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Miſs Fanny GR AH AM, to 
GEORGE HERR v, Eſq; 


My dear Mr. Hervey, 
6th Oct. 12 at night. 

? ſo much the more ſo, as I 
approach ſtil] nearer to the fa- 
tal hour that threatens a per- 
E petual ſeparation from you for 
ever, O] let me pour into your boſom the 
woes I ſhall never ceaſe to endure, to what 

Vor. Il. B part 
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part ſoever of the world my cruel father 
ſhall tranſplant me. It is but juſt, before I 
teave you, to acknowledge how you are 
beloved by me, that you may on no fu- 
ture occaſion harbour the leaſt miſtruſt 
of my having proved ungrateful for all 
the favours you have conferred on me; 
favours, tranſcending every faculty of 
man, but that of love, the moſt intenſe 
and durable; for love, true love, my own 
heart dictates, knows no intermiſſion ; 
but ever graſping at the proper object, 

ſurmounts all difficulties in the * to 
its fruition. 


TBIs, Sir, is your caſe, or never was it 


that of any other mortal ; this Sir, for- 
give me when I urge it, is my own; or 
never was it yours, I need not now pal- 
liate or diſguiſe the naked truth, or dread 
expoſing my ſentiments, tho* my perſon 
is denied you; for poſſibly we never may 
behold each other more to raiſe a bluſh 
upon my cheeks, which muſt colour for 
the freedom of this declaration, ſo un- 
uſual from my ſex to yours. 
| DAR 
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Dear Sir, regard this only in the 
light of the laſt teſtament of one, who 
having nothing m nature left to her own 
diſpoſal, not even her own will, has con- 
ſtituted you the executor of her ſtill ſub- 
fiſting love and inclination; theſe none can 
rob you of, how barbarouſly or knaviſh- 
ly ſoever inclined ; nor can you diveſt 
yourſelf of this donation by any renun- 
ciation of your own: for though I may 
be diſpoſed of, even beyond the ſight or 
knowledge of the beſt of men; or when 
himſelf ſhall have ſubmitted to another 
mate, theſe legacies ſhall ſtil attend you 


whereſoever you go, as teſtimonies of my 
ſincerity. 


LeT me intreat you not to expoſe your 
perſon to the danger of attempting my 
deliverance : my father hath three ſer» 
vants to attend us, all armed; nor will 


the riſk of ſerving me, countervail the. 


hazard of a life more precious to me 
than twenty of my own. Let fate have 
Ks run, let me experience what human 

| „ nature 
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nature can endure ; but O! let not Mr. 
Hervey plunge himſelf into the jaws of 
death for my ſake. Whilſt you are ſafe, 
tho? abſent, I have ſtill a friend, a ſingle 
comfort ſtill ſubſiſting; but ſhould the 
will of deſtiny deprive me of your life, 
even hope, the aid of every miſera- 
ble, will be cut off from your loving 
wife, (or no body's) 

F. GRAHAM. 


ESSEN EEE KN 


GEORGE HaARvEy, Eſq; to Miſs 
GRAHAM. | 


5 7th Oct. 1729. 

2 8 E N thouſand daggers plung'd into 
my breaſt could not more certainly 
have racked my heart, than have the 
plaintive ſorrows of my deareſt Fanny. 
My dear, I fly upon the wings of love to 
ſave thee from thy father's ſentence ; then 
ſhall the danger of a combat terrify me? 
The ſingle arm, if ſtretched in virtue's 
: ; cauſe, 
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cauſe, will chace or conquer whole armies 
of , wretched mercenaries, who fight for 
hire and daily ſubſiſtance. Theſe ſight 
for a maſter, I for my all, my more than 
all ; my Fanny : then fear not what may 
follow, my love, where honour calls me 
on, and Fanny proves the victor's re- 
compence. 

Trar charming creature miſs Pitt, 
who brings me yours, urges by every ar- 
gument my ſteady reſolution, fortune 
ſtill favours us in her acquaintance, the 
luckieſt hit that could have befallen us. My 
Fanny, make her ſure to you; my efforts 
all may fail, when ſhe may prove the 
trueſt friend to both, may gain intelli- 
gence unknown to thee, and in thy ab- 
ſence prove a ſolace to my woes, from 
what J may learn of thee by her means. 


I wiLL not take a laſt farewel of thee, 
hoping to meet thee with ſucceſs to-mor- 
row ; and heartily glad T am for the de- 
lay of this one day, fo unexpectedly ob- 
rained for us, as ſhe ſays; as alſo, that I 
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Fannp's affection for her 
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was not ſet out upon my expedition be- 


fore ſhe came, which would have pre- 


vented my receipt of thoſe lines from 
you, which I ſhall ever retain next my 
heart :—for my deareſt Fanny, let what- 


ever miſchief attend my undertaking, I ſhall 
now fall content, ſince I have the happy 
aſſurances from yourſelf, of my charming 


GEO. Hervey. 
SEATS HMMS) N & . 
Miſs Fanny GRAu A M, to Miſs 

PITT. -- EY 
| geh Oc. 1729. 


H O W happy are you, dear miſs, whe 


are not at preſent involved in like 


calamities with myſelf ; yet pleafed I: am 


that you was once ſo, whereby you will 
more eaſily learn how to pity me. 


Ll pxomiIseD you a punctual account of 
my journey, and of all that ſhould be- 
fall me in it; hoping at that time, to 
have obliged you with the good 1 
0 
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of Mr. Hervey's enterprize, but muſt re- 
vert my tale to his misfortune. 


Dax miſs, we were not above eight 
miles from Saliſbury, when Mr. Hervey 
with four men, rode up to the coach and 
ſtopt it. Madam, ſaid he, behold your 
deliverance at hand from the confinement 
of an oppreſſive father. Before I could re- 
turn the leaſt anſwer, my father's head 
was out of the oppoſite window, calling 
out for his ſervants, who were all ſome 
way before the coach, and raving at 
them for not attending their duty better 
by which time, Mr. Hervey having 
opened the coach door, I had leaped in- 
to his arms, and he was placing me up- 
on a ſpare horſe he had brought for me, 
with a ſide-ſaddle. 


My father, black with rage, leaped after 
me, and with one blow of his cane al- 
moſt ſtunned Mr. Hervey ; who ſoon 
recovering, ordered one of his men to 
ride off with me, and leave him to'his 
own tate, with 2 5 of his eil 
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This the fellow did, and away we went 
like lightning ; but by this time, my fa- 
ther's ſervants being come up, I left them 
under a general engagement, without the 
leaſt proſpect on either ſide, who would 
obtain the victory. 


I MADE an halt at a conſiderable di- 
ſtance, unable to proceed farther than I 
could well deſcry to whom the victory 
would incline, I ſaw a flaſh, and Mr. 
Hervey fall; when no ways doubting, 
but his wound was mortal; nature, for 
| his ſake, forced me back again to the 
| ſcene of ſlaughtes, unable to fly, and 
leave him weltering in his gore, as my 
fancy had repreſented him. Not a man on 
both ſides but I found wounded, except 
my father, but as for Mr. Hervey, he 
bled ſo much, that deſpairing of his 
life, I had not the leaſt thought of my 
own liberty, which I ſtill might moſt cer- 
tainly have regained, had I ſtill aimed at 
| it; but leaping from my horſe, and clap- 
I ping my. cheek to his, I watered his face 
| with my tears; nor could I have with 
drawn 
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drawn myſelf from him to have prevent- 
ed inſtant deſtruction. 


He told me, he was wounded in the 
body, and intreated me to ſecure myſelf 


buy flight, ſince it could be to no pur- 


poſe watching a dying man. He wiſhed 
me well, "deſiring me to fly to his mo- 
ther, who he was ſure for his ſake, would 
| behave to me as her own child. He was 
adding further, when my father ſeized 
and tore me from him, and thruſting me 
neck and heels into the coach, after ſtep- 
ing in to me, ordered the coachman to 
drive forwards, without the leaſt conſi- 


deration of thoſe of either party whom 
he had left behind him wounded. 


Wr almoſt flew over a plain we were 
then croſſing; nor did I conceive the 
leaſt hope of beholding Mr. Hervey 
again; but we had yet another ſtruggle 
for it. The man who had firſt rode off 
with me, returning unhurt, followed our 
coach full ſpeed, vowing he would ſhoot. 
the driver from his box unleſs he ſtopt 

B 5 12323 


10 N NN. T. : 
immediately. The fellow trembling obey'd 
him; when turning up to the door he 
opened it, demanding me out of it; to 
which I would readily have conſented, 
but for my father's witholding me. This 
the fellow obſerving, he fo cut two of 
my father's fingers with his hanger, that 
they guſhed out with blood all over me. 


He then quitted his hold of me, and I 
again eſcaped with my conductor to Mr. 
Hervey, the bleeding of whoſe wound 
having conſiderably abated, he was be- 


come more lively than when I left him 


but whilſt I was relieving him with my 
beſt hopes of his recovery, up again came 


my father, which reviving the ſpirits of 


his drooping champions, they ſoon took 
the alarm for again ſeizing and ſecuring 
me, as Mr. Hervey alſo gave the word to 
his companions for carrying me off with 
them ; but when it came to execution, 
not an horfe was to be commanded on 
either ſide, they having in the confuſion 
diſperſed themſelves all over the common. 
a My 
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My father and his men then taking 
adyantage of the abſence of two of Mr. 
Hervey's party, who were gone for the 
horſes, ſecured me, and again confining 
me to the coach, notwithſtanding my ex- 
tremeſt outcries, drove away with me, 
while the poor wounded Hervey, incapa- 
ble of affording me aſſiſtance, ſat a ſad 
ſpectator of my departure; ſo that my 1g- 
norance of what is now become of him, 
or whether his wound is mortal or not, 
creates me the acuteſt anguiſh. 


Ir I can have the leaſt opportunity of 
writing again before I leave England, in 
caſe my father ſhould continue his reſo- 
lution of ſending me abroad, you may be 
aſſured of hearing from me; but how, 
or where you can inform yourſelf of the 
ſtate of my dear Mr. Hervey, I can offer 
you no information; tho' J hope if I 
ſhould be bleſſed with his recovery, you 
will ſoon either ſee or hear from him. 


Ir 


bi 
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Ir it proves but feaſible for me to con- 
tinue a correſpondence with you in my 
recluſe ſtate, pray inform me of every 
thing you can hear from home relative to 
our family, and be punctual in your in- 
telligence to Mr. Hervey of every thing 
you hear from me; as alſo in whatever 
he may have to tranſmit to me through 
your means; for I imagine it may not be 
ſo proper for him to write to me himſelf, 
leſt his hand ſhould create ſuſpicion. 


Havinc fatigued you with my tedi- 
ous narrative, give me leave to conclude 
myſelf, | 
| Dear miſs, 


Your moſt diſconſolate ſervant; 


F. GRAHAM, 


PP A NNE, £7 


Miſs Fanny GRAHAM, to Miſs 
PITT. 


My dear Miſs Pitt, 
17th OR. 1729. 
M Y father hath put me on board the 
Rebecca, bound for Cadiz, which I 
am told is in Spain; but I have not. ſeen; 


him theſe four days. I aſked the captain 
the other day, how he was to. diſpoſe of 
me when he arrived? who. replied, that my 


father had conſigned. me to one Iſcardo, a. 
merchant there; but what orders he 
might have ſent him about ms he knew 
not. 


Tuxsx are hard lines, for an only child 
to be thus toſſed about the world in mi- 
ſery, who might to her parents honour, 
and her own delight and ſatisfaction, 
have been better provided for at home, 
had it not been for an obſtinate and per- 
verſe father; but as he gained moſt of 
his lofty and deſpotick airs in Spain, I 

ſup- 
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ſuppoſe I ſhall be in the center of them 
when I arrive there, 


Tr1s morning, my dear, as I was mu- 
ſing by myſelf in the cabin, what ſhould 
I caſt my eye upon but an inkhorn, ſtick- 
ing out from the pocket of a pair of 
breeches of the captain's which hung up 
there. Thou knoweſt, my dear, I am a 
ready ſcribe; nor could I now neglect 
the opportunity of exercifing my talents 
that way. Having therefore before ob- 
ſerved from whence the captain had oc- 
caſionally taken his paper, I ſeized the 
implements, and went to work with 
them, defirous of writing to you whilſt 


I am able, no one knowing how long 
that may be. 


I was juſt now obliged te break off, 
vpon the coming in of the captain, who 
ſtopt me ſhort, by,. How now miſs ? That 
is not an allowable act; I have orders 
againſt it. Nay, captain, faid I, it was 
only for my amuſement in your abſence, 
en _— elſe to do; but, I have 

| done, 
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done; and then I put my paper in my 
pocket; but no ſooner is his back 


turned, than I take it out again, only to 
ſubſcribe myſelf, 


Your abandoned friend, 
F. GRAHAM. 


Pray, if you can find out Mr, Hervey; 
let him ſee you as from me, with every 
compliment you can make on my behalf. 


ISTESSSATESESEEENEENS ** * 


Miſs Fanny GRAHAM, to Miſs 
PITT at — 


My dear, 


| 19th OR. 17290 
E are ſtill wind-bound, and tho? 
it colt me a crown for a fee to a 
ſailor, who carried the' mate on ſhore 
yeſterday, to privately: convey my laſt to 
the poſt-houſe, I cannot omit this as the 
only opportunlty I may! have of ſending to 
implore your pity and future aſſiſtance, to 
Dear miss, 3 


Jour moſt obliged 


F. GRAHAM: 


* 
by } 5 
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Miſs Fanny GRAHAM, to Miſs 
PITT at- 


My ai miſs Pitt, 
Cadiz, 25th Nov, 1729. 

I Have been here but few days, and 

am under the cuſtody of one who was 
formerly my father's intimate here, and 
with whom he correſponded whilſt in bu- 
ſineſs at London ; but find myſelf little 
more my own miltreſs than at home. 


I AM amongſt a knot of WY who- 
no more underſtand what I ſay, (ſave 
Mr. Iſcardo's family, who ſpeak and 
write Engliſh fluently) than I can com- 
prehend them; but I am comforted by 
the hopes of ſoon attaining the Spaniſh, 
when I ſhall be enliſted amongſt the 
fiſterhood, I am too ſurely deſigned for. 


Mu. Iſcardo has three daughters, the 
youngeſt of whom tells me, ſhe is de- 
ſigned for a religious houſe herſelf; nor 
can kn conceive with what alacrity ſhe 


ſpeaks 
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peaks of it; but upon my declaring my 
diſapprobation of that way of life, ſhe 
ſays, they can't compel me to it. My 
father, it is true, ſhe ſays, may put me 
a probationer there; but I have a year 
or two to paſs my noviciate in, before 
I. can be admitted to renounce the world, 
and take the vow upon me; ſo that poſ- 
ſibly my father may die, or ſomewhat at 
tafſt happen to releaſe me before I am 
fixed for lite, 


Miss has aſked her father leave for me 
to ſtay to be entered with her ; but he 
having poſitive orders from my father for 
his behaviour, will not deviate an hair's- 
breadth there- from; and laſt night he 
told me, he had been to beſpeak me a 
place, and had made the lady abbeſs a 
preſent which my father had ſent her. I 
am to go with him in a day or two to ſee 
her and the monaſtry, as I am informed, 
only upon a viſit of ceremony; but miſs. 
Maria tells me, ſhe ſhall never ſee me at 
her father's houſe again; ſo that, dear 
miſs, whether I ſhall ever get an oppor- 

tunity 
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tunity of writing to you more or not, 
will be very uncertain. 


SURELY nothing can be more ſur- 
priſing, than my father's thinking to 
make a ſaint of me, by incloſing me with- 
in the walls of a nunnery ; but is it not 
yet more aſtoniſhing, that a young lady 
muſt be led like a ſheep to the laughter, 
without the leaſt oppoſition to the will of 
an imperious father? and this only be- 
cauſe the ſuperiority of force is againſt 
her; for to what purpoſe would it be for 
me to ſtruggle and cry all the way J go, 
when go I muſt, as certainly as if I covet- 
ed nothing more ardently ; but as miſs 
tells me I may refuſe the vow, they ſhall 
have enough to do to bring me into the 
humour for taking it, 


_ I cannort ſay I would have you direct 
to me, till you hear ſarther from me; for 
I would not by any megns have the old 
gentleman knows of my holding any cor- 
reſpondence with England; for if that 
Was but once ſuſpected, every letter be- 
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tween us would be ſtopt, and there would 


be an end of all the ſatisfaction I have 
hitherto propoſed to myſelf, 


I HAvk been once or twice with miſs 
Maria, to ſee a late ſervant of hers who 
is married, and lives very prettily here, 
and as miſs is a young lady of a moſt 
compaſſionate diſpoſition, it my reprieve 
expires not before I have wrought my- 
ſelf farther into her good graces, I ſhall 
ftill live in hopes of making a friend of 
this young woman through her means, 
that my letters may paſs through her 
hands, and under her name. This, I ſay, 
wants but time to perfect, which once 
completed, I ſhall ſtill enjoy a moderate 
ſhare of happineſs within that circuit I 
am permitted to ſeek it in; nor doubt I 
much of miſs Maria's conſenting to it, 
from her readineſs to put this into the 
poſt for you. I long to hear from Mr. 
Hervey, and muſt do fo till I can ſome 
how ſettle a methad of uninterrupted in- 
tercourſe with England. 


Ir 
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Ir I am able, you fhall hear from me 
again, ſo ſoon as ever I can inform you 
how to dire& for me with ſecurity; in 
the mean time, dear miſs, accept of my 
acknowledgments for the trouble you 
take on my account, which will heap in- 
ITY obligations upon, dear mils, 

Your true ſervant, 


| F. GRAHAM. 


UF 


Miſs Fanny GRAHAM, to Miſs 
FIiITT gt- 


20th Dec. 1729. 
O H! my deareſt Miſs, long looked 


for is come at laſt. I have been con- 
fined to my convent about a week, and 


to my particular cell five days, and to 
my bed three of them, and now write 
this with my pencil. I have had abun- 
dance of care taken for my recovery; 
but hope it will be to no purpoſe; that 1 
may attain the end of my ſufferings, is 
all my hope, my aim, and comfort. 
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T canNoT ſay from any thing I have 
yet obſerved, but I might live ſatisfactorily 


enough here, was there no ſuch man as 


Mr. Hervey in England. I break off 
here, one of my ſiſters is coming. 


24th Dec. 
1 Au growing better in ſpite of my 
own heart, am nicely managed, by 
order of our common mother, and every 
one ſeems ſtriving to render my confine- 
ment agreeable to me. I have not been 
at mattins yet, not being able; nor know 
] how early riſing may agree with me; but 
ſo ſoon as I am capable of quitting my 
chamber I muſt go. | 


30th Dec. 

2 Ernc much worſe than I was, I am 
in hopes JI am going into a conſump- 
tion, and believe the lady abbeſs thinks 
me in a dangerous condition; for yeſter- 
day, whilſt I was on the rack of torture 
with my head and ſtomach, ſhe had the 
charity to ſend the father confeſſor to me. 
| He 
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He had never appeared to me before, leſt 
I ſhould have rejected his office; but be- 
lieving I then looked upon myſelf to be 
in a bad way, he attacked me : for I find 
it matters not how a perſon lives, ſo he 


dies but in their faith; all will then be 
ſafe and eaſy. 


To be plain, I but little liked the man, 
and ſo much leſs his demands upon me, 


that returning him but few anſwers, and 


thoſe ſuch as convinced him I was an 
heretick, he told me, after much fruitleſs 
pains taken with me, he committed me 
over to ſatan ; aſſuring me that my prin- 
ciples were much properer to be ſcruti- 
nized before the holy tribunal of the in- 
quiſition than by him; but his charity 
prompting him to conſult the welfare 
of my ſoul, he would call upon me 


again, in hopes of convincing me of my 


errors. 


I rorp him, as he knew where to God 
me, he might act as he pleaſed; but I 


had not lived to my years like an heathen ; 
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my principles were already eſtabliſhed, and 
that unalterably ; ſo that he might loſe 


what time he pleaſed with me, I was in 


very little danger of crediting whatever 
himſelf or his maſter could urge to me, 
e to my received opinion. 


Sth Jan. 

I "HAYS know what I am about, my 

dear miſs; for I heard this morn- 
ing that this was. the ſixteenth of Ja- 
nuary ; but am ſure they deceive me, un- 
leſs I have been ſome days in a trance; 
for I have kept as near reckoning as poſ- 
ſible, and can never be ſo greatly de- 
ceived. They tell me indeed, that ſo it 
is here, then lo in my mind mult it be 
every where; but theſe catholicks are 
wretched ſtrange people, and have always 
ſome incredible myſtery to cram down 
the throats of us proteſtants, as real ve- 
rities : ſo much as this I have obſerved in 
my two conferences with the fryer, that 
every ſyllable of my argument is falſe, 
becauſe it's falſe; and his own true, be- 
cauſe it's true; which if his pupils can 
once digeſt, they are ſound catholicks. - 
My 


24. T. 


My dear miſs, 
18th Jan. 

I FI xp my ſelf at the mouth of a waſp's 

neſt, with the whole family by turns 
buzzing about my ears ; nor availsit aught 
to me, that I frequently repulſe them; for 
their numbers ſupplying a freſh ſucceſſion, 
Iam never diſengaged from ſome of them; 
till finding but little good to be made of me, 
and that I am too obſtinate to be wrought 
upon, comes the old hornet, my prieſt, and 
he concludes the ſcene with me. It 
would do thee good, my dear miſs, to 


ſee how we behave to each other; for 1 


look with a very contemptuous air both 
on himſelf and his doctrine; and this day 
I aſked him, whether he intended I ſhould 
believe him, when he was urging to me 
ſome parts of the authority of his holi- 
neſs. He demanded, what reaſon I could 
have to doubt it ? To which I replied, be- 
cauſe I could not be fool enough to ima- 
gine he credited himſelf ; allowing at the 


"80 time, that if he did, he was a 


man of the profoundeſt faith I had ever - 
met 
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met with. I own, I expected he would 


have fallen into a moſt egregious paſſion 


with me, and have threatened me very 
ſeverely ; but laying one of his brawny 
hands upon mine, and with the other 
chucking me under the chin, I love 
thee, my dear, ſaid he (ſqueezing my 
hand in his left, and drawing his right 
down my boſom, to my very lap) for 
thy ſpirit; nor wilt thou make a faint 
catholick, when once thou haſt imbibed 
the truth, which it ſhould be his part, he 
ſaid, to lead me into, tor the benefit of 
my poor ſoul, 


I 01D not tell him fo, my dear, but 
had he read his bible, he would have 
tound that a man can't ſerve two maſters; 
and as he muſt have been pampering up 
his cnormous paunch for many years, to 


the ſize of four ordinary men, the ſervice 


he had beſtowed on that, I was well ſatis- 
fied, could have left him but little ſpare 
time for his ſoul's affairs. 
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20th Jan. 


Au become acquainted with mils 
Laſcells, an Iriſh lady and a catholick, 


in our houſe, who is to take the vow a 


few months hence. She makes nothing 
of it; for ſhe ſays, her friends can't well 
provide for her at home, and ſo ſhe came 
hither very willingly; nor has ſhe other 
intent but of ſpending her lite here, 
thinking it a very good proviſion for her. 
I replied, in a ſurpriſe at the eaſy manner 


of her mentioning her captivity, adding, 


that nothing could appear ſo irkſome to 
me, as to be debarred the ſociety of man- 
kind. Mats ſet up ſuch a laugh as con- 
founded me. Bleſs me! miſs, ſaid I, 
are we not formed and deſigned for far 
other purpoſes, than to be mewed up like 


Chickens in a coop here, a number of 


women of us only together, without the 
leaſt ſociety with the other ſex, ſave what 


we have with the father confeſſor ? 


Fanny! Fanny! ſaid ſhe, you are 
but a novice yet, and know, no better, 
all 
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all is not gold that glitters. I will ad- 


mit we frequent our chapel regularly, 


perform our other acts of devotion con- 
ſtantly, and maintain the abſtinence and 
rules of our order; who then can ſay but 
we are all as chaſte as the veſtals? And 
indeed, my dear, when you come to be 
better acquainted with the methods of the 
houſe, you will be of opinion, we well 
execute the rules of it, when we behave 
as I have mentioned. But then child, 
there are other rules alſo, at times, to be 
practiſed, that the above may ſit the lighter 


on us. I mean the rules of nature, the 


rules of mortal fleſh and blood. You 
muſt be very private, in what T am about 
to tell you; but miſs Clara and miſs 
Maſſage are both now great with child; 
tho' not one of us knows it, or, which is 
the ſame thing, it is no longer a ſecret, 
tor that 1s all one as if no body knew it, 
it can go no farther; nor do either of us, 
who each Know the other's failings, take 
more notice of them, than if we were all 
ſaints; as indeed we are to all but our- 
ſelves. It is this makes the place agree- 


C 2 able, 
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able, or who would might live here for me. 
You'll. ſoon find, miſs, that you won't 
want opportunities of exerting every fa- 
culty nature has formed you with. 


I ToLD her, ſhe put me in mind of the 
fat fryer's behaviour to me the other day, 
and then related it to her. Well, ſaid ſhe, 
and how did you take it? For according 
to that, will he regulate his future con- 
duct. You know the colt muſt be gent- 
ly handled when young, to make him en- 
dure the ſaddle; and tho' he wriggles 
and winches at firſt, who ſo great as he 
and his rider, after a little experience of 


each other. 


We were interrupted by the bell to 
prayers; but I ſhall penetrate into the 
whole hiſtory, if I ſtay here much longer. 


23d Jan. 
pH»: NG an opportunity by miſs 
Maria, who is now upon a viſit to 

me, of ſending this journal of my adven- 


tures to you; dear miſs, return me an 
anſwer 
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anſwer to Mrs. Lopez, as I have directed 
in a poſtſeript; but above all things ſend 
ſome news of my dear Mr. Hervey to, 


Dear miſs, | 
Your ſincere friend, 


F. GRAHAM. 
NANA nasses 


Miſs Fanny GRAHAM, to Miſs 
PITT at 


Dear miſs, 
Feb. 6, 1730. 


IT cx 1 diſpatched my laſt, I have 

begun another journal, which I ſhall 
tranſmit to you by the firſt opportunity, 
intreating you in the mean time to let me 
hear all the intelligence you poſſibly can 
from England; eſpecially of my dear Mr. 
Hervey, and if poſſible, ſee Mr. Hervey ; 
ſound his ſubſiſting opinion as to me; 
probe it to the very bottom, miſs, and let 
me know whether he has yet laid aſide all 
thoughts of me. Time and abſence may 
have weaned him from me; nor can 1 


C 3 much 
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much blame him for turning his thoughts 


from ſuch a worthleſs object as myſelf, 
after the fruitleſs troubles, anxieties, and 
indignities he has ſuſtained on my account 
already; tho' believe me, miſs, I ſpeak 
not this from my own experience, who 
have undergone no leſs for him: for be 


aſſured, the more obſtacles are raiſed in 


my way to the fruition of him, with the 
more ardour do I perſiſt in coming oft 
conqueror. 


My dear, | 
oth Feb. 


M TERIES unravel themſelves here 
more and more daily to me, as Ibe- 
come more acquainted with the ſiſterhood 
about me; ſo that the experience J gain 
will give me at leaſt this advantage over 
you ladies at large, that I ſhall know more 
of the world foon, than I ſhould ever have 
been miſtreſs of without travelling. — 
Would you think it, my dear? one of 
my ſiſter ſaints hath juſt increafed our 
number by the oddeſt accident you ever 
heard of. Ir is ſurpriſing, how nurture 
will operate in theſe warm countrie-, nor 
am 


* 
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am I under half the difficulty I uſed to 


be, about the propagation of our ſpecies 


nay, can't fay how long it may be, ere 
may be in a breeding condition myſelf: 
for tho? we are all women here, yet there 
is ſome hidden quality I find in the air, 
or whatever elſe it is within our walls, 
that works amazing effects upon human 
bodies. | 


Tur firſt ſymptoms they are ſeized 
with are perpetual ſickneſſes, puking, - 
fainting, paleneſs, want of appetite, and 
a nauſea, which is ſucceeded by certain 
ſigns of a tympany, which laſt ſeveral 
months upon them, till arriving at a cri- 
ſis, they are all on a ſudden reduced 
again both to their ſtrength, ſhape, and 
complexion, molt ſurpriſingly. 


Upon the firſt relation of this diſorder 
from miſs Laſcells, I ſuppoſed it mighe 
have been like what we call the jail di- 
ſtemper in England, and that it had pro- 
ceeded from a ſimilar cauſe, and that 
ſuch as had once got it over, would no 

SP more 
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more have been ſubject to it; but ſhe 
tells me, they are liable to frequent re- 
turns; till arrived at a certain age, when 
it never troubles them more. I am ob- 


liged to go to ſupper, and muſt abruptly 
break off here. 


My dear miſs, 
| 10th Feb. 


] SHALL now reſume my ſubject on 


the increaſe of our houſe and the 
cauſe of it, as miſs Laſcells, who is my 
chamber-fellow aſſures me. Miſs Prado, 
to whom this accident. hath happened, is 
a young lady deſcended ſrom one of the 
grandees of this country, by a younger 
branch of the family; with whom, I un- 
derſtand it is much caſter to diſpote of a 
daughter than in England, where unleſs 
ſhe has a fortune, ſhe is for the moſt part 
condemned to perpetual virginity in her 


| father's houſe, till becoming an old 


maiden, upon the diſperſion of her fa- 


ther's effects, ſhe is commonly taken into 


the keeping of ſome of the flouriſhing 
ſhoots of her relations, as a neceſlary 
woman 1n the family; but in this coun- 


try, 


a MA AS ⅛Ü—djuʒ . DC. mr A 


* 


VV 


5 ads 
by 
3 
* 

„ 


z 
* 


PE A N N FV. 32 


try, all the ſupernumerary females are 
confined in the manner I am, to pray for 
the ſouls of the reſt of their relatives. 


IT ſeems about two years ago, a young 
but ſlovenly wench was taken into our 
houſe, as a helper under the cook, a ſort 
of ſcullion as ſhe might be called, who 
was employed in all the ſlaviſh drudgery 
of the kitchen; by what means I know 
not, but this young lady, miſs Prado, 
took Doria (as the wench was called) to 
her bed one night; whether ſhe ever re- 
peated it or not, I can't ſay; but from 
that. time miſs Prado felt ſeveral ſymp- 
toms of the diſorder of the convent, under 
which ſhe continued till laſt night, and 
is now mother of as fine a young nun, as 
you ſhall fee in a ſummer's day: ſo that, 
my dear, it is not the ſecluſion of us from 
the males, you ſee, that can prevent the 
continuation of the ſpecies :. for the wo- 
man whom nature hath' not formed. 
barren, tho? ſhe were incloſed in an egg- 
ſhell, will find ſome means or other of 
n her fertilit y. & 8 

Ny 8 1 
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I can aſſure you this affair makes no 
{ſmall whiſper amongſt us, and I preſume 
in a day or two we ſhall hear how ſhe 


and the little lady will come off. 


13th Feb, 

His morning arrived the father con- 
feſſor, when the lady abbeſs, who by 
the by is a ſad old crab, cloſeted him 
near an hour in private; from whence he 
proceeded to miſs Prado's chamber to 
confeſs her, and from thence to Doria 
tor confeſſion likewiſe; but I hear it ru- 
mored about, that in conſideration of 
miſs's youth, and for that ſhe was de- 
ceived by Doria, her penance amounts 
but to two hundred ave's, upon her bare 
. knees, and a two day's ſevere faſt : but 
poor Doria 1s condemned to wear a great 
iron chain about her neck for three days, 
and to be diſmiſſed from her employment, 
under ſolemn proteſtation never more to 
encroach upon the patrimony of the 
church again; nor would it have ended 
oe, but for the good father's exceſs of 
anity, 


- * 
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humanity, and the regret with which he 
muſt have expoſed ſo young a member 
of the convent; for as to Doria, he had 
no mercy for her in his own mind, but 
for the lady's ſake. - However, the fa- 
ther having reduced all to peace again, has 
wiped away the ſtain from the parties, and 
made as pious a lady of miſs, as any of 
us all. The child is ſent to nurſe out of 
the houſe, leſt the ſight of it might prove 


- contagious here, and all is as huſh as ever. 


My dear miſs, 
18th Feb. 


E1NnG a ftranger to what is tranſact- 
ing in the buſy world, my little intel- 
ligences can ariſe only from occurrences 
within our own walls; but as yon made 
me promiſe to ſend you word, as often 
as poſſible, of whatever happened, I hope 
you will excuſe my rough ſketches, which 
] tranſmit by way of journal, ſetting; 
them down from day to day, as I can 
pick up materials. I hope you have by 
this time received my laſt; and tet me 
avs you, "miſs, my time paſſes very 
ſluggiſhly, 
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ſluggiſhly, till I can hope to be bleſſed 
with an anſwer from you, which I ſhall 
receive as the greateit bleſſing that has 
betallen me ſince I have been immured 
in this confinement. | 


Last night, my dear, or rather about 
two o'clock in the morning, our whole 


houſe was alarmed by one of our ſiſters, 


who by moon-light ſaw a man at her 
windaw ; and this ſhe was ſo poſitive of, 
that ſhe raiſed not only her own cham- 
ber, (for you muſt know, my dear, that 
we lie many of us in one large chamber, 
tho' each in ſeparate beds for fear of 
miſs Prado's accident) but the whole 
houſe was ſtirring immediately; and for 


my part, I concluded, that had the pro- 
per eye beheld this ſurpriſing animal, 


there had not happened halt the rouc 
about it, that there did ; but pronounced 
this terrified lady not to. have been in the 


ſecret. 


Tur lady abbeſs pretended to be af- 


_ Irighted out of her little wits, and the reſt 


of 
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of us, from her example, which we 


copied as near as we could, were all ready 


to fall into fits, as if we were really, my 
dear, as ſhock'd at the thoughts of ſuch 
a terrible creature amongſt us, as ſhe 
ſeemed to be : but, my dear, the grimace 
made me quite ſick of the ſcene, when 
each of us was already fatished in her 
own conſcience, that no- one intercourſe 
on earth could have been ſo acceptable 
to each individual, as the very thing we 
expreſſed ſuch concern for avoiding. 


I n ſhort, we lay down no more all 


night, each of us being peculiarly nice 


in examining the affrighted lady, as to 
what ſort of a man he was, in every ar- 
ticle of his colour, height, ſize, and 
twenty other things, in hopes of dif- 
covering ſome intereſt of our own in 
him ; but the ſhadow of this amazing 
phenomenon was all we could make out 
from her ſtory ; ſo that we were ſtill left 
in the dark, which of us could apply his 
viſit to herſelf: but having ſearched the 


Houſe very narrowly, and hearing or 


ſeeing 
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ſeeing no more of this ſavage monſter, 
we are this evening all pretty well com- 


poſed again, 


24th Feb. 
Tur fat doctor hath ſet upon me 
with the force of a lion in his doc- 


trine; but with the gentleneſs of a lamb 


in his practice, to-day. He ſurprifed 
me at a piece of needlework, when I did 
not expect him, and fitting down cloſe by 
me, I was about to have rifen. My pretty 
Engliſhwoman, ſaid he, laying his hand 
upon my knee, to prevent my riſing as he 
pretended, I am come for another confe- 
rence with you upon the ſerious topick 
of religion; then turning up his eyes til! 
I had loſt fight of the balls; what an 
happy man ſhall I be, faid he, when 
once I have made a true catholick of you 


Nor ſhall J deſpait of it; for J obſerve 


ſuch a pregnancy of genius in you, that 
I never met with a ſoil better adapted for 
producing a plentiful harveſt, from the 


Feds of truth I ſhall implant in you. 


Hs 
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TTs then expatiated on ſeveral articles 
of our former diſcourſes, and particular- 
ly upon confeſſion, which he urged me 
to make freely to him ; inſiſting that I 
could never be a g6bd Chriſtian till I had 
ſo done; it being his buſineſs to diſtin- 
guiſh for me between venial and damna- 
ble ſins, arid to apply proper remedies in 
time to prevent their ill effects. 


I REPLIED, that confeſſion to man- 
kind, being a thing I had never been 
accuſtomed to, I was at a loſs to know 
how either to begin, or go through with 
it; and beſides, I could apprehend no 
other than a moſt conſummate boldneſs 
in a young lady, to lay open to a man 
not only her actions, but her very 
thoughts too (ſome of which in her own 
judgment might be criminal;) it had ſome- 
thing methought ſo confident, that I could 
not endure the thoughts of it, 


IJ DOVBT not but he conceived me to 
be ſomewhat inchining to him, by his 
| | draw- 
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drawing his chair ſtill nearer to me, even 
ſo as to have ſecured my knees between 
his own, as he ſat fronting me; then 
taking my hand in his, my dear child, 
ſaid he, for ſuch you are to me your 
ghoſtly father, let me inſtruct thee how 
to form thy confeſſion. As to the com- 
mon frailties of womankind, I take it for 
granted, you have not paſſed your time 
hitherto without them. I never had more 
a mind in my life to have been ſnappiſh 
with any one, than I now had with this 
old hypocrite; and was juſt ſnatching 
away my hand, and forcing myſelf from 
his paws; but a thought took me, 
that I would fit and ſee the end of it, and 
by a feigned compliance diſcover if poſ- 
fible whereto his diſcourſe tended ; ſo that 
I replied, I could not ſay that I had a 
greater exemption from common failings 
ro plead, than other people. You have 
fibbed, ſaid he (leering in my face) I 
know you have. Well, well, you are 
ſorry, and I forgive you. You have 
been very naughty, my dear child, add- 
ed he, when you have ſeen the young 
© men, 
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men, and have had ſuch wanton thoughts 
in your heart (drawling it out, and eying 
me ready to pierce me through) in their 
company, as you are aſhamed to mention. 
Yes, I ſee you have, I ſee you have. Nay, 
you have even delighted to be kiſſed by 
them. Ay, ay, ſo I have, ſay. For I 
read it in your eyes; but modeſty had 
better bluſh here, than you carry theſe 
ſins to the grave with you. Well, added 
he, ſhall we go a ſtep farther? My dear 
child, you have, —no,—you have not; 
but you could have wiſhed, to have en- 
joyed a young man fometimes. He grew by 
this time ſo impertinent with his hands, 
that I could ſcarce contain myſelf within 
bounds; but recalling my reſolution, I 
tubmitted. He then caſting ahde my 
veil, and bareing my breaſt, I could not 
refrain from aſking what he meant ? Ay, 
ay, ſaid he, I thought I ſhould bring you 


to the ule of your ſpeech preſently. Nay, 


I only would feel whether what I ſuſpect- 
ed has really happened ; for I can pre- 
tently tell by examination. I put a force 
upon myſelf to let him handle me, 

which 
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which point having gained, and then 

judging me for his purpoſe, he caught 
me in his arms, and offering to be rude 
with me; no, Sir, ſaid I, you are an holy 
man, and ſhall not be made otherwiſe by 
me, I can aſſure you. Why? my dear 
child, ſaid he, theſe little tranſports of 
love mult be ſuſtained by perfons in my 
habit, or we ſhould never be able to dic- 
tate upon the ſubject to others; beſides, 
what I would urge, and you comply with, 
being the act of charity and brotherly 
kindneſs, and not the rage of «brutal 
paſſion, is abſolutely in itſelf inoffenſive, 
and falutary to us both. It will cheriſh a 
good harmony between us, and before 1 
leave you, ſhould the leaſt ſcruple at- 
tend your mind, I ſhall give you a tho- 
rough abſolution, by vertue of the au- 
thority of my function; then ſwinging 


me round on a couch in my room, I was 
half afraid I had carried my jeſt too far; 


but whilſt he ſtept to ſecure the door, I 
ran to the window, and calling out mur- 


der, brought the whole ſiſterhood about 


me preſently. 
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T caLLED for the lady abbeſs, but 
could not open the door, the fryer ſtand- 
ing with his back to it, intreating me to 
be filent, and to ſay I was taken ill at 
confeſſion, and that he would not let me 
out till I had finiſf'd; but finding me 
peremptory for a diſcovery, he plucked 
out a poniard from his breaſt, and run- 
ing at me vowed he would ſtab me; and 
then wounding himſelf, would ſwear I 


had aimed at taking his life ; which not 


compaſſing, and fearing detection, I had 
then murdered myſelf, 


I mvsT confeſs to you, my dear, this 
terrified: me; for ſuſpecting the villain 
capable of any miſchief, I doubted not 
his being as good as his word, had I op- 
poſed him: ſo that giving him aſſur- 
ances of my complying with his requeſt, 
and expreſſing ſome ſorrow for what 1 
had raſhly acted, he opened the door, and 
let in an whole drove of my pious ſiſters 
upon me at once; when I begged their 
pardon for giving them the diſturbance; 

| but 
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but the father refuſing to releaſe me, till 
I had finiſhed my confeſſion, I was fo 
ſimple, as to fancy myſelf ſtifling, for 
want of air ; never in my life being able 
to endure a cloſe confinement. 


IT went much againft. the grain with 
me to tell this lie; but the very looks of 
the father at my elbow would have car- 
ried me through any thing to have kept 
fair with him; not diſputing, but had I 
aimed at the truth, his dagger would 
have put a ſtop to my proceedings. 


z5th Feb. 


H A vix o no eee of ſeeing our 

ſuperiour yeſterday, after my rencoun- 
ter with the father; I this morning de- 
fired an audience of her, and was admit- 
ted into her dining-room, where falling 
upon my knees to her, O mother! ſaid 
I, how unhappy am I, in being com- 
pelled, for the ſake of my conſcience, and 
of the ſeveral young ladies my ſiſters 
now in this cloiſter, to reveal to you 2 
crime, which I am ſorry to charge upon 


a 


till 
5 {0 
for 


ble 
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2 reverend father, and that, within theſe 
facred walls devoted to piety and ſobriety. 


Tux old lady, ſurpriſed at my preface; 
Declare to me, daughter, ſaid ſhe, your 
grief; for I perceive your heart is full of 
it. What crime, what father do you 
ſpeak of? O madam, ſaid I, you well 
know I was not bred up a catholick, 
though ready to have received father 
Amaggio's inſtructions, for reducing my- 


ſelf to his doctrine; but whilſt that fa- 


ther ſhould have been employed to my 
edification, (and here I wept exceedingly) 
he attempted the violation of my chaſtity; 
threw me along on a couch in the room, 
and would have deflowered me, had not 
my cries brought many of my ſiſters to 


my aid; nor would he even then let 


them enter to my ſuccour, till I had fo- 
lemnly engaged not to detect his villany. 
I then told her of the poniard he pro- 
duced, his threats to me, and my fears, 
as the reaſon why I. had diſguiſed the 
truth before the reſt of my ſiſters; 
but added, that my conſcience would not 

| ſuffer 
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ſuffer me to conceal ſa impious a fact 
from her, under whoſe protection I' was 


placed by my parents. 


THz good 451 "bag rumpled her brow 


prodigiouſiy; demanding firſt, whether 


J had diſcloſed nothing but the very truth 
to her? And then, whether I had as yet 
revealed it to any one but herſelf? Ta 
the firſt, I proteſted 1 had; and to this, 
anſwered in the negative, ſave to one per- 
ſon, and that was to ſiſter Laſcells, from 
whom, for the ſake of the good under- 


ſtanding I had with her, I could not re- 


tain it. Miſs Laſcells was then called, 
and examined as to what ſhe had: ſaid of 
it ; but ſhe had only mentioned it to two 
more ſiſters, who confeſſing their devulg- 
ing it to others, her ladyſhip ſoon col- 
lected from us all, that it was as yet only 
a ſecret without doors, 


SHE then diſmiſſed them all but my- 


ſelf, whom ſhe now began to ſcrutinize 


as to particulars ; how it began, and pro- 
ceeded ? I told her as I have before ſta- 
ted, till his claſping me in his arms; all 

2 which 
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which ſhe qualified, as being the gentle 
method of thoſe holy men, in treating 
their pupils, to gain their aſſent and good- 
will to them. What, madam, aſked I, 
to put their hands in ladies boſoms, 
handle their breaſts, and at the ſame time 
caſt ſuch amorous looks at them, as might 
only be expected from the moſt debauch- 
ed perſon alive ? But ſhe imputed my ſuſ- 
picions, ſhe ſtill ſaid, ro my ignorance 
and want of acquaintance with their me- 
thods : tor ſure ſhe was, ſhe ſaid, I muſt 
miſtake the good father's meaning. 


I THEN proceeded to his ſpeeches, hop- 
ing I had not miſunderſtood them too : 
when ſhe replied, that nothing was more 
likely for me, who was as yet but little 
acquainted with the Spaniſh tongue. 


By this time, I was almoſt mad to be 
ſo impoſed upon and trifled with, in a 
caſe of ſo ſerious a nature as this was; ſo 
that I put the queſtion to her, whether 
it my underſtanding could not compre- 
hend Maui. ſhe imagined me ſo defec- 
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tive in my eye- ſight alſo, that I could 
not ſee a dagger, and in my feeling, that 
I knew not when I was forcibly ſeized, 


and thrown upon a couch? 


THis being too palpable to be turned 
to ridicule, ſhe replied not to my que- 
ſtions, but rated me ſeverely for blabbing 
all I knew amongſt the ſifterhood. Such 
things, ſhe ſaid, were dangerous, and 
might ſet light minds upon making the 
experiment themſelves, even upon their 
ohoſtly father, with intent to carry it to 
the utmoſt. She was the perſon, and the 
only perſon, who ought to have been ac- 
quainted with it; for even the whiſper of 
ſuch things was of the worſt conſequence: 
commanding me therefore to more pri- 
vacy, ſhe ordered me to my chamber. 


27th Feb. 
AM, having weighed the ad- 
venture with himſelf very accurate- 
ly, could not but conceive in his own 
mind, that the excuſe I had made for 
him was ſincere, and that I was ſorry for 


what I had done, by my giving the affair 
ano- 


ald 
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znother turn than he had hinted to me, 
and adding explanations upon his dictates 
for my conduct: for as yet, he had heard 
nothing of my having divulged the 
whole affair; fo that he came this 
day, fully prepared for renewing his at- 


tack upon me, and the firſt perſon who 


was ordered to attend him, was myſelf, 
who, unwilling any more to appear before 
him, he came up himſelf to my chamber. 


Tur ſight of the man ſo confounded 
me, that I was very near falling into a 
ſwoon, and loſing my ſenſes ; but with 
much 'ado I did retain my ſpirits, for 
holding ſome very ſhort conference with 
hum. 


Hs firſt offer of buſineſs, after ſeve- 
ral expreſſions of his tenderneſs for one 
he ſhould pride himfelf in making a true 
catholick, was his offer to abſolve me for 
the fib I had told, as he called it, at his 
requeſt, at our laſt meeting; and then, he 
ſaid, that no more difficulties might in- 
trude upon my conſcience ſor the vainly 

LD ima- 


50 AN N T. 

imagined crime, I was pleaſed to call his 
fatherly affection to me, and my filial 
compliance with his deſires; he had 
brought with him his holineſs's indulgen- 
cies, for continuing what intercourſe we 
pleaſed between ourſelves for the ſpace of 
our whole lives, and for three years after 
our deaths, that it might be ſure of com- 
prehending every ſuture act of ours. 


I Ask ED him, what could be the bene- 
fit to me of the indulgencies he mention- 
ed? To quit me from all ſtain, and even 
imputation of crime, he ſaid: for that 
his holineſs had not only the keys of 
heaven, but of hell; and at his ſole plea- 
iure, could diſcharge from this, and com- 
mit to that, as he liſted : ſo that the way 
being now cleared before us, his charity 
prompted him more than ever to form 
ſuch an alliance with me, as might for 
ever redound to the benefit of my ſoul. 


Wk had ſome other diſcourſe, as I ſat 
at a diſtance from him; but upon his ariſ- 
ing to put his doctrine in practice, I fled 

3 | to 
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to the door, and when I found myſelf 
ſafe, calling him an old villain, I left 
him. 


I ran directly to miſs Laſcell's cham- 
ber, where I repeated to her what had 
paſſed between Amaggio and me, and 
the name I had given him at parting, 
which ſhe believed to have been the firſt 
time he had ever been ſo called to his 
face, ſhe ſaid, in his life before ; wonder- 


ing how I durſt be ſo bold: for, my dear, 


ſaid ſhe, theſe men are ſo implicitly obey- 
ed by us here, that let the favour they 
aſk be what it will, or the injunction 
they lay upon us of a nature ever ſo op- 
ſite to our own inclinatic1; yet, as we 
are taught from our cradles that they 
cannot offend, we ſubmit with a true ca- 
tholick patience ; when leſt the leaſt impu- 
tation ſhould be aixed to us by heaven, 
or our own fears, the ſalve is ready pre- 
pared by a thorough abſolution, which 
again reſtores us to the purity of fucking 
babes: ſo that it is impoſſible we can act 
amiſs in any compliance to their wills; 

D 2 where- 
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- whereas, a non-compliance would but 
render us, even to ourſelves, ſuſpicious 
of an error, 


How then comes it to paſs, demand- 
ed I, that my whole ſiſterhood ſeemed to 
ſpeak ſo diſdainfully of Amaggio's act as 
they did upon my impeachment of him? 
. Becauſe, replied ſhe, you divulged it: 
for that, being contrary to the good man's 
intent, was judged criminal; nor ought. 
whatever paſſes at confeſſion, to be re- 
peated more. Nay, even the confeſſor 
himſelf durſt not divulge it. No, no, 
miſs ſaid I, we may be ſure of his ſilence 
for his own reputation; and therefore 
you ought to have been alſo as private, 
replied ſhe, for yours : for ſuch an holy 
man's character is not to be publickly 
impcached ; and though we in this houſe 
know better than to diſcredit you; was 
you but to hint at ſuch a thing againſt 
his cloth in the city, you might be clap- 


ped into the inquiſition for aa heretick, 


and a falfary, 
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You have now, my dear, ſaid J, in 
ſome meaſure explained my mother's ſeve- 


rity to me upon my firſt accuſation; but 


as ſhe charged me to tell her, and only 
her, whatever of this nature I had to re- 
veal, I muſt beg you to be private, till I 
have opened it to her, and then let hey 
act as ſhe pleaſes. 


My dear Fanny, ſaid miſs Laſcells, 


you had much better be ſilent, you will. 
but be brow-beaten and diſcredited, ſay 


what you will againſt him. We, who are 


your ſeniors, know better; as yourſelt - 


alſo will in time. Why, miſs, demand- 
ed I, has he ever made ſuch offers to 
you ? I would hope, replied ſhe, he would 
behave to all alike. And pray, returned 
I, did you comply with him? Why would 
I aim at drawing her into the very con- 
felſion ſhe was blaming me for, demand- 
ed ſhe ? I replied, becauſe I ſhould be 
glad to know, if he diſtributed his favours 
indiſcriminately to all. Or ſome might 
have reaſon for complaint, ſhe ſaid, and 
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turned off the diſcourſe. I have only 
time to inform you, that my ghoſtly fa- 
ther and mother have been locked up 
above this hour in private, where it is 
not diſputed by the ſiſterhood, but all 
will be ſettled between them, upon a foot- 
ing of future amity and benevolence, for 
the benefit of the community. 


I am, dear miſs, yours, 
F. GRAHAM, 


hos, ns EO < Fo 
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Miſs PIT r, to Miſs GRAN AM, at 
Mrs. Lo PE Z. 


| Dear miſs Graham, 


| | Feb. 8, 1729. b 
| JOTHING in nature could have been 
| more welcome to me than your fa- 

vour of the 20th of December, continued l 


down to the 2 3d of January, in the plea- « 
ſing method of journalizing. Bleſs met © 
my dear Fanny, what a life are you en- 
tered into? But have a good heart, mils ; 
your ſufferings may end both ſooner, and 
| more 
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more ſatisfactorily than with your life; 
and I am glad to hear you are ſo well 
provided for in your illneſs. But pray 
torture me not with the thoughts of a 
conſumption, which by hearing no more 
of, I am in hopes is blown over. Now, 
my dear, if this proves the caſe, ſtand 

firm to your principles imbibed in Eng- 
land; nor let a father's afflictive ſchemes, 
which have already too much abridged 
your bodily delights, eventually conta- 
minate that purer part of you, your ſoul, 
by the ſubtle artifices of that ſet of ver- 
min, whoſe principles and intereſt do 
| both lay them in the way to deceive. 
| J think you behaved moſt worthy of 
1 your character in deteſting his doctrines, 


eee 


; notwithſtanding every threat he can pro- 
nounce againſt you; but I need not em- 
ploy my pen in arguments to canvince or 
5 inform miſs Graham, who is much more 


capable of inſtructing me. 


Mr dear, it is impoſſible you can be 
right as to the time; there muſt be a 
miſtake ſomewhere; nor tho' J aſked: 
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Mr. Thomas your couſin's ſon, and h? 


the curate, can we any otherwiſe account 
for it, than as a miſtake in you, or 
the houſe you are in. 


LEr me adviſe you, miſs, to avoid 
all manner of conference with that old 
hornet, as you ſomewhere pleaſantly call 
him; his very breath, child, is infectious; 
but if I judge aright of my dear Fanny, 
thou wilt give him as good as he brings, 
and ſtand proof againſt all his batteries. 
You perceive, by what you report to 
me, that a ſtrong reſolution is what they 
mentally commend in you. It is your 
eaſy fools, who are frightned to death at 
the ſavage ſtories they tell them, that 
they firſt captivate in their fetters, and 
then they lead them about as they liſt. 
Methinks, my dear, I have that greaſy 
fellow (from your deſcription of him) 
now before my eyes. 


I am heartily glad, child, you have ſe- 
cured to yourſelf ſo good a companion 


as the young lady you mention : for as 
in 
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in the world at large, fo in your leffer 
community, life is not worth holding 
without a boſom friend ; nor is it pal- 
ſible in the nature of things, that they 
ſhould be much multiphed : but indeed, 
my dear, the bleſſing ſeems not fo great, 
for young creatures to take their con- 
finement ſo cordially, as you ſay ſhe 
does; if through the myſteries of the 
place, they can there enjoy themſelves, | 
like all other reaſonable creatures : nay, 4 
if the old proverb will hold, of ſtollen 
pleaſures proving the ſweeteſt, their de- 
lights muſt exceed thoſe of us worldings. 
I ſmile to myſelf to imagine, that your F 
\ ſociety's tongues ſhould ſo bely their ; 
* hearts, as verbally to apply ſaintſhip to 
thoſe, whom their conſciences mult con- 
demn as devils. 


I vow, my dear, now you come to 
talk ſo motherly about lyings-in and 1 
great bellies in your little common- 3 
wealth, you would make one's mouth _ ; 
water to be with you; for I find, as miſs 
Laſcells told you, not a ſingle faculty of 
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ur ſex can lie idle there; but have 4 


are my deareſt friend, how you engage 
yourſelf too far in the myſtical part of 
your pro feſſion, left you ſhould. thereby 
grow incapable of Joys more captivating 
and {uperiative:; 


Having anſwered yours, I come now 
in my turn to give you the intelligences 
of old England. 


Yovr mamma, before you left us, hav- 
ing invited me over to her houſe, I 
rook the opportunity of going pretty 
foon, that I might furniſh myſelf with 
matter for my firſt epiſtle ; when who 
ſhould I find there on a viſit before me, 
but your couſin Croſs; and as ſhe knew 
nothing of me, or I of her, we behaved 
but barely complaifant to each other for 
2 day or two, til] we grew by farther 
converſation more familiar. I then be- 
gan upon you, and your being carried 
off to the nunnery ; mentioning you, as 
a very deſerving young lady in my opt- 
nion, and that it was great pity no better 

under- 
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underſtanding could be preſerved be- 
tween your father and you. Miſs replied, 
that ſurely I had but little acquaintance 
with you, to imagine you deſerving. No,. 
no, ſaid ſhe, her tricks (tho' ſhe being 
my kinſwoman, I am ſorry to fay fo 
much of her) have been too notorious to 
admit of a palliation; as firſt, ſhe run 
away aſter a vicious fellow, who was 
within a thought of debauching her, and 
then made off with another, as vile an 
hypocrite as lives ; one who fed her up 
with vain fancies of marriage, till he 
: ſhould provide himſelf with a proper 
3 opportunity of proſtituting her to his 
| will; and then, would not her father have 
i? . taken her in, ſhe muſt have been caſt 
F upon the publick. Nay, after my uncle 
had repoſſeſſed himſeli of her, ſhe even 
made another clopement ; and after all 
this, when her father would have pro- 
vided a ſuitable match for her, did ſnhe 
not refule it? violently refuſe it? In my 
opinion thereforgy mils, ſhe is beſt pro- 
vided for where ſhe is, unleſs ſhe would 
humble herſelf to my uncle; in which 
cale;. 
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caſe, I myſelf would undertake to pro- 


cure her releaſe, upon her promiſe to 
marry Mr. Harriſon, 


I MaDE as if all but the latter part of 
your hiſtory. was new to me ; but ſtill 
pitying you very much, and wondering 
that your father would not hear the pro- 
poſals of the gentleman, who laſt ad- 
dreſſed you; giving it as my ſentiments, 
that had he proved but of a reaſonable 
| _ _ good character, and in the leaſt fit for 
; your huſband, I ſhould have thought it 
better for your father to have yielded 
tomewhat to your will, and have married 
you to him, at, once. 


| ALL the powers forbid it! ſaid miſs 
= Croſs : for ever, whilſt I live, ſhall 1 
j oppoſe it : nay, indeed it was from mo- 
tives ariſing from me, that my uncle 
denied him an audience. He 1s one of 
the molt filver- tongued knaves in na- 
ture, and ſo ſubtle and artful, that he 
might have ſubdued my uncle's refolu- 
tion, and thereby have introduced a 

ſcandal 
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ſcandal upon our whole family. No, 
madam, added ſhe, it was not only my 
duty to give my uncle all the inſight I 


was able into the man, but my own inte- 


reſt in particular, to prevent his union 
with ſo near a relative of myſelf? 


Nor being able to conceive, but ſhe 


muſt be ſpeaking, and myſelt thinking, 


of different people; I begged to know 
the name of the gentleman ſhe held in 
ſuch diſeſteem ? She replied, Hervey. 
What will not a woman do, thinks I, to 
avoid diſappointment in love ; but I had 
enough of your worthy couſin, at a 
ſingle hearing. All which, my dear, 
but confirming your report, and pro- 
claiming the injuſtice done you, in ſtron- 
ger terms than I could have conceived 
before, hath ſo rivetted me to your fu- 


ture intereſt, that you may command 


my whole power for your ſervice. Nay, 
I attempted to mention Mr. Hervey to 
your papa the next day, who called him 
Iriſhman, fortune-hunter, and other op- 
probrious names; nor would he bear the 

repe- 
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repetition of his name; notwithſtaading 
which, I replied, that was I a father, I 


would give ſuch a man a hearing, when 


if he proved contrary to what he had 
been repreſented to me, he might ſtill 
prove no unacceptable match for my 
daughter; but he ſaid, his information 
was genuine, and from one who wiſhed 
you too well to deceive him ; nor would 


he permit me farther to argue on that. 


head. 


Havine given you, dear mils, a de- 
tail of what hath paſled in your own fa- 
mily, I take leave to remind you of Mr, 


Hervey ; who, after you left him, was 


by thoſe of his own party conveyed to 
Saliſbury, where he lay under very ſlight 


hopes of recovery for above a month; 
having in that time had two ſluggs ex- 


traced from his wound. I viſited him 
twice a week all the time, till he was 
out of danger; and then I ſet out for 
your father's; but, my dear, thy darts 
were of more dangerous conſequence to 
him, than the enemies balls. It was the 

loſs 
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loſs of thee excited his anguiſh, far more 
chan his own bodily pains could, or even 
death itſelf. O Fanny! thou, if ever 
woman was fo, art truly bleſt in the love 
of that valuable man ; nor obſerved I the 
leaſt abatement of his affection; which he 
plainly told me one day, would never 
change, he was certain, tho' he ſhould be 
aſſured of never beholding you more: 


nay, ſhould fate call you to a better 


abode than this earth, and more deſerv- 
ing of you; ſtill would his fancy follow 
you thither, nor ever admit the intruſion. 
of a rival in his affection. 


He imputed the cauſe of his miſ- 
carriage with your father to miſs Croſs, 
and related to me the many contrivances 
ſhe had formed for diſuniting his heart 
from you; but added, that he penetrated 
her deſigns too eaſily to give credit to her 
reports ; proteſting, that ſhe had ſunk 
herſelf ſo low in his eſteem, by the un- 
generous proceedings ſhe had been guilty 
of, that the ſight of an aſp was more 
agreeable to him; nor ſhould he ever 
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more think upon her, but with the ut- 
moſt contempt and diſdain. 


Ar my return from your father's, I 
miſſed Mr. Hervey irom his lodgings, 
nor have I ever nc been able to hear a 
word of him, or irom him. I have uſed 
many means to gain a knowledge of him, 
both at his mother's, and elſewhere ; but 
all my attempts have been ineffectual: ſo 
that at preſent I can ſay no more of him, 
but that an heart ſo true as his can never 
wander from my dear miſs Graham. Pray 
let me hear from you as often as poſlible, 
and ſend me all the news you can ; as 
nothing. from you, my dear, can ever 
prove unacceptable to 


Your ſincere friend and ſervant, 


Mary Prirr. 


Miſs 
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Miſs Fanny GRAHAM, to Mit 
„r 

iſt March, 

W E have had a burial of one of eur 
ſiſters here, who was greatly ſuſ- 
pected to have died in labour; but we 
juniors are not as yet fully. let into the 
knowledge of all the : myſteries of the 
craft. You would have been greatly 
pleaſed at our funeral proceſſion, each 
with a taper in her hand ;. but the beſt 
of all was the funeral oration, in which 
were heaped together by the orator, every 
virtue that could miniſter the moſt diſ- 
tant ornament to the ſex, merely as a 


panegyrick upon this maſt pious, chaſte, 


and exemplary lady. Nay, the grand 
joke was, that not a ſiſter but wept and 
ſighed, in teſtimony of the verity of his 
aſſertion : ſo peculiarly exact are we in 
carrying on the ſhew of ſanctity amongſt 


us, 


THERE was a new ſiſter admitted yeſter- 


day; fo that now I am no longer the ju- 
nior 
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nior of the houſe, nor will many months 


more paſs, before I am admitted to fur- 
ther benefits. 


Miſs Pitt, my dear miſs Pitt, 
| 3d March. 
1 As verily thought, as ever I did in 
my life, that I had ſeen Mr. Hervey 
go by our grate this morning; but me- 
thought he looked more pale than uſual. 
I hope he is not dead, and that what I 
ſaw was not his apparition. I ſhall no 
more enjoy myſelf, till I hear how it goes 
with him. I write, and write on, dear 
miſs, in hopes of an anſwer from you ; 


but none arrives to chear me, and keep 


up my heart under my afflictions. 


Miss, 

11th March. 
1 T is an amazing thing to me, that I 

ſhould not receive yours, (dated as 
plainly the -18th February, 1729, as ever 
I ſaw any thing in all my life) till this 
morning, it muſt have had a much 
longer paſſage than I had. I have now 


an 
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before I cloſe the letter I was ſending to 
you as for yours, I will anfwer it in 
my next. Heaven preſerve Mr. Hervey. 
I have ominous thoughts with regard to 
my ſeeing him the other day. Pray in- 
form me of all you can; my meſſenger 
| N ſtays. I am, dear miſs, 


| f | Your obliged friend, 


F. GRAHAMu. 


: habe . * 5 J. %. 
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3 Miſs Fanny GRAHAM, to Mis 


j O my deareſt miſs Pitt! 
i} March 13, 1729. 
1 1 AM ſo full of joy, that I cannot con- 
tain it. I ſhall rave with it; and all 
my ſiſters take me to be mad already: 
my dear, I ſing about the houſe like a 
canary-bird; fly from place to place like 
a lark; ever reſtleſs and on the wing; 


an opportunity of juſt mentioning this, 


nor know I where, or how to fix upon 
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a ſerious reflection. Would it not half 
craze a more ſteady mind than mine, 
child, to have received a line from the 
man one loves? Him whom I could al- 
moſt have affirmed to have been dead, to 
have been loſt to me for ever ? But then, 
ſuch a letter, my dear, as might revive 
the vigour of fifteen in the grey head; 
much leſs is mine able to ſupport the 
rapture I have been in, ever ſince the re- 
ceipt of it. 


I dox'T wonder now, that your attempts 


for recovering him were vain. My dear, 


he has been at Cadiz theſe five weeks; 


but never found me out till yeſterday, 


he ſays. O, the dear man! I will en- 
cloſe a copy of his letter in mine to you, 
for every beauty of it would be loſt in re- 
lating only the ſubſtance of it. 


Pray, miſs, mind how he begins, and 
ſend me your opinion about it. Read 
it over ſeveral times; you muſt indeed, 
my dear, to take in the whole compaſs 
of his thought, at penning it. I muſt 

own, 
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own, his is one of the ſweeteſt manners 
of writing, I ever met with ; but let me | 
have the full ſcope of your thoughts up- 

On 1t, 


I rad a thouſand things to have add- 

| ed; queſtions to have aſked, and rela- 

| tions to have given you; but, my dear, = 

. I am under ſuch agitation of ſpirit, that 

I can only add how much I am engaged 
to my dear miſs Pitt. 


4 Yours, 


F. GRAHAM. 
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GEORH GY Hervey, Eſq; to Miſs 
FANNY GRAHAM. 


March 13, 1730. 

HOW many penſive walks have I 

taken, within the five weeks of my 

reſidence at Cadiz, my ever blooming ' 

Fanny; but for the ſight, or even the / 

knowledge, where to fix the guardian of 
my heart; till propitious heaven, leſt I 
ſhould 
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ſhould deſpair, conducted me to that 
grate, where the rays of thy dear face 
darting refulgent brightneſs on my ſenſes, 
diſmay'd me from the attempt of ſpeak- 
ing to my ſouls reſidence, leſt a lady, 
then interpoſing between us, ſhould have 
been witneſs of my extaſy, and ſo ſub- 
verted my future hopes of that raptu- 
rous viſion; but having now found a 
means of conveying this to my lovely 
Fanny ; O! let my charmer appoint me 
what moment I may again be bleſt with 
her appearance there alone, that my ſenſes 
may ſeverally feaſt themſelves on that 
elegancy, which, by the gods, is held too 
exquiſite for poor mortals to behold ! 
My life, believe me, as I ever have been, 


ever to be, the moſt humble admirer of 


every excellence, in thee combined. I 


hope for the fruition of them, and am 


Your inceſſant admirer, 


GEO. Htrveyr. 


Miſs 


KN 3 


Miſs Fanny GRAHAM, to GEORGE 
Hz RVEVY, Eſq; 5 


1 March 13, 1730. 
[7 11 r, dear Sir, my gratefulleſt ac- 
knowledgments for this inſtance, 
|. added to the accumulated ties I am 
4 bound by, to be for ever yours. What 
gladneſs mutt have filled my heart, at 
| the bare thoughts of Mr. Hervey's ſtill 
1 enduring affection for. me! but to re- 
7 ceive the- certainty of it under his own 
: hand and ſeal, tranſported me almoſt to 
bliſs immortal, paſt conception by the f 
5 utmoſt ſtretch of thought; much leſs | 
1 expreſſible by the moſt tender and affec- 
tionate language. Let not the towering 
flights of my ſoaring fancy carry me 
from earth, to draw thee after me; but 
rather let me ſpeed to name the ſpot, 
a the hour, the inſtant 1 may be ſuperla- 
| tively happy. At ſix in the morning, f 
preciſely, at the grate. We ſhall then be 
come from mattins; there let me afreſh 
recruit my almoſt exhauſted ſpirits (ſpent 


to 
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for me. I am ever thine, 


pineſs! Are there no locks and bars for 
the reſtraint of worthleſs objects, in love's 


7 © AjNM 3 
to the dregs by our long ſeparation) for 
{till freſh woes, if ſuch are ſtill in ſtore 


F. GRAHAM. 


ANA 


Grorce HEeRvEey, Fla; to Miſs | 
FANNY GRAHAM. | 


WAS ever deſtiny ſo oppoſite, my 

dear Fanny, as mine, to every dawn 
of my happineſs !—Curſt intervention | 
chilling cloud! which ſcreened the ſplen- 
dor of my Fanny from me. Nature ſure | 


14th March. | 


forms defect, to ſully beauty; whilſt 
(ever oppoſites) they, croſs each other ; 


elſe, why that hag, unmeet for human 


Joys, impertinently ſent to ſpoil our hap- 


armoury? That they at leaſt, whom 
providence deſign'd rather to extirpate 
than excite the tender paſſion, might be 
ſecured from interpoling between thoſe, 
who are form'd for love, and finiſh'd for 
delight. | Mr 


TY TY yu we 
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My dear, I'm raging at the diſap- 


pointment; but truſt, my Fanny ſtill 
will condeſcend to iſſue her command 
for another interview; and O! let all the 
world, in ſtupor wrapt, be lock'd in Mor- 
pheus's fetters, except my Fanny, and 


Her extatick adorer, 


GEO. HERVE. 
AAA 


Miſs FAN Nv GRAHAM, to GEORGE 
HERVEV, Eſq; 


Dear Mr. Hervey, 
15th March. 
Vo U acted exceedingly prudent in not 
taking notice of me before my com- 
panions z one or other of whom, being 
the ſeniors of the houſe, are ever intrud- 
ing themſelves upon us young ones, if 


they ſee us but moving towards the grate; 


for being paſt pleaſing conceptions of 
their own, their delight centers in the 
truſtration of our views: ſo that it is 
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very ſeldom we can ſteal toward the grate, 
but ſome of them, like hawks, intent 
upon their prey, dart after us, to prevent 
our enjoyment of it; as the ſiſter of 
yeſterday did. Theſe trials we muſt en- 
dure; it is enough for me to know you 


live, and are ſo near me: but if fate 


proves propitious to my wiſhes, to-mor- 
row's light ſhall place me there again, 
and I hope to better purpoſe than we laſt 
attended ; but not a word, ſhould any 
"envious ſiſter, marking my ſteps, purſue 
me thither. I wonder how you met with 
this inſtrument, ſo well adapted for ma- 
naging our correſpondence. I hope ſhe is 
truſty, nor doubt I much of it, by her 
manner of conveying yours to my hands : 
for the firſt you ſent me, ſhe juſt ſhewed 
me in her hand as I paſſed by her, in 
my ſolitary morning's walk, whilſt ſhe 
was weeding ſome flowers on a border ; 
but no ſooner was ſhe certain I had re- 
marked it, than depoſiting it under a 
little tufr, ſhe went away and left it. Cu- 
rioſity, you will not doubt, excited my 
defire to know the myſtery ; but it had 
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almoſt coſt me my life : for on ſight of 
your hand, I could ſcarce ſuſtain my 
body upright; ſuch a trembling ſeized 
my every joint, for fear of a e 
that I was very near affording the oppor- 


tunity I ſo much dreaded, by falling in- 


ſenſible on the ground, with your letter 
unopened in my hand. 


I STRUGGLED hard to quit the garden, 


and fled to my chamber. What happen- 


ed there, I need not deſcribe to Mr. Her- 
vey, himſelf ſo fired at aught my hand 
affords him. I then wrote you my an- 
{wer, which I diſpoſed in ,the ſame place, 
in ſight of the old woman, who, upon my 
retiring, ſecured it; and thus is the method 
of our correſpondence ſettled. 


WHATEVER you may in particular 
have to ſay to me, bring it with you in 
writing, leſt our diſcourſe ſhould be in- 
terrupted ; as poſſibly I may, what TI have 


to ſay to you: for we cannot aſſure our- 


ſelves of à ſingle moment in abſolute 
privacy at the grate. My beſt wiſhes 
E 2 ſhall 
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ſhall ever attend you, Sir, whilſt I re- 
main | 

5 F. GRAHAM. 


7 , 


GeoRGE HERvEyY, Eſq; to Miſs 
GRAHAM. 


17th March. | | | 


Hax a deluge of miſeries, my dear 
Fanny, will a ſingle gale of thy 
breath chace away ! what an heaven en- 
joyed I in the preſence of my Fanny 
yeſterday! The tranſition was inexpreſ- 
ſible, from the horrors that have for 
months ſurrounded me, to the moſt per- 
fect ſeverity imaginable : but O! me 
Fanny, thoſe joys are but for a taſte, the g 
happineſs is too exquiſite to be enduring, 
yet never can my weather-beaten frame © 
find reſt, ſave on thy boſom. What, | 
ſhall we never be united, Fanny? There's 
frenzy in the thought; we ſhall, we ſhall | ; 
my dear; nor ſhall my brain ſubmit to 
free repoſe, till it has ſketch'd out how to 


make thee mine. Tell me then, Fanny, 
| $4 when 


=p 


F. A 5 „ b 
when I ſhall again enjoy thee at the grate. | 
Shall I turn beggar to receive thy alms 

there ? What ſhall 1 do, to render my- 

ſelf unſuſpected, whilſt I may, fearleſs of 

thy danger, ſtand raviſh'd with thy looks, 

thy ſpeeches to me? For never ſhall ] 

reſt, till by ſome bold ſtroke, I am in 

| | | full poſſeſſion of thee. Return then, 

4 deareſt Fanny, a line of conſolation, to 


Your moſt ſincere 
Geo. HRRVE. 


* * 2 5 My fe I 
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Miſs Fanny GRAHAM, to GLoRGE 
HERVE v, Eſq; 


4 : 18th March. 
X Har you love me, Mr. Hervey, I 
A will not diſpute ; for what elſe can 

, have ſubjected you to the many dangers 
; i and diſtreſſes you ſuffered in England? 
Bo j What elſe can have withdrawn you from 
5 your native ſhore, to lead a fugitive lite 
, J in a foreign country, unknown to every 
6 creature in it, till your ſedulity found me 
12 bert! 
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here? What elſe can cauſe your preſent 
anxiety, and your preſent difficulties, I 
ſay, but the love of me? How ungrate- 
ful then ſhould I prove, did I not on my 
part exert my every faculty towards your 
ſatisfaction. I long no leſs, my dear Mr. 
Hervey, for the freedom of your ſociety, 
than you for mine; but how to compaſs 
it, is the ſole queſtion. Your laſt aſſures 
me, you will poſſeſs me by ſome beld 
ſtroke. I fear, a raſh act will but rather 
retard than accelerate our union ; and 
poſſibly by the moſt diſagreeable means 
to us both: for force will little avail 
you here, nor anſwer any other end, than 
to expoſe yourſelf to every arm againſt 
you, for infringing upon the liberties of 
a religious ſociety. Dear Sir, I have al- 
moſt thought, till I can think no more, 
of ladders, ropes, and even airy convey- 


; ances to you; but when I have Pattered 


myſelf with their approach to perfection, 
my ſpirits flag, and down I fink into the 


bottomleſs pit of impoſſibility. Do you 


then, Sir, exert your talents; a manly ge- 
nius may enterpriſe great things, above 
the 
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the ſtretch of my capacity; but take this 


into the account, dear Sir, that whatever 


Mr. Hervey's ſteady judgment ſhall pro- 
poſe, ſhall at all hazards be prafecnted 
by his ever ready, 


F. GRAHAM. 
PEEL EET TELL ET 


Miſs Pirr, to Miſs GRAHAM. 


My dear miſs, 
| 14th March. 


I Jus received your journal of March 


the 1ſt, continued to the 11th ; and 
tho' my laſt was long in reaching you, 
ſurely yours muſt have flown to me; for 
it could never travel fairly by ſea and 
land, fo far in three days: it is therefore 
apparent to me, you muſt not know how 
time paſſes in Spain: for J am poſitive 
Wing's almanack mult be right, becauſe 
every body I have aſked abour it fays 
he is ſo, and that thoſe of Ryder, the 
London, and Poor Robin, all agree per- 
fectly with it. Pray make inquity of 
| i & | ſame-_ 
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ſomebody without the walls of your con- 
vent, for I miſtruſt the miſtake to happen 
within-doors, for want of more commu- 
nication with the world. 


I vow, my dear Fanny, you have ſo 


many merry ſcenes in your houſe, as give 


me the higheſt reliſh for your way. of 


life; and could one but relinquiſh it at 


pleaſure, I ſhould be prompted to ſeek 
a place with you for a while, to give me 
a more extenſive knowledge of mankind. 
What a farce do you mention in the fu- 
neral oration, for the virgin ſiſter who 
died in child-bed ? It is both amazing 
to the underſtanding, and to the thought 
moſt impious and ſhocking, that perſons 
ſeparated for, and profeſſing ſanctity, 
ſhould thus, not only trifle with man- 
kind, but abuſe their Maker too. 


I come now to give you joy of your 
advancement in the houſe, trom every 
ſtep of which, as your own underſtanding 


may gain enlargement, ſo I am in hop: 


of farther diſcoveries from you. | 
D- 
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DsJjecT not yourſelf, my dear friend, 
with meer fancies and chimeras, about 
viſions and apparitions, which may prove 
as truly prejudicial to your health, as if 
they were real: for tho' I have not hither- 
to been able to find Mr. Hervey's reſi- 
dence; yet, as he was purely recovered, 
and ont of danger from his wound before 
I left him; how many occaſions may 
have withdrawn him to different parts 
of the kingdom, on his own private at- 
fairs, for a time ? So that his writing to 
me, or calling, may either be inconve- 
nient, or impracticable; but I doubt 
not his return to our parts ſoon, if 


only for procuring intelligence of you 
from me. 


I ave a piece of news to tell you, 
my dear, how acceptable I know not; 
but your couſin Croſs has been ſome 
time married, as your mamma informs 
me by a line yeſterday ; now to whom 
can my deareſt Fanny imagine? I know 
thou art upon the rack to know who it 
| E 5 18; 
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is; nor can I make a farther diſcovery 
to you, than that it is to one Tom Goſſe- 
lin, your late maid Hannah's brother, 


who your mamma fays was ſent with a 


letter from Mr. Hervey to her a good 
while ago. What it might contain no 


one knew, but him and Mer: however, 


Tom has ſince been at your father's, and 


told his ſiſter, that his wife cried ſo upon 


the receipt of it, that both himſelf and 
her own ſeryants in the kitchen, were fur- 
priſed at her lamentations, which they 
could very plainly diſtinguiſh from her 


own chamber. 


Sr continued her moans, Tom faid, 
for near two hours; and then coming 
down into the kitchen, he aſked her it 
ſhe would pleaſe to fend any anſwer back 
by him, to which ſhe replied, not that 
day ; but ordered him to wait till morn- 


ing. 


Ix the evening, ſhe ſent for him to her 
chamber, where ſhe demanded ſeveral 


queſtions of him, relative to Mr. Hervey ; 


to 
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to all which Tom anſwering dubiouſly; 
Thou art, ſaid ſhe, the trueſt fellow to 
thy truſt, I have ever met with. Couldſt 
thou be as true and faithful to a wife it 
thou hadſt one? To this, Tom anſwered 
affirmatively; ſhe then taking him by the 
hand, and kiſſing him, ſaid, Thou then 
art the man for me; the reſt of the world 


are blind, and ſtupid creatures. Can you 


love me Tom? He ſhould ever do ſo, he 
replied, were ſhe his wife; but ſuch a fine 
lady as ſhe would not condeſcend to take 
up with a poor country lad like himſelf, 


he was very ſure. If ſhe could imagine 


he would miſuſe her, it was true, ſhe 


could not, ſhe ſaid; but could he be bur 


half ſo faithful to her when an huſhand, 
as he had ever ſhewn himſelf to his em- 
ployers, ſhe ſhould value him above all 
mankind, whoſe hearts were too treache- 
rous to be received into her confidence. 


Poox Tom told his ſiſter he was fo 
confounded, as neither to be able to 
ſpeak or ſtir, till miſs demanding whe- 
ther the affection ſhe had ſhewn him did 


: not 
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not demand ſome return? He plucked 
up his courage for kiſſing her; nor when 
he had once begun, he ſaid, could he re- 
pel his defire for continuing the ſport, till 
the cried out for a reſpite. 


In ſhort, my dear, your mamma ſays 
they were married next morning, tho? ſhe 
has been ſo private as to have concealed 
It, till about ten days ago; when Tom ar- 
rived at her houſe on horſeback, with his 
fervant in livery behind him, to viſit his 
ſiſter, and pay his compliments to your 
mamma, from whom his fiſter learnt all 
this private hiſtory. 


I nave only to add my prayers for 
your ſafety, and that I am | 
Your ſincere friend, 


MARY Pirr. 


P. S. METHINESs, I long to ſee the 
| bridegroom, and whether it is poſ- 
ſible he ſhould cut out Mr. Hervey ; 
for one would think, a girl ſhould 


| never run from better to worſe. 
GEORGE 
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GEORGE HERvEy, Eſq; to Mils 
Fanny GRAHAM. | 


16th March, 
WII. T a miſerable diſappointment 
did I ſuffer yeſterday morning, my 
charming Fanny, when juſt about ſeizing 
the opportunity of ſpeaking to you, for 
a moment or two, by the intruſion of 
that unwelcome puppy, to deſtroy my 
every hope of private conference with 
you! But why call I him fo ? He might 
have attended there on the like errand to 
another fair, and deſerved equal chance 
for privacy with myſelf; nor was I leſs 
criminal in his eye, than he in mine: but 
ſo it was, my fair one, that IT was de- 
barred the pleaſure of your ſentiments 
upon a ſcheme I have projected for your 
deliverance. I am ſcrupulous of com- 
mitting 1t to paper, for fear of accident 
or miſcarriage, leſt, ſhould this be diſ- 
covered, which is my ſheet anchor, and 
whereupon ] found my ſole hope, no other 
means ſhould ever promiſe ſo fair an iſſue. 


ih 86 E- AiN--N. T. 
4 I Have hired a ſtable, from whence, 

"3 by an hole in the wall of your bounds, 

4 againſt which it is built, I had hopes of 1 
5 viewing you; but upon laying all cir- js 
| cumſtances together, have wholly relin- 
i quiſhed the thoughts of that, and ſhall 

{4 adhere to what I am now afraid to men- | 
$1 tion to you; nor can I exactly do it, till 

| after conference with my agent about it. 

1 I veriLyY thought, my deareſt Fanny, 

1 as I was ſitting at my window this morn- >|} 
$3 ing, that I faw Mr. M—c—s paſs by on 1 


the other ſide of the way, in a black wig : 
and Engliſh clothing; but poſſibly 1 13 
might be miſtaken. I heſitate not at | 
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the mention of him now, my dear: rely- : 
! ing ſo ſtedfaſtly on your favour for me, 3 
q that I am wholly fearleſs of his rivalſhip ; 
0 in your affections. I ſhall be at the | 
4 accuſtomed place on Friday, and not be- 4 
if fore, having engaged myſelf for a day | 
wh or two, for the view of ſome curioſities | 
5 I have heard of out of town; though 
. |; 6 wh Ig” 
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wherever I am, no leſs am I, my deareſt 
Fanny's | 

Ever conſtant and faithful 


GEO. HERVEx. 
C 


Miſs Fin GRAHAM, to GEORGE 
Hervey, Eſq; 


17th March, 
CAN you imagine, my dear Mr. Her- 
vey, your diſappointment more than 
mine, that you join me not in the ſame 
predicament with yourſelf ? You cannot, 
ought not, nor do you think ſo, I am 
ſatisfied. However, I approve your reflec- 
tions upon the ſubje&t very much; but 
am under no ſmall diſquiet, till time ſhall 
unvail to me the ſcheme you are project- 
ing for my eſcape. Miſtake me not, 
that I want to draw it from-you, before 
it is ripe for execution. No, dear Sir, 
rather let me remain in longing igno- 
rance, than ru the riſk of 'a failure, 
through my inquiſitiveneſs. 
As 
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As for the ſtable you mention, my ig- 
norance of every thing without the grate 
leaves me uncapable of judging its pro- 
priety for our purpoſe; but my crav- 
ing after ſome means can never be ſatis- 


fied, till we have attained them. 


O! Mx. Hervey, how unhappy ſhould 
I be, could you but harbour the leaſt 
ſurmiſe of a ſubſiſting reſpe& between 
me and Mr. M—c—s. My ingratitude 
muſt exceed that of the moſt ſavage 
creature, ſhould 1 ever ſuffer my fancy 
to ſtray. to what Mr. M—c—s once was 
to me. No, Sir, as 1 have had every 
reaſon upon earth inclining me to deteſt 


and abandon that vileſt. of his ſpecies, 


M—c—s; ſo have I had, and for ever 
ſhall I retain, every the profoundeft rea- 


ſon attractive of my ſoul to good Mr. 
Hervey alone, 


I wisx you a pleaſant tour, wherein ! 
mall mentally accompany you, till 1 am 
bleſt 
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bleſt with the reality at the time appoint- 
ed, where you ſhall find 


Your ever conſtant 


F. GRAHAM. 
dboooheeckecheeteothotoghotokoheckeits 


GEORGE HERVEY, Eſq; to Miſs 
Fanny GRAHAM. 


21ſt March. 
ARDON, my lovely Fanny, the charging 
- myſelf only with the diſappointment 
at but laſt meeting; but yet, my deareſt, 
ſince it has extracted from you how prin- 
cipally you participated therein with me, 
I can amply rejoice at the omiſſion : for 
every inſtance of my Fanny's regard for 
me ſupplies me with delight inexpreſſible. 


I HoPE in a few days, now I am re- 
turned, to be able to offer you my pro- 
poſals. O] may they ſucceed ! on them 
depend my life, my hopes, my future 
happineſs. I am now certain it was 
M -s I ſaw the other day: tor he 


over * 


1 
: : fy 
1 
Pi 
F437 
WE 
. 
Io 
1 
1 
| 
+? 


 — Arr —— — ' —— — — 
8 s < 

, X n - © Fi 

8 * > Go 


90 F. 

overtook me going poſt toward the in- 
land parts of Spain, and perhaps may in- 
tend the tour of Italy. I ſhall be at the 
grate to-morrow. I am but juſt return- 
ed, pretty much fatigued, but could not 
poſtpone my anſwer to yours, which wait- 
ed my arrival. 


I am, deareſt Fanny, ever your 


Geo. Hervey. 


Miſs PIT T, to Miſs GR AAM. 


16th March. 

Ar. that at preſent engroſſes the at- 
tention of our part of 1 the world, my 
dear, is a moſt barbarous murder lately 
committed by one Mr. M—s upon one 
Mrs. C—d, in Glouceſterſhire. | 


Tuts gentleman, whilſt at the univer- 
ſity, had been too free with his barber's 
daughter, who proved with child by him; 
nor were the remonſtrances of her parents 
of weight, for inducing him to marry her, 

as 


. 91 
as it ſeems he had repeatedly aſſured 
them he would do, even till ſhe was 
within a fortnight of her time; when un- 
able longer to conceal the knowledge of 
it from the ears of his ſuperiours, to 
whom the barber inſiſted upon applying; 


the young gentleman did conſent, and 


they were married. In a few days after 
this, he pretended to take her to a rela- 
tion of his in Cheſhire, where ſhe would 
not only be well provided for in her ly- 
ing-in, but might reſide till a proper op- 
portunity for divulging his marriage to 
the world, and acknowledging her pub- 
lickly for his wite. 


Tais ſtory took very readily with the 


father; a chariot was hired, and away 
they went to Glouceſter, where he diſ- 
miſſed the chariot as too expenſive tra- 
velling. They lay there that night, and 
in the morning he perſuaded her to walk 
out with him a little way upon the road, 
on pretence of meeting either coach, of 
ſome other conveyance, at that time, 
better adapted to the ſtate of his finan- 
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ces. They did ſo, and in the evening a 


farmer, who had been over- looking the 


condition of his grounds that afternoon, 
arriving at the very inn they had ſet out 
from in the morning, brought thither an 
account of a murdered woman he had 
found lying in a ditch, in one of the 


fields next the road. This poor creature 


upon the ſurvey, appeared to be the very 
woman who had left that houſe in com- 
pany of this M—s that very morning; 
but he was no where to be found, nor 
hath he as yet been heard of ; which flight 
of his leaves no room to diſpute his being 
the murderer, both of his whore, his wife, 


and child at one blow; for her ſkull was 


fractured, and her throat cut from ear to 
ear. | 

G 7 

I covLD not refrain from tranſmitting 
you an account of this atrocious act, not- 
withſtanding it was out of the courſe of 
our correſpondence ; and ſince I am writ- 
ing, ſhall juſt hint, that from the inqui- 


ries I have made, I am informed your 


couſin Tom has ſet up his chariot, and is 
about 


FANNY, 

about purchaſing a pack of - hounds, and 
lives even beyond the rate of an ordinary 
gentleman of his own country. As to 
your relation's fortune, it may be capable 
of ſupporting thoſe things ; but if not, I 
ſhould think her not many ſtages from 
beggary, 


SHALL I tell my dear friend, that I lie 
no longer under the neglect of the other 
ſex, having received the third viſit from 
a neighbouring young gentleman of very 
good fortune at his own diſpoſal, I 
would give dear miſs Graham, a ſketch 
of his perſon and endowments, could I 
ſpeak without ſuſpected partiality ; there- 
fore, my dear, believe him to be what 
has hitherto rendered his vilits very ac- 
ceptable to me: for I muſt confels, it is 
my opinion that the parties concerned, of 
either ſex, are the worſt qualified of all 
others for delineating genuine characters. 
Forgive, dear miſs, this long epiſtle, from 

Your ſincere friend, 


| MARY PITT. 
Miſs 
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Miſs Pn GRAHAM, to GEORGE 
| Hravery, Eſq; 


30th March. 


W Har an aſtoniſhment am I under 
: O ! thou dear Mr. Hervey ! Whar, 


not a day paſs, but ſtill muſt my reflec- 


tion be recalled to what I might have 
been, but for your tenderneſs of me? 
Why live I thus in bonds, beyond poſſi- 
bility of redemption? But, when I con- 
ſider myſelt as bound to you, Sir; ſo 


far am I from hoping to diſſolve the ob- 


ligation, that I feel my freedom in en- 
deavouring to ſtrengthen it. 


DAR Sir, your love for me will chill, 


(like my own) the very blood in your 


veins, at the peruſal of the incloſed; 
which with another of nearly the ſame 


date, I this day received from miſs Pitt : 


nor (unleſs I am greatly deceived) can 
the cauſe of M—c—58's travels be longer 
doubtful to us; ſince, methinks, upon 
peruſal of her letter, I trace the man 

in 
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in every circumſtance of it, till the very 
cataſtrophe appears; when who ſo likely 
as that villain, daſtard, deceiver, M—c—s, 
to be both the contriver and executioner 
of this deteſtable tragedy ? 


| Pray give me your thoughts of the 
affair, that I may ſee how our opinions 
coincide, or wherein they differ, 


Poox Betſy | I fear ſhe is ruined. The 
miſchief intended me, is fallen upon her 
own head. Could any one, dear Mr. 


Hervey, who had once loved thee, have 


condeſcended to the ſcum of life, in lieu 


of thee ? But miſs Pitt's intelligence, re- 


lative to my man Tom, concerns me 


more for his ſake than her's; tho' it moſt- 


ly happens ſo; ſet a beggar on horſe- 
back, the beaſt never wants riding 
enough : as Tom therefore is fallen into 
her fortune, Il warrant him he will 
hve well while it laſts; but alas! poor 
Betſy ! if that's the caſe, you have made 
a gentleman of your huſband; and he 
may make a ſlave of his wife. , 
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I sn ſtill decline coming to the 
grate for two or three mornings more, 
that, if poſſible, the ſuſpicion you have 
raiſed, by having been ſeen there ſo often 
by ſome of our elderly matrons, juſt at 
the time of my coming, may ſubſide 
again; nor would it be amiſs to refrain. 
from the ſight of each other till farther 
notice, ſince we have found out ſo ready 
a conveyance of our ſentiments to each 
other, not liable to ſuſpicion ; for it were 
far better to ſuffer a temporary inconve- 
nience that way, than poſſibly by giving 
too much cauſe for miſtruſt, to be ſub- 
jected to a final ſeparation. 


Your anſwer will either diſſuade from, 
or confirm in her ſentiments, | 


Yours, 


F. GRAHAM. 


GEORGE 


GE 
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GrorGEe HERVEY, Eſq; to Miſs 
Fanny GRAHAM. 


March 31, 1730, 

JA M -but too well convinced from the 

deſcriptions in miſs Pitt's letter of the 
16th, that my deareſt Fanny pointed out 
the very murtherer therein mentioned 
but as I know not whether you ever diſ- 
cloſed the intimacy you had with him ſo 
minutely, as to give her a ſuſpicion of 
your knowledge of him, or whether ſhe 
ſends you the account merely for the re- 
cency and barbarity of the fact, that be- 
ing as yet confined to your own breaſt, I 
can form no judgment of it; but I make 
no more doubt of his being the only ac- 
tor in that tragedy, than that he is now 
Aying from the ſentence waiting on his 
crime; but whither, my dear, can ſuch a 
wretch fly for peace, whilſt he can never 
avoid himſelf, his own conſcience, that 
faithful evidence ever at his elbow, {till 
thundering out his condemnation ? 


Vo I. II. F O 
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O Fanvyy ! I ſhudder at the thoughts 
of what you have eſcaped; nor to have 
gained the world; no, not even thee, 


my deareſt Fanny, infinitely more valu- 


able to me, would I be conſigned to the 
torments that undone wretch muſt feel 
was I even certain of never being accuſed 


of it. 


T pLEASE myſelf at your pity ſor miſs 
Betſy, or rather now Mrs. Goſſelin; tho' 
I can imagine it wrong placed : for the 
falſe, the ſly detractor, the profeſſed 
friend, who for her own ſake, regardleſs 
of her friend, ſhall without ſufficient cauſe 
on her part, ſeek her deſtruction, and 
that ſolely for her own ends too, is ſo far 
from meriting compaſſion from the in- 
Jured party for her misfortunes, that the 
moſt which chriſtian charity can require 
is, not to aim at a retalliation, nor other- 
wiſe to add to her afflictions. 


Vain ſoul! could ſhe aim at affront- 
ing me, in marrying with that undeſira- 


ble 


1 Id 99 
ble fellow ! Poſſibly ſhe might; but was 
therein deceived : or was it to return up- 
on herſelf your injuries, that fate ordain- 


ed a match ſo unequal and diſagreeable ? 
That my letter ſtored with the ſtrongeſt 


invectives my diſappointment could fur- 
niſh out, ſtung her, is moſt certain from 
her behaviour at the receipt of it; but 
little did I then conjecture ſhe would 
have applied each paragraph litterally : 
for having therein debaſed her, in my 
opinion, to the moſt inferior claſs of mor- 
tality; as if conſenting to the rank I 
held her in, has joined herſelf to one of 
her own form. 


I cannot ſay my rancour goes ſo far 
fs to wiſh the evil, ſhe is moſt probably 
conſigned to; but I muſt confeſs, my 
hand would flinch at my offering it to 
her relief, 


I nearTILY wiſh your friend miſs Pitt 
as happy in the conſummation of her 
amour, as I hope, my dear Fanny, we 

F 2 ſhall 


er 
ſhall one day be; nay, as we muſt be, if 
it exceeds not the power of thy 


Ever conſtant, 


GEO. Hervey. 
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Miſs Fanny GRAHAM, to Miſs 
* 


My dear mils, 

April 2, 17 30. 
Ov R ſhocking ſtory of the murdered 
young lady was very terrible to me, 
nor ſhould I, in caſting my thoughts 
cound the world for an author of ſo diſ- 
mal a fact, have readily hit upon a per- 
on. capable of it, had not yours pointed 
gut to me the very villain, who would 
dave debauched me at Oxford, but by the 
-oncurrence of circumſtances and time, 
de poor butchered young creature can- 
ot be her, whoſe parent, I told you, ap- 


plied 


my 
* 


F A-N NY, IO! 
plied to that wretch to marry his daugh- 
ter, in my hearing ; though he, for my 


quiet ſake, laid the caſe upon his friend. 


O! impious barbarity ! had the brute that 
in his head, when he deluded the poor 
creature to his embraces, on pretence of 
marrying her? O monſtrous inhumanity! 
how can ſuch a devil even endure his own 
being! Mr. Hervey, who has twice ſeen 
him within theſe few days paſt, is per- 
fectly of my opinion. He ſaw him laſt 
poſting towards Italy; ſo that in all pro- 
bability, the halter will never be his fate: 
though, ſet aſide the iniquity introductory 
to it, I ſhould infinitely prefer it, with 
every concomitant ſhame and ignominy, 
to. a life to be led for ages under the 
pangs of a corroding conſcience. 


SURELY miſs, a more than uſual evil 
deſtiny has attended my oppreſſors; firit, 
in this monſter, who is now abandoned 

to miſery z and then my couſin, who, 
you ſay, is in a fair way, though in a 
leſs dreadful manner, of bringing her- 
ſelf to penury ; whilſt I, the ſport, the 
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prey of theſe once projectors of my tuin, 
am enjoying all that my preſent ſituation 
is capable of, and in daily expectation 
of an enduring felicity. 


Give me leave, miſs, to wiſh you joy, 
upon your approaching nuptials, which 1 
call ſo, becauſe by ſome expreſſions in 
your laſt, I preſume, you have reſerved 
to yourſelf no negative to it. Your 
avoiding all further deſcription of the 
gentleman, than his agreeableneſs to you, 
leaves me, who have fo implicit a depen- 
dence upon your judgment, no room for 
other conjecture, than of the height of 
his perfections; but fancies are various 
that therefore you may both be ever moſt 
pleaſing to each other, ſhall be the hearty 
deſire of, dear miſs, 


Your ſincereſt friend, 


F. GRAHAM, 


GLroRGE 
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Grorce Hervey, Eſq; to miſs 
GRAHAM. 


April 5, 1730. 

| No or never, my ever lovely Fanny; 
am I in hopes, not only of an 

opportunity of ſaluting you at the grate, 


but of enfolding you in my longing arms 
for cver. 


My fair one, I have ſpent ſome hours 
theſe ſeveral days paſt with the old weeder, 
our intermeſſenger; and find her a good 
ſenſible woman at the bottom. I have 
paid her high, ever ſince ſhe has been 
retained in my ſervice, and have promiſed 
her fifty piſtoles upon the nail, if we ſuc- 
ceed in our enterprize; but as ſhe can't 
/ ſpeak to you herſelf, to inform you of 
any part of our deſign, I am obliged to 


pen it down for your direction, juſt as 
it is to be carried on. 


Sye informs me, there is an old fellow, 
who conſtantly works with her in your 
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grounds, who, ſhe knows, ſets out to- 
morrow to ſee a ſiſter of his, about ſeven 
mules off. We have agreed, that as he 
will make this viſit in his beſt clothes, 
ſhe, who lodges in the ſame little houſe 
with him, ſhall put on ſuch of his work- 
ing gear, as ſhe can beſt wear under her 
upper garments, with his ſhoes in her 
pocket, his breeches and ſtockings on, 
and every other part of his dreſs, with 
which you are to diſguiſe yourſelf, in a 
little houſe, Where, ſhe ſays, the tools 
lie; and in the evening, you are to walk 
out with her, having your face and hands 
aubed, like his, that you may not be 
known. She intends to ſtay longer than 
ordinary at work, that it may be duſkiſh 
at your departure. You will find the 
things ready for you, at coming from 
your afternoon prayers, 


Now, my dear, all will in great mea- 
ſure depend upon your perſonating, as 
near as may be, the old man; which, as 
you have been ſo much uſed to him, ſhe 
doubts not but you may eaſily do. 


I $HALL 
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I $HALL commit you to the guidance 
of providence; for we attempt no un- 
lawful enterprize, and therefore I am the 
leſs dubious of its ſucceſs. The old wo- 


man will, if you eſcape, conduct you to 
the arms of 


Your anxious, but conſtant, 


Gro. HERVEV. 
FCC 


Mrs. Ann GRAH AM, to Mails 
Fanny GRAuAM. 


My dear Fanny, | 

April 16, 1730, 
Our father, child, hath long won- 
dered at his never receiving the 
leaſt line from you, ſince your departure; 
nay, my dear, I ſpeak it in confidence 
between you and me, that he ſeems great- 
ly uneaſy at it; but will not firſt begin 
a correſpondence with you, judging it 


your place to condeſcend to him, by. 


your intreaties and ſubmiſſion. As, you 
know his humour, that he may be led, 
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but cannot be driven, I am ſurpriſed you 


have never offered: at a reconciliation with 
him. 


Mx dear, you are ſenſible how tender- 
Iy we both love you, as our only child, 
and the hopes of our future family ; why: 
then ſhould your perverſeneſs hurry you 
from the protection of ſuch affectionate 
parents? Let me intreat you to beg your 
father's pardon; convince him how your 
mind is filled with a lively ſenſe of your 
folly; that you ſhall for ever henceforth: 
acquieſce in his pleaſure, and, as it be- 
comes you, purſue every meaſure which 
may reinſtate you in his favour. 


I wovLy have you preſs this very home 
to him, believing it may prove the ready- 
eſt, if not the only means of your diſ- 
charge. For though, till you take the 


| vow upon you, you are at' his diſpoſal, 
and may be recalled from your confine- 


ment at his pleaſure ; yet, when once you 


are obliged by that tye, all future appli- 
cation will — fruitleſs. 


1 Iam 
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11 A M ſorry to tell you, your couſin 


Croſs has played an imprudent part, in 


marrying without the conſent or advice 


of her friends, to 4 mere booriſh illite- 


rate beggar, whe ſpends her fortune un- 
mercifully, and treats even her perſon 
extremely ill already; but. what better 
is to be expected from raſh unadviſed 
matches. Let her miſcarriage give thee 
more caution and . prudence, my dear, 
than to tread in the ſame ſteps, to as cer- 


tain ruin. 


I » you apply not quickly to your fa- 


ther for his. forgiveneſs, and caſt your» - 


ſelf wholly upon his pleaſure, he talks 
of altering his will, cutting you oft with 
a ſhilling, and. giving his whole poſſeſ- 
fions, at my death, to your couſin Harry; 
fo that, my dear, you have only this al- 
ternative, comphance with your father, 
and ſettled tranquillity to all; or con- 
ſuming the remainder of your whole life 
in a priſon, t to our mutual diſtreſs and 
pri 
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'DeLay not my requeſt a moment, my 
dear child, for the ſake of thy poor mo- 
ther, who will otherwiſe ſoon be widow- 
ed : for though your father is reſolute, I 
ſee your behaviour has rankled ſo on his 
fpirits, as to have already impaired them 
very much ; nor do I imagine he will 
hold it long, unleſs an accommodation is 
made between you. O Fanny! Fanny! 
I could wiſh thou hadſt not ſo large a 
portion of thy poor father's temper, which 
has too long rendered all his dependents 


unhappy. 


- | Cons1DER then, my dear, and if for 
AO other reaſon, ſubmit at the intreaty of 


Thy unfortunate mother, 


ANN GRARHAM. 
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Miſs Fanny ̃ GRAHAM, to Miſs 
FiTT; 


April 10, 1730. 

COurp you but conceive my delight, 
dear miſs, in the full and free enjoy- 
ment of Mr. Hervey's ſociety, I am ſure 
your loving heart would rejoice with me. 
My dear, I am free, I am at large, as a 
native of the world again, and have been 
ſo theſe three or four days paſt; and as 
I am now a little compoſed, and Mr. 
Hervey from home, I will give you an 
account of my eſcape. That loving man, 
my dear, whoſe head was ever plotting 
my deliverance, at laſt effected it, by 
means of a weeding woman, a daily at- 
tendant in our garden, who, from his firſt 
finding me out, had negotiated a correſ- 
pondence between us. This kind wo: 
man, I ſay, introduced the habit of a 
male partner of hers in her labours for 
my wearing; and. in his abſence, at twi- 
light, perſonating him, I paſſed the cens 
tine], gained the city, and have ever ſince 
been 
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been with my dear Mr. Hervey, who 
having ſhifted his lodging to a remote 

part of the town, took me with him as 

his friend, dreſt in man's clothes, which 

he had beforehand provided ſuitable for 

my wear; nor know I yet, how long 1 

may remain here; but ſhall not. ſtir till 

matters are recompoſed; for my enlarge- 

ment having furniſhed rumour with abun- 

dance of employment, diligent ſearch is 
making after me, nor ſhould I have had 
ſo good a chance for concealment. upon 
the road, had we travelled directly, as was 
firſt deſigned z; for no place is fo n 
as amongſt a multitude. 


I SHALL at leaſt ſtay here till, you re- 
ceive this, in hopes of preventing any 
further application of yours to me, from 
falling into improper hands, til} I have 
ſent you directions for eee me 
ſafely. 


1 recerveD a letter from my mamma 


zuft before my eſcape, beſeeching me to 
intreat my father for a diſmiſſion from 
4; N my 
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my confinement : but, poor ſoul, ſhe 
little knows I am already paſt his further 
violence ; never, never more, deareſt 
Molly, but with life, to part from that 
man, whoſe concern has ſo many ways, 


and to ſuch an high degree, been demon- 
ſtrated for me. 


T SHALL thank her for her care of me 
by this poſt, and aſſure her, that from 
henceforth two heads muſt be conſulted 
in all my affairs. I hope, in anſwer to 
this, for an account, by what name and 
where I am to addreſs you for the future, 

till fate ſhall diſpoſe me for England, 
where no perfon will ever be more wel- 
come than yourſelf to the eyes of 


Your fincereſt friend, 
F. GRAHAM 


* 


* 


Miſs 
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Mi Fanny GRAHAM, to Mrs. 
ANN GRAHAM. 


Honoured madam, 
April 20, 1730. 
1 RC EIVED yours with all dutiful re- 
gard from a child to a parent; but as 
for the advice you are therein pleaſed to 
give me, if I may be bold to ſay ſo, it 
arrived rather too late to be beneficial, I 
having left the convent ſince it reached 
me. 


You very well know, madam, I ſub- 
mitted ſufficiently to my father's decree 
in coming over hither, into that confine- 


ment, which you both can teſtify my diſ- 
approbation of ; why then, if my father 
was, as you ſay, a tender parent, was 1 
' ſent hither? Was it merely as an evidence 
of affection, becauſe I was his child, to 
exerciſe me in theſe diſtreſſes, he would 
have ſcorned to inflict upon a ſtranger. 
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Can you imagine, madam, that I pur- 
poſed to ſtay here longer than needs muſt? 
No, ſurely ; and now the time being paſt 
for obtaining my liberty, know, madam, 
and pray inform my father, that I owe it 
to that Iriſh fortune-hunter, of whom my 
couſin was diſappointed, after every baſe 


artifice to gain him to herſelf, which oc- 
caſioned her falſe trip in taking that boor- 


iſh illiterate fellow you mention, to her 


bed. 


Was it poflible, madam, you ſhould 
imagme that I, who from nature inherit 
the humours of. my father, ſhould be 
ſubdued in my obſtinacy, as you pleaſe 
to call it, by a bare letter from you, and 
that too the firſt, aſter an abſence of full 
fix months? No, aſſure my father, ma- 
dam, that had I been ſtill in durance, I 
had ſcorned to give up my natural rights, 
(as I take diſpoling of myſelf, or at leaſt 


with my free conſent, to be) to the will 


of any man, Therefore, madam, what 
you ſtile obſtinacy in me, I call reſolu- 
tion; and that founded upon the ſtricteſt 

juſtice, 
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juſtice, which will ever prevail with me 
for the maintenance of my liberty, in op- 
poſition to every oppreſſive ſcheme for re- 
ducing me to an abject ſlavery. 


You ſay, madam, my father and you 
love me tenderly, from what circum- 
ſtances am I to credit this? Can your 
tenderneſs produce no other effects than 
to make me miſerable ? If fo, madam, 
let me beg you to change hands, and uſe 
me as roughly as poſſible ; which proba- 
bly may alleviate my ſufferings ; but I 
doubt not of ſoon being ſettled in Eng- 
land, not with the fortune-hunter, but 
the ſame Mr. Hervey, whoſe bounty will 
afford me what my own parents have hi- 
therto denied me ; though he has had the 
fame occaſion for deſpiſing me, (if he 
would have credited Mrs. Goſſelin, whoſe 
name you ſee J am no ſtranger to, nor 
have been ſo ever ſince it was altered) as 
you had, who too implicitly gave heed 
to her inſinuations againſt me. 
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F SHALL ever be ready, as will Mr, 
Hervey, to pay our duties to yourſelf 
and my father, whenever it ſhall pleaſe 
you to regard us as children ; but your 
uſage of me has cancelled the obligation, 
that ſhould have brought me to your 
feet for pardon. I am, 


Madam, 
Your much injured daughter, 


F. GRAHAM. 
lll elle 


Miſs Fanny GRAHA M, to Miſs 
PF1TT. 


Dear mils, 
Rome, June 14, 1730. 


Sur never poor wretch was ſo-wea- 
ther- beaten, and toſſed from poſt to 
Pillar, as I have been; whilſt that ſweet 


man, Mr. Hervey, patient as a lamb, has 


attended me more like a ſlave, than one 


who ought to command me; without the 


leaſt 


| 
| 
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leaſt complaint at the numberleſs vexa- 
tions we have met with ; for he, dear 
ſoul, is only ſet to my balance; ſmiles 
when I am pleaſed, and grieves at all that 
ever ſo little diſcourages me; as if really 
his own intellects were of no other uſe 
to him, than to form his countenance 
and behaviour correſpondent to my pre- 
vailing paſſions. 


Miss, I grow more and more ſo de— 
voted to him, that I am almoſt mad at 
the poverty of my ſentiments, for ex- 


preſſing his real worth and my affection 


for him. 


We waited in Cadiz for about three 
weeks after I wrote to you, and would 
then have taken ſhip in the harbour, but 
were not duly qualified for the ſtrict exa- 
mination we muſt have gone through, 


before we could have been admitted on 
board. 


Tuis diſturbed us for a few days, till 
we had determined to buy two mules, 
and 
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and dreſſing like countrymen, to ſet out 
with them loaden before day-light, to- 
wards the country. We did fo, having 
procured all things in readineſs, for we 
had taken a little ſtable for our beaſts 
ſome days before; where we alſo depo- 


fired clothes proper for the characters we 
were to aſſume. 


W left our lodgings, on pretence that 
we had taken others, and having but a 
ſlender equipage, were preſently ready for 
moving. We lay for that night in the 
ſtable with our mules, and before day- 
light next morning had quitted the city, 
plodding on, as near each other as we 
could, like clowns, intent only upon our 


beaſts and their lading. 


W halted at about the diſtance of 
ſixteen miles from Cadiz, where we lay; 
having been joined by ſome of our own 


fraternity, or we had been ſadly at a non- 
Plus, where to have put up properly ; but 
we were obliged to take the bad with 


the good : for though our companions 
| were 
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were of ſervice in directing us to a proper 
hoſtry, yet, when we came to converſe 
with them, on ſuch affairs only as they 


were fit for diſcourſing on, had not Mr. 


Hervey, under pretence of illneſs, ſought 
after his bed, we had moſt aſſuredly been 
diſcovered. | 


We ſhifred off this dilemma pretty 
tollerably ; but the houſe we inned at 
affording us but little choice of beds, and 
thoſe more than one in each room, diſ- 
treſſed us again prodigiouſly. | 


THE people of the houſe would not 
be perſuaced, but that we two friends 
might lie together, as others they ſaid 
muſt do. They ſhould have enough upon 


their hands, were they to find ſeparate 
rooms and beds for every body; they 


did not ſuppoſe but that all their rooms 
and beds too would be full before morn- 
ing; ſo that we mult lie together, 


Ms. Hervey, though he was fearful of 


urging the matter too far, uſed however 
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many arguments for two rooms for us; 
at leaſt for one room with but one bed 
in it, which could we have procured, he 


had deſigned it for me, and would have 


ſhifted for himſelf, any where; but tho' 
he offered very roundly for it, no ſuch 
thing was to be obtained; ſo that the 
beſt we could compaſs was one bed for 
us both in the ſame room, where only 
two more men were to occupy another; 
which having ſubmitted to, we both lay 
down in our clothes till morning, and 
then proſecuted our journey. 


As it mattered not much to us what 
courſe we ſteered, fo that we might but 
avoid ſuſpicion, or hue-and-cry, we never 
once inquired for ſeveral days to what 
parts our direction, tended ; till at length 
we were informed, that we were in the 
road to Malaga, and not many days diſ- 
tance from the ſea - coaſt. 


Norkixo ſounding more agtecably than 
that to us, we purſued our road for ſeve- 
ral days further, till we. arrived there; 

but 


| 
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but as we had ſhook off our fellow- tra- 
vellers at our firſt ſtage, ſo we were cau- 


tious how we inliſted ourſelves again in 
any other ſet of companions. 


I cannort ſay our journey was very 


diſagreeable, though the ſun was prodi- 


giouſly ſcorching. We relieved ourſelves 
however, as often as we could, by riding; 
ſometimes one, and ſometimes both: for 
we had only our clothes in the panniers 
for beſt part of the way, till we had 
reached within a league of Malaga ; when 
reclothing ourſelves properly, we entered 
Mal-ga on foot, having turned up our 


mules to the next corner. 


AFTER we had been ſettled for a day 
or two, for we ſtill dreaded being too 
long in a place, nquired after the 


ſhipping, whether any was ready to ſail ? 


and to what place ? And at length found 
a ſmall veſſel bound to Italy, which Was 
to ſail in about a week. 
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As our buſineſs was to leave Spain be- 
hind us with the utmoſt expedition, and 
as no part of the world would come amiſs 
to us, from whence we might but in the 
long- run reach England; ſo we ſecured 
ourſelves places on board that veſſel. I 
own, though we were almoſt in another 
world, as diſtant as we well could from 
my convent ; yet I could not endure to 
walk the ſtreets, for fear of detection ; 
and perſuaded Mr. Hervey to let us ſpend 
our time on board ; but he, curious of 
novelty, ſtill deferred it, till we ſhould 
have notice of the ſhip's ſailing. 


Ox the very morning, in which we 
received orders to be on board by noon 
the next day; as Mr. Hervey and I were 
paſſing by one of the churches there; 
who ſhould front us, as we were under 
debate at the door, whether we ſhould 
go in or not, but my old father Amag- 
gio coming out of the ſame door. 
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Wurrhr he recollected me again, 
or only had ſome faint idea of my face, 
without remembering my name, and the 
place of my abode, or not, I can't ſay; 
but he eyed me, to my apprehenſion, as 


| though he was certain of me; {topping a 


conſiderable time before he proceeded, 
and even then looking ſeveral times be- 
hind him at me. 


I was never in ſuch confuſion, my 


dear, in my whole life-time ; nor can [ 
now conceive what reſtrained me from 


falling on my knees, and begging him to 
favour my eſcape : -for it was the only 
thing my mind was then at work upon ; 
not in the leaſt doubting but he perfectly 
knew me. Nay, after he had leſt me, 
my knees {mote together, and I was in 
ſuch an agitation, both of fleſh and ſpi- 
rit, that Mr. Hervey, who had perceived 


it, ran to ſupport me from ſinking, and 


egged me to inform him of the cauſe 
of my diſcompoſure; for, he ſaid, that 
ſome- 
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ſomewhat had ſurpriſed me, he was cer- 
tain, 


IT was ſome time before I could reco- 
ver my tongue; but when I did, dear 
Sir, ſaid I, let us fly, let us fly; yonder 
is Amaggio, the very confeſſor of our 
convent ; he certainly knows me. Ob- 
ſerved you not how earneſtly he eyed 
me? He is gone for aid to ſecure me, and 
I am. undone. I was juſt falling into a 
fir, but Mr. Hervey, who was as ſenſible 
of our danger by this time as myſelf ; 


taking me by the hand and comforting 
me, drew me after him to the water- ſide, 


where taking boat immediately, we put 
off for the veſſel, nor ever {et we a foot 
on ſhore thicre again. 


My dear muſs, rejoice with me for that 
great deliverance, . which gave us an op- 
portunity in about twelve days of land- 
ing at Leghorn, where we believed our- 
{elves to be in ſafety. 
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Wk ſtaid not long there; for as my 
pleaſure advanced my dear Mr. Hervey's 
ſatisfaction to their ſupreme pitch; hav- 
ing heard me ſay that I wiſhed we had 
landed any where near Rome, that kind 
man could no longer reſt, till he had 
ſhewn it me : ſo that we ſet forwards in 
about five days for that city ; but alas ! 
my dear what a melancholy image ac- 
coſted me, at about half way my journey, 
in the very M--c--s, whom you ſent me 
an account of from England, wound- 


ed, pale, languid, bleeding, and conducting 


to the town we had juſt paſt through, to 
be delivered into the hands of juſtice, for 


a murder he had then inſtantly commit- 
ted on the road; but it happening to have 


been tranſacted in the ſight of two paſſen- 
gers, they immediately ran in, and with 
their ſwords almoſt chopt him to pieces, 
before he would ſurrender; ſo that there 


being ſuch ſtrong evidence of the fact 


againſt him, it was not doubted but he 


would be executed for the crime. 


REALLY, 
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RAIL V, my dear miſs, when one ſets 
one's ſelf ſeriouſly to conſider theſe things, 
when one ſees how events are brought 
about, without any determined deſign of 
the agents, one would imagine that we 
were, even the beſt of us, but as ſo many 
puppets, directed to every action by the 
inviſible wires and machinery that put us 
in motion from behind the curtain. 


I sHaLL, in a poſtſcript, inform you 
how to direct for me, and as we purpoſe 
to ſtay. two months here, we may pro- 


bably have. the pleaſure of Meaning, from 


you. 


M. Hervey has wrote for remittances 
from England; ſo that we muſt wait 
their arrival, and probably when they 
come, ſome time longer. 


Wovrp you imagine it, my dear! I 


ſpeak it only as between us two ; that 
though I am aſſured Mr. Hervey loves 


me as his own ſoul; could you imagine, 
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clined to it till we ſhould arrive in Eng- 


vance mentioned it, he holds whatever 


I ſay, that having once touched upon our 
marriage at Cadiz, and TI ſeeming diſin- 


land; he has never in all this time once 
preſſed me to it, nor even by a ſide- ad- 


opinion I am of, fo ſacred; for if he had, 
I ſhould never more have oppoſed it. 


My dear miſs, if your lover proves 
but an Hervey, we ſhall be abſolutely 
the two happieſt women in the world. 


A worD of coulin Goſſelin, and how 
my family goes on, in your next, to | 


Your ſincereſt friend, 


F. GRAHAM. 


: Mrs, j 
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Mrs. Sopnra HERvey, to GEORGE 
HE RVE Y, Eſq; 


Dear ſon, 
| July 15, 1730. 

NzetpD not multiply words, to convince 

you how pleaſing every of your grati- 
fications are to your aged mother; but 
give me leave to add the fatisfaction it 
affords me, in that you are again poſ- 
ſeſſed of that valuable lady, in whom I 
claim no little intereſt, excluſive of your 


own in her. 


War can enter into the heart of 
man, - prompting him to thwart the 
inclination of his own child? Eſpecially 
in an aftait ſo merely arbitrary, as the 
election of an help mate for life? Ad- 
vice is the duty of a parent to a child, in 
every caſe; but conſtraint in this caſe 
argues the monſter. Had you, my ſon, 
made choice of a lady with a fortune ſu- 
perior to your eſtate; but of a perverſe 
diſpoſition, and a ſullied character, ſhould 

NF I 
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I have had ſuch regard to that, as to 
have neglected theſe in my exhortations 
to you ? Diſcretion and prudence would 
have forbid it. Then turn the tables, 
and ſuppoſe her diſpoſition and character 
amiable and unexceptionable, but for- 
tune wholly defective, would not the re- 
ſpe& I ſhould have beheld thoſe excel- _ 
lencies with, have over-ſwayed me in 
their favour againſt the conſideration of | 
her indigence? Surely it would, it ought : 
but my dear child, what ſhall be ſaid to 
the parent, who, where neither fortune, 
family, nor merit are wanting, ſhall by | 
his own arbitrary ſentence annul that hap- 
pineſs his child covets, in prudence, and 
to her advantage ? It I muſt pronounce 
my judgment on him, ſuch a parent is 
juſtly diſappointed of his aim; nor can 
"Ft I diſcommend thee, George, for thy 
k ſteady attachment to this lady, and per- 
| ſeverance in the attempts to make her 
thine. I have ſent the ſum you wrote 
for, and have added two hundred pounds 
to it, as a preſent for miſs Graham, there 1 
being many pretty toys at Rome, which 4 
: will 4 
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will be worthy of her cabinet in England. 

I heartily wiſh you both well, ſend you, 
my ſincere bleſſing, and have only to 
wiſh that heaven will preſerve my life till 
my dear children, ſhall by their preſence, 
once more gladden the heart of their 


Moſt loving and affectionate mother, 
SoPHIA HERVEY. 


P. S. Your ſiſters deſire their love ds. 
you both. 


Miſs PiTT, to Miſs GrRanam. 


July 17, 1730. 

THov, my deareſt Fanny, haſt the 
leaſt reaſon girl ever had, to com- 
plain of difficulties, which ſtill but heighten 
the expreſſions of Mr. Hervey's delight in 
thee, I know not how enough to envy 
thy happineſs, when I review "the beha- 


viour of that deſirable man to you, ever 
the ſame, ever delectable; nor doubt I of 
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ſuitable returns from your prudence and 
capacity. | 


Tur little hiſtory of your ſtay at Ca- 
diz, with the manner of it, the contri- 
vances, little artifices, and diſguiſes of 


your perſons and actions; your travels, 
and the rubs you met with by the way, 


your fears, your doubts, your diſhiculties, 
there and at Malaga, till you got on 
board, I could perufe twenty times over; 
ſtill tracing every ſtep as a companion 
with you, Whillt my mind is affected 
with the ſame joys and diſappointments, 
doubts and apprehenſions, with my 
deareſt Fanny ; but whether I ſhould 
have ſtood the fight of old Amaggio ſo 
well as you did or not, I am doubtful : 
for I think, after the hazards I had 
run for my liberty, the leaſt poſſibility of 
returning to my former privatioa of it, 
would have ſunk me at his feet, and 
have diſcovered me. But, my dear, no 
ſooner have I accompanied you on board, 
than my flagging ſpirits clear up again, 
and with thee and thy Hervey am I all 

olad- 
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gladſomeneſs and vivacity: ſo that, my 
dear, there was no occaſion for your re- 
minding me of the joy I was to conceive 
for your deliverance every ſtep. of my 
Fanny, fo nearly affecting me with ſenſa- 
tions agreeable to her own, upon the oc- 
caſion. | | 


How I envy thee, my dear, the view 
of that place, which preferable to all 
others has captivated the imaginations of 
all mankind! and fain would I conceive 
myſelf there with you; but my ideas 
charged with too towering a proſpect, 
ſtart at my incapacity of attaining it. 


My dear Fanny, what are we to judge, 
or rather what is there we may not draw 


into judgment, when we conſider the fate 


of thy wretched oppreflor, receiving the 
recompence for his crimes in thy pre- 
ſence? How amazingly has providence 
retaliated upon him, making thee, child, 
a ſpectator of its juſtice ! but why you 
ſhould call it a melancholy proſpect, I 


am not able to fathom ; unlets you ſtill 


3 can 


132 FAN MY; 

can retain (which heaven forbid) any 
remnants of former affection for ſo unde- 
ſerving an object, in prejudice of Mr. 
Hervey. No, I will not ſuffer the 
thought to encroach, but for a moment ; 
it cannot be. Let me impute that flight, 
merely to the ſhockingneſs of the ſpec- 


tacle, and thy tenderneſs for human na- 


ture in general; not in the leaſt to the 
particular object then before you; which 
[ the rather would do, becauſe your reflec- 
tions thereon are admirable, 


My dear Fanny, as your friend, I 
have one caution to give you ; which is, 


(tho' I am perſuaded your own heart a- 


bounds with perpetual memento's, expreſ- 
five of Mr. Hervey's ſtill higher perfec- 
tions) that you would not be ſo laviſh in 
his commendations to others, eſpecially 
to me, left, as we all would aſpire to the 
ſupremeſt felicity, fo that being no where 
elſe to be even hoped for, I ſhould put a 
force upon my friendſhip, in favour of 
my admiration ; and play your couſin 
3 upon you, by my endeavours for 

ſecuring 
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ſecuring him to myſelf: for what woman, 
unwedded, can be aſſured of a man in 
nature ſuperior to the whole ſpecies, and 
not covet him for her own ? 


Lr it quiet thy fears, however, my 
dear, upon that ſcore, that I am now 
within a week of releaſing you from all 
aprehenſions on my account, by ſurren- 
dering myſelf to the arms of Mr. Charles 
Goodall; but, my dear, the poor man 
has had more difficulties to ſtruggle 
through in his courtſhip, from my ac- 
quaintance with the character of Mr. 
Hervey, I can aſſure you, than he other- 
wiſe would have met with ; for that. not 
a word, ſentiment, or action of his has 
paſſed over, without a comparifon with 
the ſame of Mr. Hervey, under like cir- 
cumſtances; and ſo far 2s they have 


agreed, have his been pleaſurably em- 


braced by me, where they have fallen 
ſhort, been diſregarded. 


Your couſin Tom has taken his lady 
into Wales, his own country ; for hav- 
on 4 ing 
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ing made a terrible hole in his three 
thouſand pounds already, through gaiety 
and elegant living; they are retired to 
the mountains, whoſe keeneſs of air may 
poſſibly prepare their appetites for a cour- 
ſer diet than they have of late accuſtom- 
ed themſelves to at Frampton; or Tom 
muſt ſoon go to his daily labours, and 
cover his table with toaſted cheeſe only. 


Your father we hear has been long ſo 
ill, as to have been deemed irrecoverable 
by the moſt ſẽkilſul heads of the coun- 


try; owing wholly, as it is reported, to 


your oppoſition to his meaſures; nor 


are there wanting thoſe who give their 


ſentiments on both ſides the queſtion, the 
numbers being pretty equal; but, my 
dear, you have the good. wiſhes and high- 
eſt commendations of all the youth of 
the country, who have eſtabliſhed your 
character, as greatly worthy of imitation, 


I am up to the ears in preparations for 


my approaching nuptials, and mult con- 


clude with this threatning ſentence, that 
this 
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placableneſs of ſome men's tempers, is 
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this will be the laſt letter you willever 
receive from | 


Your quondam friend, 
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GTORGT Hervey, Eiq; to Mrs. 
SoPHIA HERVEY. 


6 


Honoured madam, 

Rome, Aug. 18, 1730. 

Oux goodneſs and benevolence, I 
ſee, purſues me even to thele diſtant 
regions, acting with the ſame vigour as 
when under your own wing; but what 
redoubles the favour, is the affection you 
expreſs for that dear lady, in whom T 
hope you will ever be intereſted equally 
with myſelf, as the better part of my 
very being, and on whom the joy and 


happineſs of my life intirely depends. 
Your argument, drawn from the im- 


moſt 
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moſt aſſuredly very juſt; but what pa- 


rent, ſave my own mother, ſhall I- find 
of ſpirit enough to maintain it : ſelf-in- 
tereſt and ſordid views ſo biaſing the 
judgments of all others, that where gold 
1s not added to every other qualification, 


virtue, honour, and fidelity are eſteemed 


matters of little worth. 


I accounT myſelf ſuperlatively happy, 
madam, in your countenancing my at- 
tachment to this lady; and infinitely the 
more ſo, as it muſt have been out of my 
power to have declined it. 


Your favour, madam, to miſs Gra- 
ham, I accept as to myſelf, and on her 
behalf beg leave hereby to acknowledge 


it. Theſe acts of benignity, madam, 


which flow ſo naturally from you, are 
what muſt render us inexcuſable, ſhould 
we not join our very hearts and ſouls in 
the petition, that ſo benign a parent, may 
not only live to behold us ſafely returned 
to her again, but to ſee our childrens 
children nurtured in thoſe excellent vir- 

| | rues, 
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tues, wherewith you abound; none of 
whom, will then, ever want a prudent 
adviſer, an indulgent parent, or a ſincere 
friend and benefactor. 


Thar you, madam, may ſo continue 
to be to us and ours, ſhall never ceaſe to 
be the humble prayer, of 


Your moſt dutiful and obedient ſon, 


GEO. HERVEV. 


NRWM 


Miſs Fanny GRAHAM, to Mrs. 
MARY GooDALL. 


Rome, Aug. 19, 1730. 
Nowi o not what alteration matri- 
mony may have made in my friend; 
or what ſtate may requiſitely be aſſumed 
upon the occaſion, having not yet over- 
leaped the bounds of virginity myſelf; 
I am ſomewhat at a loſs how to addreſs 
you in the beginning of this epiſtle. 
hen would in my apprehenſion, 
have 
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have ſounded too formal; my dear, too 
familiar from a maiden to a wedded lady; 
and miſs, you have before now diſmiſſed; 
ſo that relying upon your ſtill ſubſiſting 
friendſhip for me, I have cloſed with the 
word friend, which continuing in full 


force between us, will not only plead an 


excuſe of any titular omiſſion, but of 
any unſcaſonable liberty I may be guilty 
© Bo ; 


I am glad, my dear friend, that the 
hiſtory of my travels plcaled you, which 
let me aſſure you, will far better bear re- 
lating, than practiſing; but how joyous 
would Mr. Hervey and I be, could we 
be bleſt with your ſociety here; for be- 
ing ſo eaſily ſituated ourſ-lves, if you 
can perſuade Mr. Goodall to take the 
trip with you, we will wait for you here 
with the utmoſt plea{.re. 


Wu I read your laſt to my dear Mr. 
Hervey, I am ſure he wiſhed himlelf 
ſomewhere elſe, he bluſhed ſo at the en- 
comiums you beſtowed upon him; and 


but 
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but that you was already out of danger, 
who knows but he might have left me, 
to have taken you at your word; but 
when J arrived at the next paragraph, I 
jokingly told him, I would put him out 
of his pain; for that his miſtreſs had left 
him ia the lurch, and would be the wife 
of Mr. Goodall before he could reach 
her, make what haſte he would. 


Dax creature! would you imagine 
it, that loving man could ſcarce bear 
my joke, the water ſtanding in his eyes 
at my bare mentioning it: for I think, 
his very ſoul is ſo wrapped up in me, that 
the leaſt alluſion to the diſunion of us, is 
paintul to him, 


Pcox - Betſy! What a bed has ſhe 
mace for herſelf, after the innumerable 
philoſophical lectures ſhe has preached 
to me; inſomuch that one would hav 
thought her the very abſtract of all hu- 
man prudence : but the wiſeſt may err, 
and was I to be impannelled upon the 
trial of her fact, I muſt concur with my 

brethren 
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brethren of the jury, as well in this caſe, 
as in thoſe of ſelf-murder, that the poor 
lady was non-compos ; but jeſts apart; I 
hope Tom will take up in time, and ſee 
the folly of being reduced to the welch 
morſel you mention. 


I am ſorry for my father's illneſs; for 
ſo you know one mult ſay; it is but na- 
tural ; nay, an eldeſt fon would have ex- 
preſſed himſelf no otherwiſe, tho' the 
eſtate was to have jumpt into his pocket, 
upon the death of his father; but in ſin- 
cerity, my dear, my parents have be- 
haved ſo like ſtrangers, and ſuch as were 
to be gainers by my loſſes too, that the 
tie of relationſnip between us is almoſt 
extinct in my breaſt; nor can I ſuſtain 
joy or grief on their accounts, more 
than for the bulk of mankind in gene- 
ral. 


Walz I am on the topic of parents, 
my dear, permit me to lengthen this, for 
a ſingle line or two, in commendation of 
my mother-in-law that is to be. Mr. 

Hervey 
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of her regard for me! ſo that I ſhall al- 
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Hervey received a letter from her the 
other day; but ſo fraught with love and 
amity, and ſo laudatory of every his pro- 


ceedings, as is amazing. She called us both 


her children, and longed but to live till we 
arrived ; and then, contrary to moſt other 
parents, arguing from reaſon, how far 
virtue and fidelity exceeded riches, ſhe 
even charmed me; for ſhe expreſſed ſuch 
pleaſure in her ſon's ſatisfactions, as if 
they were intirely her own. O! Mrs. 
Goodall! would my parents, who have 
twice the reaſon that ſhe has for it, but 
act upon the ſame principles, how bleſſed 
might they render both themſelves and 
me? For want of which, they have al- 
ready made themſelves miſerable, and 
will be more ſo, when they hear how 
great likelihood there is of our being 


happy. 


My mamma Hervey, my dear, has 


ſent me a preſent of two hundred pounds 


for the purchaſe of curioſities here : how 
pretty that was of her, and ſignificant 


moſt 
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moſt long to ſee old England again; 
tho' we muſt ſtay ſome weeks longer: 
for we are to take a tour to Naples, and 
in our return to Leghorn ſhall viſit Flo- 
rence. You may write at leaſt once 
again, after the receipt of this ; and tho' 
I muſt deſire you not to mention where 1 
I am, I ſhould be glad if you could 
| ſome how inform my mamma, that you 
have heard from me in my travels, and 
that Mr. Hervey is with me, with whom 
I purpoſe ſoon to reviſit England; and 
if this could be done time enough for 
my information how they receive the news, 


before I ſet out, I ſhould be very glad. 


1 Dax madam, excuſe this prolixity, 
1 and believe me ever, ſingle or married, 
1 Your moſt ſincere friend, | 


F. GRAHAM. 


if Miſs 
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Fo 9 Miſs Fanny GRAHAM, to Mrs. 
p 4 S000 DALI. | 
'e | 8 Naples, sept 5, 1730. 
* Ho uon Jou muſt direct tor me at 
e þ my old apartment at Rome; in 
d | caſe this reaches my deareſt Mrs. Good- 
U all before ſhe anſwers my lait; y-t I am 
a 5 now at Naples, bat ſhall not ſtay long 
1 | here. I am paſt all wonder at our young 
1 | gentlemen of fortune travelling into fo- 
r | re.gn parts; for as nothing can cauſe life 
, I to glide away ſo ſweetly, even to my 
ſex; what advantages muſt a man of 
learning reap, who is thereby ſo much 
| better qualified for making obſervations 
| than we are, or can be ? 


f My dear, all nature around us is one 
daelightfal garden plot; the whole hori- 
zon one gilded hemiſphere ; every plan- 
tation affords the fineſt flavour'd juices, 
and an univerſal gaiety ſmiles through 
both the animate and inanimate crea- 
tion here, What I ſpeak of, is relative 

| tO 
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to us foreigners in general, and to the ſu · 
perior claſs of natives in particular: for 
when we deſcend to the lower rank of 
men, that ſervile dread (peculiar to all 
the countries under the pop .'s juriſdiction) 


1s but too apparent among them. Now 


the cauſe of this is moſt apparently that 
terror with which the clergy over-load 
the laity, who are as ſubject to the mean- 


eſt prieſt here, as a beggar in England 


to the king upon his throne ; nor is it at 
all wonderful, that the abſolute diſpoſer of 
the ſoul ſhould have an eſpecial influ- 
ence over the body too. 


Mn. Hervey has preſented me with 
the moſt modey things through every 
country as we paſs, and behaves to me 
in every regard like my brother : inſo- 
much, that no one ſuſpects us for other, 
than brother and ſiſter, ſave ſome few 
familiars. 


I $HALL be a perfect miſtreſs of the 
Italian, if I ſtay here much longer, and 
am ſometimes in my "_— to you much 

readier 
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readier in expreſſing myſelf in that tongue, 
than in the Engliſh. Mr. Hervey talks 
of leaving this city in ten days, and then 
after a ſnort ſtay at Rome in our return, 
to make the beſt of our way to England. 


By the way, my dear, I believe Mr. 
Hervey don't approve ſome familiarities, 
which a certain great man will intrude 


upon me here, whether I will or not. We 


can never appear in publick, but he is 
after me; nay he has been ſeveral times 
at my lodgings, tho' denied acceſs to me; 
ſo that, to ſpeak the truth, I ſhall be hear- 
tily glad when we have quitted the coun- 
try; nor is there any thing in particular 
that retards our departure, ſave a grand 
proceſſion, which Mr. Hervey is inclined 
to ſhew me, before we ſet forwards for 
Rome, being what he never yet ſaw, nor 
perhaps may ſee, whilſt we are on this 
ſide the water, if we looſe the preſent 
opportunity, 


1 SHALL poſſibly write to you once 
more, and that will be from Leghorn, 
Vor. II. H to 


_ friendſhip for miſs Graham, will involve 


Excuſe the deficiency of my tile in a re- 
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to acquaint you with the time we ſhall | 
embark for England, till when, I am 


Dear madam, your ſincereſt friend, 


F. GRAHAM. 


KAAN AAA 


GEORGE HER VTV, Eſq; to Mrs. 
GOODALL, 


Dear madam, 
Naples, Oct. 1, 1930. 


1E my ſenſes will ſupport the taſk, I | 
ſhall diſcloſe ſuch a horrid ſcene to 
you, as I perſuade myſelf, from your 


you in a participation of our calamity. 


lation ſo nearly affecting me, as ſcarce to 
permit me the perfect uſe of any ſingle 
faculty: for what man can ſuſtain the 
loſs of every united virtue and accompliſh- 
ment, combined in the divine perſon of |: 
that matchleſs lady, without being driven 4 
to deſpair and diſtraction. | 
| | O 
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O! deareſt lady, tho' you ſummon 


every particle of that pity and compaſſion 


your ſoft nature abounds with, it can 
never ſuffice to mitigate, or even ſooth 


the terrors of my confuſed and miſerable 


apprehenſions, of what I perhaps already 
am, or at leaſt muſt ſoon be reduced 
to. | f 


Forcive, madam, the wandering of 
my pen to my own woes, before I en- 
gage in the cataſtrophe of my beloved 
miſs Graham, which, it poſſible, I ſhall 
purſue without further interruption. 


SINCE our reſidence in this city, a 
Neapolitan nobleman has ever made it 
his ſtudy, not only to attend us to every 
publick aſſembly we have appeared in; 
but as an evil genius, ever at my dear 


Fanny's elbow, we have ſcarce ſtirred 


any where abroad without him, or has 
the leaſt opportunity preſented, wherein 
it was poſſible for him to diſtinguiſh her 
from the reſt of her ſex, but he has ex- 

H 2 preſled 
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preſſed the moſt flagrant inſtances of it, 
even to creating no ſmall uneaſineſs to us 
both; but, as her prudence was ever my 
ſufficient ſecurity, againſt his prevailing 
upon her affections, being ſoon to leave 
the city, I had not the leaſt ſuſpicion of 
any misfortune ariſing from thence to ei- 


ther of us. 


Wu was J not perſuaded by her better 


diſcernment, to fly from this helliſh place 


She urged me to it, it is true; but fond of 
ſtill delighting her every ſenſe to the ut- 
moſt, I prevailed for a delay, meerly to 
pleaſe her, with the ſight of a moſt ſu- 
perb proceſſion, then upon the point of 
execution. 


Ir was but few nights before this ſhow 
was to happen, that we were parties at 
an elegant aſſembly, at the marquiſs Du- 
florelli; whereat were moſt of the gentry 
of the place, and the moſt brilliant ap- 


pearance J had ſeen in my travels; but 


the concourſe was ſo great, that tho' we 
retreated but to little diſtance from each 
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other, we were accidentally ſeparated in 
the croud, nor have I ever ſince fat eye 
on her; tho' you may aſſure yourſelf, no 
ſtone hath been left unturned, nor the 
minuteſt ſearch omitted, that might have 


delivered her to my arms again; yet all 
hitherto hath proved: ineffectual. 


BenoLD then in me, dear madam, the 


"moſt wretched of men in the creation; 


uncertain where to apply myſelf for re- 
covery of my ever dear Fanny ; and ſhould 
it (which heaven forbid) never happen, 
I am conſigned to this country for life, 
nor ever will I remove myſelf from the 
ſpot I laſt beheld her on ; but indulging 
my ſorrows, wait my diſſolution there. 


I am, madam, whilſt life may yet be 
protracted, 


' Your moſt diſconſolate 


Geo. HER VNV. 


Pray let me be favoured with a line 
to my lodgings at Naples. 


H 3 Miſs ; 
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Miſs FAN NY GRAUAM, to GEORGE 
HEeRvey, Eſq: 


OR. 6, 1730. 

F the atiguiſh of the ſoul of my dear 

Mr. Hervey, for our unfortunate diſ- 
union, is to be gueſſed by that of my own, 
I commiſerate your condition exceeding- 

ly. Why ſhould you, dear Sir, perſiſt in 
that cloſe attachment to me, which from 
repeated experience hath rendered you hi- 
therto ſo wretched ? Why ſhould you not 
rather avoid an object, who hath ſo many 
misfortunes intailed upon her; than by 
joining in the ſupport of their burthen, 
contribute to your own miſeries? 


Tov, Sir, might live happy, with every 
gift of fortune, added to the choiceſt 
endowments of nature; and gladden, not 
only our own country with your preſence, 
but introduce the moſt deſcrving of my 
ſex to a ſtate of the moſt conſummate 
felicity with you. Then why, dear Mr. 
Hervey, ſhould you either remain an 

exile, 
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exile, a wanderer, without ſettlement, or 
habitation, for the ſake of a wretch a- 
bandoned to her ill fortune, as the moſt 
weighty incumbrance you can be op- 
preſſed with? 


Turxxk not, dear Sir, I mention this as 
my own choice ; but really for lightening 
the afflictions your concern for me hath, 
and I fear will ſtill, further bring upon 
you, without end: for why ſhould I not 
rather ſubmit to my own hardſhips, than 
endeavour at involving you likewiſe in 
them, paſt redemption ? Theſe, Mr. Her- 
vey, are my ſerious reflections, when I am 
at leiſure for a moment to conſider with 
impartiality to myſelf; but alas! how 
ſeldom is that? and of how ſhort conti- 
nuance ? for ſcarce can I form my argu- 
ment, but ſelf- love Prevailing over every 
other conſideration, hurries me back to 


your arms; unable to endure the idea of 


loſt hope in you. 


— 
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O] can you then ruſh forward to de- 
ſtruction, for love of me? Nor ſhall the 
triumph wholly fall to you, myſelf will 
meet it, meeting you, with wide ſpread 
arms, to oppoſe its utmoſt rage. There 
let it fall, where Providence directs it, on 
me, mark'd out for fortune's enemy. On 
me, let every fury fix its claw, rather 
than wound my Hervey in the conflict. 


Be calm my ſpirits to report the deed, 
tho* black as hell; to thee I muſt reveal 
it. O! my dear Mr. Hervey, ſcarce was 
I a moment miſſing from thy ſight, that 
fatal evening we were laſt united, when. 
borne by the crowd of people to a further. 
room, a lady, whoſe fate as I ſuppoſed, 
had urged her to like diſtance with my- 
ſelf, juſt fainting ſeized my arm, and 
humbly intreated my ſupport, or ſhe muſt 
fall, ſhe ſaid, being almoſt ſtifled with, 
the heat of the room, and the abundance * 
of company. What leſs could humanity - 
t to * en to afford her all the 
| ſuc- 
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ſuccour in my power? I did ſo; and 
having withdrawn ourſelves from the 
multitude, ſne began ſenſibly to recover 
her breath and ſtrength again. 


ArTeR numberleſs acknowledgments 
of my favour to her, ſhe deſired me to 
ſtep with her to a ſide-board in the next 
room for a glaſs of wine, after which 
ſhe hoped ſhe ſhould be fit for returning 
to the company. To this I agreed, and 
then, were ſhe but ſomewhat cooler, ſhe 
ſhould be quite recover'd. 


SHE next intreated me to take a mo- 


ment's walk in the garden with her, where 


having imbibed a little freſh air, ſhe 
ſhould hope to paſs the remainder of the 
evening very pleaſantly. 


MzEaninc no harm myſelf, how could 


I ſuſpe&t any from her; but let not too 
great confidence be placed in ſtrangers, 


be their profeſſions ever fo gilded with 


the ſpecious glare of ſincerity ; for here- 
m lay my error. I accompanied this 
H 5 ſceeming- 
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ſeemingly diſtreſſed lady into what ſhe 
called the garden; but indeed, only a 
back way out of the houfe to a great 
coach-yard, where (by what means I. 
know not) but I was in an inſtant hur- 
ried into a coach, with my dear friend 


by my fide, and then we were drove off 
as quick as lightning; 


I nar only time for outcries and tears, 
my reflections not being as yet collected; 
but thoſe were of little avail, and of as 
ſhort continuance: for my good friend, 
whom J had all along behaved to as a 
lady, too ſoon by his natural voice, aſ- 
ſumed his proper ſex, and ſtopping my 
mouth with his handkerchief, not only 
prevented all further efforts of my voice, 
but almoſt of my very breath too: ſo 
that had he continued his force upon me 


much longer, I had fallen dead 1n the 
coach beſide him. 


My tertors prevented my forming any 
judgment how. long I had been in the 
coach with him, till we alighted ; but 1 
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conceive it to have been the beſt part of 
two hours; when I was conducted by 
the hand of my cloſe friend into a moſt 
magnificent ſeat, with every embelliſh- 
ment of art contributing to the decora- 
tion of it, and was uſhered through a 
lane of attendants, male and female, to 
a large ſaloon at the back front of the 
building; where who ſhould I ſee, but 
the duke de G 
ceived was prepared for my reception. 


He complimented. me in a mannes“ 


familiar to perſons of rank in this coun- 
try, eſpouſing the honour I had done his 
houſe by my preſence ; inſomnch that he 
ſhould ever ſet fo much higher a value 
upon it, for my having vouchſafed to 


grace it with my perſon, which he on- 


ed appeared to him as the moſt exquiſitely 
perfect that nature had ever formed. 


Hf was proceeding, in the ſame ſtrain, 


and had ſeized my hand to have ſaluted 
it, when ſnatching it from him, in @ 
ſtern and reſolute voice, I demanded, for 


what 


„who I ſoon pers: 
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what cauſe he had employed his mers 
nary engines to decoy me from my com- 
. pany ? and by what authority I was con- 


ducted priſoner to his palace, and . 
ed there? 


IpERSETIVED, my couragious ſpeech 
and undaunted behaviour had already 
put him to the ſtand, as I am very well 
perſuaded he expected no ſuch thing; 
but as I had begun, I was determined 
to demean myſelf throughout in the 
ſame character. After ſome pauſe, he 
replied, that I was then in his palace by 
his own authority; but hoped 1 would 
not look upon myſelf as a priſoner, where 
both himſelf, and all that were his, would 
be at my command; therefore he deſired 
me to be fo free, as to ſignify my plea- 
ſure, and nothing ſhould oppoſe it. Or- 
der me then, ſaid I, the coach to the 
door to 1 me back to my —y 


L: WAS in — * he, that 3 
ing declared myſelf at your command; 


your firſt orders would not have proved 
35 


— 
— — — 
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© diſagreeable to me, as to contain the 
only thing I cannot conſent to execute: 
for my life, ſaid he, (falling into rap- 
tures) not all human nature ſhall ever di- 
veſt me of what I now poſſeſs, and have 
long ſought for. 


4 © 
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- Waar, Sir, ſaid I, have you now in 
ſuch certain hold, that you will not part 
with ? Your perſon, madam, returned he, 
never more to be enjoyed from mine; 
then let me ſeize the firſt fruits of my bl 
; paſſion from thoſe ſoft lips (and was about f 
to ſalute me.) What fools are the great 6 
men of the world, ſaid I, who conceive 4: 
no oppoſition can avail againſt their incli- 
nations! As if all the world was pur- ; 
ipoſely made for them, and the reſt ß 
their fellow-creatures had neither wills of M 
their own, nor a right to purſue them. g 
Know Sir, added I, that I contemn your 
frowns or favours : I neither covet, nor Fs 
will I accept them. You may pleaſe your 1 
fond fancy in what you call the poſſeſſion 92 
of me; but ere you ſhall ſubdue my will -4 
to your pleaſure, I will die upon the-ſpot 
if I can't eſcape. 
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Nor all the devils in hell ſhall force 
- you hence, ſaid he. Poor fooliſh man! 

replied I; there wants nor men nor devils 
to rid me of a baſe oppreſſor; this arm 
can baffle every your attempts to my in- 
dignity, nor will I draw a breath beyond 
the preſervation of my honour and inno- 
cence. | 


Mavpam, ſaid he, you ſeem to rant; 
and talk idly, as if you would frighten 
me by big ſwolen words from my pur- 
poſe ; but I am of another make intire- 
ly; I can ſoften into love by proper in- 
vitation, but never truckle to female 
rage; my purpole once concluded on, 
with intrepidity I urge over every op- 
poſition, to its final completion; and 
tho* I had much rather by gentle perſua- 
ſions gain you to my arms, theſe ended, 
force muſt ſucceed to crown my wiſhes 
by its violence. I never yet was foiled. 
by woman, nor will I ever be; but ſoft, 
I ſhall leave you to your own reflections 
till to-morrow ; then judge how much 

x 14 more 
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more agreeable good nature and a ſmil- 
ing condeſcenſion to my will muſt proye 


to us both, than a rigorous attainment! 


of the ſame end; and for that, which 


ever way you chooſe, muſt 8 the reſult 
infallibly. 25 | 


He has now left me, 'and what way 
to behave myſelf, I know not. Could I 
but give thee information where I am, I 
know thou vouldſt attempt my releaſe, 
at any hazard; but then, ſhould'I, in 
order to ſecure myſelt, loſe thee my only 
friend, my noble benefaQor ; life, vir- 
tue, honour were but ill preſerved at ſuch 


a price, as mult for ever incapacitate ms 


for the enjoyment of any of them. 


I nap an elegant ſupper and lodging 
laſt night, and now a call to dinner pre- 
vents the further exerciſe of my pen till 
to-morrow, when I ſhall commit to writ- 
ing the following «tranſactions of this 
day, which I am in hopes will by ſome 
means ſteal a Conveyance to my deat 
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Mr. Hervey, as the dictates of the long: 
ing heart of his captive 

F. GRAHAM. 


Lau now about to ſubjoin my account 
of yeſterday to my foregoing ſtory. Dear 
Mr. Hervey ! what a beaſt have I to 
combat with! O! were but mankind like 
yourſelf, Sir, how deſireable would their 
fociety be? But *tis in vain to wiſh, ſince 
in fact the caſe is ſo far otherwiſe. This 
great villain, ſo much the more dange- 
rous by the power his title has inveſted 
him with, approached me in the after- 
noon yeſterday, with that compoſure of 
countenance, and volubility of eaſy ex- 
preſſions, as might have diſguiſed the 
foulneſs of his heart, from any one leſs 
knowing in male artifices than myſelf; 
but to me, it was the forerunner of a 
world of perplexity. My charming god- 
deſs, ſaid he, what a bewitching face 
have you put on to-day ? Would. it were 
filled with ſcurff and wrinkles then, faid 
I, rather chan prove a pander to my in- 

nocence; 
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nocence. Come, I perceive you are one 
of thoſe; ſaid he, who rather chooſe to 
fall by ſtorm, than ſurrender upon capi- 
tulation; but be it ſo, thou'lt glory in 
the deed extorted, for which, if thou 
hadſt conſented, thy blooming cheeks 
would have bluſhed themſelves into ſcar- 
let. I know thy heart conſents, my 
lovely maid, tho' cuſtom baulks a free 


confeſſion of it ; then let me raviſh from 


thee that delight, thy ſtruggling arms 
would ſeem to reſiſt. 


He was then making up to me with 


much ſeeming tranſport; and ready to 
die I was, leſt his ſtrength ſhould have 
overpowered me: for being in my bed- 


chamber, I dreaded his caſting me on 


the bed, when I was apprehenſive, my 
very fears might have thrown me into a 


fit, and have deprived me of all aſſumed 


boldneſs ; but ſnatching down a ſword, 
which by chance hung on a peg in my 
room, I drew it, and putting myſelf up- 


on the defenſive, I yowed ;he. ſhould lay 
no hand on me, but with that weapon 


through 


through his body; or it my arm was ſo 
uniucky as to miis/ his life, I would ra- 
ther ſurrender up my own to the fatal in- 
ſtrument, than acquieſce in his pleaſure. 


FINDING no good to be done with me, 
he ran to the ſtairs-head, as I judged, to 
call aſſiſtance, but having once gotten 
him 'withour the door, I lapped it after 
him, both locking and bolting it too ſe- 
cutely to fear his entring upon me un- 
provided. As for the windows, I had 
no apprehenſion from them, having be- 
fore projected my eſcape from them, had 
they not been cloſely grated : ſo that 
caſting myſelf upon my bed, I remained 
there till this morning, without either 
the fight of, or hearing trom any one. 


I xnow not what ſtep to take next, 
being ſo full of fears that I am almoſt 
diſtracted. I ſhall be cautious how I open 
my door to-day : nay, in my preſent 
opinion, ſhall rather ſtarve myſelf to 
death here, than admit any one in to 
me. 

DAR 
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Dax Mr, Hervey, think no more 
upon | 
Your wretched 


F. Granani, 


I Have been two whole days, and three 
nights in my retirement, . without the 
light of one foul ; nor have I taſted bit 
or ſup. I am very faint z but yet of 
opinion, I can keep firm to my reſolu- 
tion of confinement till death. In how 
glorious.a cauſe ſhall I make my exit! 
Grieve not for the loſs of me, dear Mr. 
Hervey; the thoughts of thy ſorrows, if 
any thing, will overcome my relolves : 
for could I be aſcertained of your con- 
ſent, not all the world ſhould recall me 
from this ſolitude; but my heart bleeds 
for you, Sir, and then the woman over- 
powering, me, I am deviſing means for 
avoiding that death, which would others 
wiſe come ſo welcome to me. 


Trink me not, dear Sir, preſuming, 


when I heſitate not to ſay, my deaths. 


would 
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would diſtreſs you; for unleſs the tenour 

of your whole life, ſince I had the ho- 
nour of your regard, hath been a force, 
and utterly a feigned ſcene ; what elſe 
am I at liberty to conclude, than that ! 
am moſt dear to you. 


 Wairt'sT Fa at this exerciſe, the 
duke is ſetting out with a great retinue. 
O! may he never more return to my un- 
doing! I am very faint, and tho 1 
could continue writing whilft life remains, 
could I but hope for its ever reaching 
you, I muſt leave off for a time; if my 


ſpirits revive, you ſhall hear farther. 


Tux duke had not been gone ten mi- 
nutes, before a meſſenger arrived at my 
door from the dutcheſs, ſignifying how 
glad ſhe ſhould be of ſome converſation 
with me, now her huſband was ſet out 
for the court. 


I nap little room but for ſuſpicion at 
beſt; but then, what ſhould occaſion 
the lady's inquiſitiveneſs after me, who 

could 
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could be introduced to her palace, but 
to her diſhonour ? I was in twenty minds 
what to think of the adventure ; but 
could reſolve it into nothing leſs, than a 
ſtratagem to get my door once open, 
and then of reſtraining me from ſecuring 
it again, till the duke's return; nay I 
even doubted much, whether his journey 
thither was not a meer pretence for 
coming at me: ſo that I returned my 
duty to her grace, that I was a very im- 
proper object for her converſation, and 
that with her leave, I choſe rather to 
finiſh my courſe (which a few days would 
determine) where I was, than expoſe my- 


ſelf to any future inſults from her huſ- 
band. | 


HER grace returned me for anſwer, 
that as ſhe could not but greatly com- 
mend my reſolution, ſo. had her huſband 
continued at home, ſhe wou'd have been 
far from attempting to deliver me into 
his hands; tho' her concern for the vir- 
tue I ſeemed miſtreſs of would have 
been inexpreſſible, upon any melancholy 
| cataſtrophe 


= © SS. & Bc 
cataſtrophe happening to me by her huſ- 
band's means; but as he was now from 
home, and bound to attendance upon the 
court for a few days, ſhe hoped her 
company wou!d not prove unacceptable 
to me; lo much of it, at leaſt, as in his 
abſence could be afforded me: where- 
fore ſhe intreated me not to perſevere in 
my fatal determination, but to admit 
her, as poſſibly a means of my ſuture 
enlargement. 


Her goodneſs hath prevailed, and I 
have promiſed, upon her approach to my 
chamber, to open my door to her, and 
now wait the iſſue of our meeting. 
May it prove propitious |! 


I nave, my dear Mr. Hervey, juſt 
parted from the ſole ray of comfort I have 
received ſince my confinement. 


HR grace condeſcends to viſit me, 
ſoon after I ceaſed from writing this 


morning, to whom I with all apparent 


— unbolted ny: door; but ſecret- 
5 
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ly my heart trembled, leſt I had in her 
let in the ſource of ſome ſucceeding mis- 
fortune: tho” never received I more con- 
ſolation from the ſociety of any one lady 
in my life before, and am now perfectly 
charmed at her behaviour to me. 


SHE is, Sir, one of the moſt majeſtick 
women you ever ſaw; but ſo free, ſo 
caſy, ſo affable as would have captivat- 
ed you, had you beheld her manner, as 
I did. 1 fell at .her feet, and embracing 
her knees, beſought her compaſſion for 
a poor young creature, deſtined by her 
lord to perpetual infamy. She raiſed me 
from the ground, and ſaluting me, Young 
lady, ſaid ſhe, (for ſuch your mien and 
addreſs beſpeaks you,) it ſhames me to 
confeſs myſelf the wife of ſo profligate a 
man as the duke de G=— but the will 
of a father, rather than my own choice, 
combined us together in wedlock. 


I was perfectly apprized of his cha- 
racter, before I became his bride; nor 
engaged I with him under the hopes ſome 

ladies 
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ladies are fluſhed with, of waſhing the 
blackmoor white : for his principles were 
ſo deeply tinged with libertiniſm, and 
that from his infancy, that I had no 
other remedy againſt injuries of the mar- 
riage-bed, than an implicit ſubmiſſion to 
his will ; which having ever adhered to, 
1 lead a fort of widowed marriage ftate, 
with very little ſhare of enjoyment either 
of his bed or board; inſomuch that it be- 
ing now grown familiar to me, a miſtreſs 
or two in my family, gives me little more 
diſturbance, than a new face amongſt 
my ſervants. 


I rovusT not, would J exert my tem- 
per to the pitch of ſome women; but I 
might at leaſt cauſe his pleaſures to fit 
leſs eaſily upon him, than they now do ; 
but myſelf muſt alſo, in ſuch caſe, ſhare 
in his diſturbances : nor would my ut- 
molt efforts reclaim him from his libidi- 
nous courſe at home, and much leſs 
abroad: ſo that I find it much more 
agreeable to me to tollerate his debau- 
cheries here, than elſewhere. 


2 BuT 
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Bur young lady, added ſhe, the ex- 
cellency of your diſpoſition, hath ſo far 
given me an intereſt in your welfare, that 
command me any thing within my power, 
and I will moſt readily ſerve you; for 
virtue and innocence ſhall ever find a pro- 
tectreſs in me. 


I ReTurNeD her my grateful thanks 
for her favours, and intreated her not to 
deliver me up to the duke*s will; but rather 
to permit me to periſh in my own cham- 
ber, than to aſſiſt at his ever making his 
way to me again. To which ſhe replied, 
ſhe was amazed at my conſtancy ; but 
as it was fo pleaſing to her, ſhe would 
procure means for preventing my periſh- 
ing by hunger; notwithſtanding the duke's 
barbarity to me: adding, that tho' he 
was feared by his ſervants, more than her- 
ſelf; yet the love they bore Her, would 
carry them through every her orders with 
far more alacrity, than the dread they 
had of him would fpirit them to his ſer- 


vice ; ſo that ſhe would find means of 
Vor. Il. I pre- 
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preſerving me, was my confinement to 
be of much longer duration than the 
hoped it would be. 


HER grace then telling me, ſhe donbt- 
ed not but I muſt ſtand in more want of 
ſomewhat to refreſh me and revive na- 
ture, than of any counſel ſhe could give 
me; deſired me to accompany her to 
dinner, which I did; but having never 
moiſtened my lips for ſo long a time, I 
ſcarce craved after any thing, and the 
whole of my meal amounted to no more 
than a few ſpoonfuls of ſoop, and a mouth- 
ful or two of fiſh, and even that made 
me ſo ſick, that I feared it would not 
have ſtaid upon my ſtomach ; but a glaſs 
of very rich wine, which I drank after it, 
recompoſed me very much. 


Our whole afternoon was paſſed in diſ- 
courſing of our private affairs, wherein I 
related to her my father's cruelty to me, 
his diſappointment, and that you, dear 
Sir, had been the ſole author of all my 


paſt benefits, and would be ſo of all my 
; future 


— * 
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futute expectations; and thif could I but 


11111 


by any means inform you of my fitua- 


tion, I was well ſatisfied" your regard for 


me would prompt you to the moſt effec- 
tual means for r redemption. 
Sur was fo affected with my ſtdty , that 
the even wept at the relation of it; and 
when night came, having ſupped to- 
gether, ſhe aſked me whether it would 
be any relief to me, to ſend you a letter 
of my difficulties ? To which I replied, it 
was the ohly thing on earth that I longed 
for, being convinced, that your not 
knowing whit was become of me, was 
the moſt ſenſible” affliction you could 
[ofer.. Pe 


Hr ladyſhip then ordered me to write 
to you, as this morning, and if I would 
bring it her at dinner-tume and dine with 
her, ſhe would be anſwerable for its ſafe 
conveyance to you; but charged me to 
enjoin you to all poſſible privacy, as to 
where I was, till yo ſhould hear far- 
cher from me; now if you can think me 


12 ſtill 
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ſtill worthy of a line from yourſelf, dear 
Sir, directed to Signora Louiſſa Bernardi, 
her grace's woman, it will come ſafe to 
the hands of 


Your ever conſtant 


F. GRAHAM. 


Grorce Hervey, Eſq; to Sig- 
nora Lovissa BARN ARD1, for 
Miſs Fanny GRAHAM. 


Oct. 19, 1730, 

N REPRIEVE from the inſtruments of 
torture to the delinquent, at the 
inſtant of his extenſion upon the rack, 
could not give ſuch a lively flow to his 
then raviſned imagination, as my dear 
Fanny's letter wrought upon me. To 
have heard thou wert alive, my dear, 
tho* under the acuteſt anguiſh, had been 
joy inexpreſſible to my agonizing ſpirit ; 
but to receive it from - thine own hand, 
and from: no greater diſtance, to hear 
thou 
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thou art in health, and that under the 
detention of ſuch a curſed villain, thou 
art aſſiſted (under providence) by that 
humane lady, deſerving of every bleſſing 
for her benign treatment of you; to lay 
all theſe things, my deareſt Fanny, to- 
gether, how ought we to magnify the 
bounty of the great diſpoſer of all events! 
k nap determined never more to leave 
Naples till I had heard of thy fate, and 
had either found thee, or loſt myſelf in 
the acquirement of thee ; but providence 
may ſtill unite us, and I hope will, 
through the mediation of thy generous 
benefactreſs. However, now I know 
thou art ſufe, tow eaſy am I, to what 
the whole univerſe before could have ren- 
dered me] I muſt need fay, I ſuſpected 
not the author of your diſtreſs in this 
affair, becauſe from all the injury I could 
make, he was not at the marquiſs's, the 
Went your Was en from me. | 


My dear ban When I reflect; from 
1 to day, on the conflict thou haſt ſu- 
13 ſtained 
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ſtained with that brutal man, what am I 
to think of thy conqueit ? Surely, my 
dear, when nature is grown incapable of 
adding one more freſh: circumſtance, for 
cementing my affection to thee, by the 
leaſt further tie, our trials will ceaſe, and 
we ſhall both fee an end of our miſeries. 
I believe ſhe has now brought her ope- 
rations to @ criſis, therefore. hope this 
will be laſt effort of hers we ſhall have 
to ſtruggle with. 


I SHALL nicely obſerve her grace's in- 
ſtructions; but ſhould think an applica- 
tion to a ſecretary of ſtate, or even to 
the king himſelf, might be made wich 


ſucceſs, for releaſing you: whenęver I am 


to be again bleſt with a line from you, 
obſerve upon theſe hints, aſter adviſing 
with her grace thereon, Tell her, I kiſs 
the ground ſhe treads on, for her good- 
neſs to you. I ſhall, be impatien for an 
account from yau, after. the duke's re: 


turn. I need not remind thee of perſe- 


verance in virtue; no, my Fanny, thou 
, canſt 
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canſt inſtruct even angels in that. May 
heaven ſoon unite thee again to 


Thy moſt faithful 
GEO. Hegvey, 
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Mrs. Mary GoopaALL, to GkokGzE 
Hervey, Eſq; 


* OR. 24, 1730. 
T HE very firſt view of your letter of 
the iſt inſtant, Sir, cauſed almoſt a 
total ſtagnation of my vital current, and - 
Chilled me to a lifeleſs ſtatue; nor had 
I power to proceed, death ſtaring me fo 
full in the face, as well nigh to have ſtu- 
pified me; but no ſooner had I arrived 
to the name of a Neapolitan nobleman, 
than I turned my terrors from my dear 
Fanny, to your account: having heard 
they are remarkably polite to the ladies. 


-Goop Mr. Hervey, you have not ſure 
forgotten that you are an Engliſhman, 
14 from 
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from your long reſidence abroad; nor 
can you be now to learn, that an open- 
neſs of heart, and freedom of manners, 
(ſo peculiar to our own country, that an 
inſtance to the contrary creates wonder) 
is not to be met with (as Mr. Goodall 
tells me) ſo frequently in the regions you 
have been paſſing, as at home, You 
muſt therefore make allowance for the 
_ cuſtoms of the places you live in, ſince 
an inhabitant of thoſe parts, may take 
that for a meer piece of gallantry, which 
here would denote the villain: fo that 
Sir, in my opinion, you was highly cul- 
pable, for allowing, as we do in Eng- 
land, an opportunity for what you both 
diſliked, as well as this nobleman, for 
making uſe of it after the manner of his 
country: for grant me but once in my 
life to pretend to ſome prophetick in- 
ſight into things tranſacted with you, ſo 
diſtant from me; and my life for yours, 
you find her at the nobleman's you ſpeak 
of. She is certainly there, and from 
thence alone you muſt recover her. 


Mx. 
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Ma. Goodall has travelled, and tells 
me you run the ũtmoſt hazard in demand- 
ing her; for as you cannot appear on 
that ſcore Without expreſſing a due re- 


ſentment bf the injury done you; thoſe 


noblemen no ſooner take à diſlike, tho? 
it de but to a maft's countenance, than 
they have their deſperadoes to diſplace 
him from farther impertinencies. I would 
adviſe you to caution on your attempt, 
and fincerely hope you will both meet 
again, che fame innocent pair that you 
parted; an actount of which, I ſhall 
with impatience wait for, 3 


Iwovrp adviſe your return with all 
poſſible expedition to England, where 
you may enjoy yourſelves, exempt from 
the fear of further ſeparations. Mr. 
Goodall deſires I would join his good 
wiſhes for your ſafety to thoſe o ß 
3: S093! 2.891 . W:: A | 

Four ſincere friend and ſervant, 
Max GooDaLL. 
I 5 Miſs 
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Mi Tauss GRaAnaM, rats 
ene Was 


; | TA Or 1730. 
JS it poſſi ble, dear Mr. Hervey, that 
your patience ſhould endure for ever? 
If you can ſtill with pleaſure receive a 
line from me, then let your compaſſion 
excite a ſigh for my abſence from you. It 
is na more than I have been exerciſed 
in daily, and ftil] am from hour to hour; 
and when they will end, I am not now 
a whit more capable of informing, you, 
than before. 


His grace arrived yeſterday, od wit | 
ſtay here till Monday: for I find by her 
grace that His poſt requires his: preſenet 
Tueſdays, Wedneſdays, and Thurſdays i in 
every week. He had - fidt been in the 
| boufe a quarter of an hour, before he 
was at my floor, which I refufed opening 
vpan his demand; at the ſmę time de- 
claring, that I never would open it th 
him, He afked me what I had” done for 
victuals ? 
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victuals ? I replied, the ſame providence 
whoſe care extended to the whole uni- 
verſe, would not ſuffer that perſon who 
ſtudied its will, to periſh.” * He then be- 
gan to ſear horribly, ſtill demanding 
entrance. I replied, he ſhould have none 
to me. When he vowed he would beat 
the door, nay, the whole houſe about my 
ears, but he would gain admittance, 


Hk would then behave to my wiſh, I 
told him, for that L had rather find my 
, deſtruction in the ruins by his means, 
than commit violence upon my own; lite; 
not that I feared meeting death in any 
ſhape, in defence of my honour and cha, 
ſity, but I reſerved my own hand as my 
laſt reſource, from whence I might at any 
time diſpatch myſelf from his cruelty. 


. In. the afternoon, a ſecond and double 
attack was made upon me; one at my 
window, the other at my dvor,. whilſt. I 
4 ſtood with the drawn ſword. in my hang, 
Iaſiſting that the moment he. ſhould gain 
enber paſs, he fhowld receive Bought 
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his recompence, but my n _ 
— the floor. 


1 VERILY thought his reſolution would 
at all hazards have forced him upon the 
completion of his purpoſe; nor would I have 
declined my own in the leaſt; tho' I had 
only himſelf to have dealt with, I would 
rather firſt have made the experiment on 
his body, than my own : for hearing ſe- 
veral voices at the door, I concluded his 
perſon would not be the firſt to attack 
me; but that his under miniſters would 
be ſent to ſecure my weapon, before 
himſelf would appear; and this kept me 
ſtaunch to my purpoſe, forfalling upon the 
RY on the firſt breach of my fortreſs. 


Howprvrk, all was once more ſilent; 

and hearing no more of him, at night I 
laid me down for reſt: for J never once 
went into bed, but in his abſence from 
'the palace. I had not laid long, before 
a cry of fire through the whole houſe 
-rung ſo loud a peal in my ears, as to 
Kagger my firmneſs ee yet 


_ even 


. 181 
even that could not reduce me to a raſh 
act: for looking from my window to ob- 
ſerve by the light, on which hand of me 
it lay; I could obſerve a light indeed, 
but it ſeemed to be rather behind me, 
than in either wing of the building, 


I xEEPING . myſelf, Rill quiet, without 
the leaſt ſtir or motion, about my cham- 
ber, a ſervant was ſent to awake me, with 
news of the fire being but juſt behind 
my chamber, and that if I was not very 
expeditious in retiring, I ſhould: certainly 
be burnt, My anſwer was, that his lard 
had already kindled a more conſuming 
fire in my breaſt, than all the materials 
of his palace could raiſe ;, that as I had 
been able to ſubſiſt ſo long under. that, 
any other could have no effect upon me, 
and that I was reſolved, rather to periſh 
in it, be it what it would, than ſurrender 
myſelf into the hands of the man I dread- 
ed more than a thouſand deaths. 


T Har no ſooner faid' this, than 1 
heard a whiſpering at my door, from 
which I ſuſpected, that this cry of fire 


Was 
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was deviſed as a ſnare for me: ſo that I 
began to be much eaſier on that head than 
I had been, nor when the ſervant: again 
urged me to flight, upon aſſurance of his 
lord's having already quitted the building, 
did I give myſelf, much concern about a 
reply ; but bidding him get out-of dan- 
ger himſelf, I-told hum my determina- 
tion was to periſn with the conſuming 
edifice, ſo that he need take no der 
rrouble nt me. 


I cor over + the night by theſe means 
in ſecurity; but the next morning in- 
volved me again in a new ſcene of trou- 
bles: for upon another aſſault of my door, 
which was a prodigious ſtrong one, after 
playing their batteries againſt it for ſome 
time, a large ſhiver of the wood flew: in- 
to my room. This not only gave the 
enemy a full view of me, but me of them 
at the ſame time. | 


Hoy grace, we was one of the agents, 
exulting at this, and threatning inſtantly 


to be maſter of me, I replied, I believed 
what 
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what he ſaid was too true; but that 1 
might not be driven to a nonplus, as the 
time of my ruin was fo nearly approach - 
ing; to demonſtrate to him, that I want 
ed not reſolution to effect my purpoſe, I 
would then ſatisfy. him, how ineffectual 
his endeavours to my diſhonour were, by 


plunging the ſword, I then held in my 


hand, into my own breaſt; after which 
he might behave as he pleaſed to that car- 
caſs when lifeleſs, which during my whole 
life I had preſerved from infamy. 


IJ ru extended my hand, and my 
mind laboured under ſuch confuſion, that 
I. had moſt certainly ſheathed the inſtru- 
ment in my boſom, had he not called 
out to me to ſtop, and I ſhould depart 
unmoleſted. I then held my hand, ele- 
vated as it was; Sir, faid I, it is not death 
you may ealily judge that I covet, only 
for the ſake of dying; no; I have every 
cauſe inſpiring me to wiſh for a long en- 


joyment of life: but then it muſt be in 


an. honeſt; virtuous, and upright way; in 
the hank that myſelf ſhall chooſe ; nat 
loaded 
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loaded with that ſhame, contempt, and 
ignominy, which ydu would bring upon 
me. No, Sir; whilſt this arm can free me 
from the impious ſtate you would reduce 
me to, nothing in life will be more eligibſe 
to me, than its employment in that ſervice; 
but ſhould heaven divert ſuch ſinful pur- 
poſes from ybur heart, I tan With Sul 
pleafure put up this weapon iii its fhenth 
as no I have drawn it to commit blood · 


WEIL faid his grace, 1 "IE "ON 
with you; come out now to me, and I 
will permit your departure unmoleſted. 
I replied, that I could place no depen- 
dence upon a man of his principles ; but 
if he meant uprightly, he would at his 
next return to the court give orders to 
his family for diſcharging me in his ab- 
ſence; and that I ſhould accept of, both 
as the higheſt favour he could offer me, and 
che greateſt bleſſing that cauld befal] me. 


I cor p obtain no dreck anſwer to my 
demand, but certain thifts, which 1 Was 
5 _ 
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too prudent to give credit to; ſo that 
perſiſting ſtill in my reſolution for diſ- 
patching myſelf the moment his force 
was likely to ſucceed, he left me, where 
I have continued till yeſterday, when he | 


ſet out _ for N aples. 


Hrn grace is afraid of your ſtirring in 
the affair, but intreats you to be wholly 
paſſive; leſt the inſtruments of his malice 
ſhould prevent our future enjoyment of 
each other ; but tho? ſhe fears to favour 
my eſcape in his abſence, ſhe has aſſured 


me, I ſhall be ſuccoured with all her in- 


tereſt towards my enlargement at his re- 
turn, by means of a fervant ſhe hath ever 
found moſt truſty to her: ſo that if we 
can any ways compaſs it, I ſhall aim at 
my deliverance either on Friday or Satut- 
day next, at midnight; where, if in my 
ſolitary walk, I could meet Mr. Hervey, 
himſelf can by himſelf reſtify the joy it 
would minifter to 


n ever conſtant 


p. Gn AHAM. 
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Gronce HR vH x, Eſq; to Miſs 
FANNY GRAHAM. 


. 1ſt Nov. 

1 T cannot be even ind my dear- 

eſt Fanny, what a flow of delight 
poured in upon me at hearing of your 
ſubſiſting conſtancy, and the intrepidity of 
that reſolution, with which you have il- 
luſtrated your conduct through the whole 
of this err affair. 


Mr heart bleodl, my dear, at recount- 
ing what you haye ſuffered; yet me- 
thinks, vile as the duke has proved him- 
ſelf in this tranſaction, I could ſtill adore 
the man, for deſiſting from his enter- 
prize, perceiving your life was in danger. 
O Fanny! when ſhall I ever be able to 
repay the numberleſs expreſſions of thy 
affection for me? Never, never, deareſt 
Fanny. Thou haſt drained my ſtock, 
made me a bankrupt, and thus reduced, 
muſt-I from henceforth ſeek. all my fu- 
ture comfort at thy hand only): 
3857 PR, CAN 
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Ca there be any favourable proſpect 

ariſing from her. grace's benignity to 
you ? Is it poſſible ſhe ſhould be able to 
bring about your deliverance? O! may 
ſhe proſper, and may the Father of us all, 
never deſert her in her ſevereſt trials ; but 
ever contribute, as ſhe to thine, ſo he 
to her protection. 


Ix is not to be preſumed, my ever 
lovely Fanny, that 1 ſhould: for ſome 
days paſt have been informed of your re- 
ſidence, and not have made myſelt maſter 
of its, ſituation and out-lets; no, my 
dear, ſcarce a day has elapſed, wherein 
L have not viſited it, tho' unbleſt with 
the ſight of my dear Fanny; nor will 1 
fail of meeting you at the time appoint- 

ed, in the entrance of the grove, by the 
road ſide in the way to Naples, which I 
judge will be ſafer for me, than to pre; 
ſent. myſelf even at the palace gate to re: 
ceive you; it not being more than five 
minutes walk from it. May heaven fa- 
vour the attempt, and once more com- 
Te" mit 
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mit my ever Chang Fanny to the arms 
of 
| Her faithful 


Geo, HErvey. 
FD 


GROROGE HE RVE V, Eſq; and Miſs 
Fanny GRAHAM, to Mrs. Goop ALL. 


Nome, Nov. g 1730. 

Irn what a ſerene tranquillity en- 

joyeſt thou thyſelf and ſpouſe in 
England, my ever dear friend, whilſt poor 
Mr. Hervey and 1, wading in the turbu- 
lent ocean of - perpetual adverſity, ſuch 
conflicts have we engaged and vanquiſhed, 
as might decorate even the annals of the 
moſt errant knight in chivalry. 


Six I wrote you my laſt, Mr. Her- 
vey. informed you (as he tells me) of the 
rape committed upon me at an aſſembly 
at Naples, which disjoined us for fome 
weeks; but my dear, whence ariſes your 
art * foretelling events at ſuch a diſtance ? 

For 


F, A, N, N, Yo 189 


13 | . - For molt certainly I was then confined: 
to the very {pot you had fixed me to. 
q + n : | b 
Ir would be too tedious to enumerate 
the particular attacks made upon my ho- 
nour by that diſhonourable nobleman, 
whoſe lady was at length not only the 
8 projector of, but an aſſiſtant to the free · 
a doom I now enjoy; but my dear friend, 
I ſhudder at the reflection of the price I 
might have paid for it. Having concert- 
ed our meaſures for my eſcape, appbinted 
the night for its execution, and given 
Mr. Hervey notice to receive me; Thad 
but juſt met him at the appointed place 
of rendez vous, when two ruffians, em · 
ployed by his grace, interpoſed to ob- 
ſtruct my proceeding further with him. 


* 
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IT was within the ſhelter of a wood, 

N through whoſe lofty branches, the moon, 
d chequering the verdant ſurface by its illu- 
7 | mination, added to the ſolemn horror the 
; place itſelf abounded with ; when one of 
them, with his club erect, demanded who 
we were? and  whither we were going? 
3 It 
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It is moſt certain, we-could neither of us 
have replied to any demands more pain 
fully than to theſe; but Mr. Hervey 
ſtepping bac from the reach of his wea- 
pon, drawing me with him, and inſtantly 
unſheathing his fword, replied, it was 
beneath a man of his figure to render an 
account of his actions to any man. The 


fellow then claiming me, and vowing I 


ſhould move no further with him, was 
reaching a blow at Mr. Hervey's head, 
when I perceived, by the reflection of the 
light upon it, that the ſword was through 
his body; but Mr. Hervey had not with- 
drawn it, before he fell, and a compa- 
nion of the fallen man, ruſhing through 
the wood, made at my dear Mr. Hervey 
with the fury of a ſavage beaſt,” intent 
on his deſtruction; nor had Mr. Hervey 
more time, than juſt to raiſe his hand in 
his own defence, before this wretch by a 

blow on the head ſent him l into 
my boſom. | 


Tur fellow would have redoubled his 
blow, had I not ſcreened the dear man 
wah 
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with my own body from his rage; but 


meeting with ſome difficulty. in attaining 


his purpoſe, unleſs through me, who 


covered him, and ſeeing. him already 
upon his knees, and as he judged had no 
likelihood of ſoon recovering _ himſelf 
again, his companion groaning horri- 
bly, he retreated to his aſſiſtance ;. in 
which time my dear Mr. Hervey, regain- 


| ing his feet was prepared tor a ſecond on» 


let. 


Tut deſperate villain, on. ſeeing his 
opponent thus recovered, ran to the 
charge again, in hopes of miniſtring a 
more laſting quietus to him; but the 
dear man (as he told me afterwards) re- 
collecting the prize he fought for, and 
that his ſole hope depended on conqueſt, 


little regarding theenemy's fury, flew at 


him, and cloſing within the ſwing of the 
club, ran his ſword through the neck of 


him, and before the villain could be pre- 


pared for a ſecond blow, Mr. Hervey 
had run him through the thigh. 

a i: ir 
Tur 
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THe. battle was now over between the 
contending champions; for both the aſ- 
ſailants were fallen; tho' whether wound- 
ed mortally or not, we could not con- 
jecture, being both ſtill alive; but now 
had I like to have cloſed the ſcene of this 
tragedy :: for tho I bore up with unex- 


pected fortitude during the unequal com- 


bat; that being ended, my refleftions 
upon what might have been the conſe- 
quence of it fell ſo weightily upon me, 
as even to bear me to. the ground with 
the two ruffians; and at ſo ſmall a di- 


ſtance from them, that the watchfulneſs 


Mr. Hervey would have applied to my 


ſuccour, he was obliged to employ to 


the prevention of their laying violent 


hands upon me: for he ſtood between us, 


threatning inſtant. death to the hand that 


moved to moleſt me. 


Ir was not long however, before I 
was recovered and was capable of riſing 
on my feet; when that ſpot proving ſo 
ungrateful to us, with the ut moſt ſpeed 

we 
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we could attain to, we made the beſt of 


our way to Naples again; where taking 


poſt directly, we arrived in due time ſafe 
at Rome; and there met a favour or two 
of yours, which I have not time at pre- 
{ent to anſwer. 


Ws had thoughts of ſeeing Florence, 
and ſhall ſet out to-morrow for Leghorn ; 
but it I can prevail on Mr. Hervey, who 
never yet denied the minuteſt requeit of 
mine, we ſhall take no longer ſhelter in a 
country, which might have been ſo fatal 
to us both : ſo that if I have any portion of 
your prophetic ſpirit in me, the next 
time you hear from me will be from ſome 
part of my long-withed for England. 


W1sn us a good voyage, my dear, for 
I know not but we may come all the way 
by ſhipping ; which, tho' I am no great 
friend to the water, will be equally agree- 
able to me with a land journey, having 
my dear Hervey with me. We are, dear 
madam, under the higheſt ſenſe of our 

— obli- 
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obligations to you for your moſt bene- 

ficial correſpondence with us ſo long, 
Your ſincereſt friends and ſervants, 


F. GRAHAM. 
Gro. HE RVE. 
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Mrs. FRances HERVEX, to CHARLES - 


GRAHAM, Eſq; 


My honoured father, 
| Jan. 14, 1730. 
T F after manifold diſtreſſes in England, 
and rolling over the hazardous ocean 
involuntarily ; if after the moſt irkſome 
impriſonment, and combaring there with 
thoſe temptations which were inſidiouſly 
prepared for the ſubverſion of my inno- 
cence and future happineſs ; if after ex- 
ceſs of peril ſuſtained by land, both in 
my travels and from the ſnares of men; 
that ocean, wherein ſo many find their 
graves, hath delivered me ſafely to my 


native country, there to receive the wel- 


come of my deareſt parents, and to be ad- 
mit- 
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mitted with my huſband to implore their 


bleſſing on us both; how happy ſhall, we 


both eſteem ourſelves, and how inconſider- 
able will our paſt troubles appear, if we had 
your orders for putting ourſelves upon 
that journey, which, under your approba- 
tion, will be taken by us with the higheſt 


tranſport. Mr. Hervey begs his duty 
may be accepted by yourſelf and my 
mamma, together with that of 


Your ſubmiſſive daughter, 
F. Hervey. 
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GEORGE HERVEx, Eſq; and his 
lady, to Mrs. SoPHia HERVEY, 


Honoured madam, 
Jan. 15, 1730. 
Oux long loſt ſon is now arrived 
ſafe at London; hoping that his 


tedious abſence will be amply compenſat- 


ed for by the tender he makes you of a 


daughter, highly worthy of our deareſt 
| 2 mamma 
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mamma. If you command us down to 
you, we have no pretence againſt imme- 


diate compliance; but if you can in- 


dulge us a few weeks delight here, after 
the pain we have hitherto laboured under, 
the favour will be moſt agreeable to us. 


Pray madam, let the. next poſt con- 


firm our deſires for your health. Make 


our love acceptable to my fiſters, and 
dear madam, accept the joint duty of 


Your fon and daughter, 
| Gro. and F. Hexvey. 


E 


Mrs. FRAN Is HEeRvey, to Mrs. 


GOODALL. 


Jan. 14, 1730. 

T AM now, my dear friend, together 
with my deareſt huſband, at that ſu- 
perb metropolitan city of London ; nor 
was I ever better pleaſed, than at my pre- 
dent capacity for dating this to you from 
| © thence: 


- 
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thence : for, my dear, tho' I have paſſed 
through, and have been reſident in the 
greateſt cities in the known world; yet it 
one has had the advantage in this reſpect, 
another in that, there is not one amongſt 
them all poſſeſſes every perfection of this 


magnificent City. 


We arrived on the 10th in the even- 
ing, and were married the next morning 
at St. Paul's; ſo that now my mind be- 
ing releaſed from thoſe perpetual anxie- 
ties, which acconyanied me in my ſingle 
ſtate in England, I ſhall! rejoice as much 
at the fight of my parents, being out of 
the reach of their machinations againſt 
me, as ever I did heretofore to avoid 
them. We have by this poſt wrote to 
my father, and if he ſees fit to receive 
us as his children, Mr. Hervey will com- 
pliment me ſo far, as to make our firſt 


_ viſit to him; but as to that, his beha- 


viour to me has been ſo very un-engag- 
ing for a long time, as to have left me 
almoſt wholly indifferent how he receives 
it, or whether he will ſee us or not: for, 
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my dear, I thank my kind ſtars, we ſhall 
never be deſtitute of a thorough” friend 
and parent, whilſt that beſt of women 
my mother Hervey lives; and then for- 
tune having favoured my dear Mr. Her- 
vey with a fine eſtate, tho* my father 
Mould diſpoſe of his all to a ſtranger, 
Nr, Hervey will never repine at it, hav- 
ing orten, both before and ſince our mar- 
rlage, declared to me, that he had rather 
have me miſtreſs of five hundred a year 
of his own providing me, than of ten 
thouſand, either of my own, or my fa- 
ther's: for that his fole ambition hath 
ever been, to have in himſelf the abſo- 
lute gratification of all my deſires. 


We have alſo by this poft wrote to 
my mother Hervey ; and now methinks 
we are once more eſtabliſhed in the living 
world, and ſhall after a random life paſſed 
in various parts, and under as different 
circumſtances, I hope, ſit down for the 
remainder of qQur days in tranquillity. 


le 
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id Ir Mr. Goodall and you ſhould have 
N thoughts of a trip to town this winter, 
* how chearfully might we enjoy ourſelves 
** here; for neither of us ſeem inclinable to 
IT quit it, till about April or May; but be 
„ that as it will, let not my dear friend fail 
* of duly correſponding with 

— | Her. fincere well-wiſher, 

r F. Hervey. 
r | 

n XNMNXNNNWNLNNMNNNNNN NN. 
, Mis. Mary GoodpaALL, to Mrs. 
; HERVEY. 


Jan. 18, 1730. 

THY letter, dear Mrs. Hervey, from 

ſo near a port as London, was the 
moſt agreeable preſent I could have re- 
ceived, as it aſcertains me, not only of 
an event I have ever longed for, I mean 
your marriage to that indulgent man; 
but of your having already paſſed through 
the moſt troubleſome ſcenes of life, I hope 
you will ever be engaged in. 
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I coulp heartily wiſh to be of your 
party at the operas, and other diverſions 
of the town; at this time eſpecially, when 
nature feems to have forbidden all de- 
lights elſewhere to our ſex ; but then, my 
dear, we married women mult have our 
maſter's pleaſures at heart, preferable to 
our own; and Mr. Goodall is ſuch a keen 
ſportſman, as to venture his neck ten 
times a day, for a creature unworthy of 
rhe carriage when taken. Now and then 
its true, he brings me an hare; I think, 
my laſt was the third at the expence of 
about forty pounds, men and horſes, 
this ſeaſon. I know not whether your 
man is ſo diligent as mine in his profeſ- 
ſion; if he is, you do well to keep him 
where he is, or you muſt lie many an 
half night alone. My dear, I give you 
theſe few hints, of what you are to truſt 
to, in caſe, as I ſaid, our huſbands 
minds take the ſame turn. Then a word 
in your ear, my dear, wives need never 
complain, who have money in their 
pockets, and every thing elſe provided 

them; 
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them; now this mult be as true as the 
goſpel, when our maſters aſſure us it is 
ſo, and in truth I am apt to believe them, 
eſpecially where there is no redreſs. 


O! My dear; matrimony, will be ma- 
trimony to us all, ſooner or later; and 
had Mr. Goodall but been bred a tradeſ- 
man in London, I ſhould never have de- 
ſpaired of being a lady mayoreſs: for 
certainly the aſſiduity he expreſſes. in his 
buſineſs, be it what it will he undertakes, 
and that ſollicitude which brings him firſt 
in at the death of a fox, would upon 
another purſuit have given him the chief 
ſeat of the city. However, this is his 
delight, and I find little fault with it: 
for he is a good huſband, notwithſtand- 
ing. 


Now the weather ſeems ſetting in for 
a froſt, he ſhall try his hand .at a little 
game for you, being as excellent a, markſ- 
man as an hunter; nor ſhall you, have it 
long to ſay, we can't vary our meals here, 
as well as you can at London. 

| K 5 1 
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IAR ſome time ago, that your fa- 
ther was very much indiſpoſed; how 
near his end, I can't ſay ; but prefume 
you may give a ſhrewd gueſs by his an- 
ſwer to yours: for perhaps, if he has 
turned his thoughts- to another world, he 
may admit you; but I fear it much, it 
he harbours a belief .of a longer continu- 
ance 1n this. 


You ſee, my dear, by my writing, 
that I am in a chearful mood, to which 
ypur fafe return, I can aſſure you, con- 
tributes not a little. Send me the news 
of the town, for I. ſee, or hear, only 
what the evening polt is. pleaſed to inform 
me of; where ſome terrible affair, which 
has given me a three days vapours, by the 
next poſt vaniſhes like ſmoke, and is all 
contradicted again. 


ExPeEcTiNG your anſwer, I am, dear 
madam, | 


Your moſt obedient, 
Mak GooDALL. 
Mrs. 
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Mrs. ANN GRAHAM, to Mrs. 
HERVE. 


Dear daughter, 
| Oct. 18, 1730. 
Au ſorry your papa will force ſo diſ- 
agreeable a taſk upon me, inſtead of 
anſwering yours himſelf ; but to give it 
you in his own words ; he wonders, he 
lays, you can be ſuch an impertinent 
huſſy, as to require his leave for viſiting 
him, when you have run away with a 
ſtroller, from the excellent proviſion he 
had made for you, where you might have 
corrected all your paſt errors, by a life 
of piety and virtue; but he has done 
with you, he ſays, deſiring you will never 
trouble him more. You have choſen 
your own way of life. nor will he any, 
more interrupt you in it. His affection 
tor you urged him to every experiment 
tor reclaiming you; but all having proved 


ineffectual, he intends, ſince you dare de- 


clare your marriage to him, to alter his 
will, and cut you off with a filver penny; 


hoping 
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hoping that when your deluder ſhall per- 
ceive himſelf excluded from the large 
fortune he gaped after with you, his pre- 
tence to love will be converted into ſuch 
real malice againſt you, as may render 
the reſt of your miſerable life exemplary 
to other young people, and deter them 
from oppoſing the wills of their parents. 


Tuvs far, child, are the words of your 
father; as to my own part, I wiſh it was 
in my power to invite you hither, and 
your huſband too, if he is fo. I can't 
ſay, but the man has ſhewn much regard 
for you, in following you about thus long, 
and hope he may prove able to maintain 
you. It is a ſad thing to lie under a fa- 
ther's diſpleaſure, eſpecially one, who 
could have done ſo much for you; but 
that time is over; poor man, it has borne 
him almoſt down, nor can I expect him 
to continue a great while with me; but 
in caſe of an alteration, you ſhall ſtill find 
yourſelf welcome to 


Your loving mother, 


ANN GRAHAM. 
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Mrs. SoPHIA HERVEVY, to Mrs. 
FRANCIS HERVEY. 


Jan. 10, 1739. 
I N [| have ſurvived to ſee that day, 
in which I am aſſured that my dear 
children are returned to their native ſoil 
in ſafety, what ſhould forbid, but I may 
cloſe my eyes peaceably in your arms. It 
is enough, my dear daughter, that I know 
you are ſo; and now, with what pleaſure 
ſhall I quit, not only the hurry of life, but 
the enjoyments of it, with the eſtate I am 
bleſt with, to ſuch ſucceſſors, as I am per- 
ſuaded will hereafter be able to render the 
beſt accounts of it. This, my dear chil- 
dren, I am prepared to do, whenever 
your diverſions in town ſhall permit you 
to come down to me. A hitle matter 
will ſuffice for me, whoſe taſte for the 
- dehghts of life, time hath extinguiſhed ! 
and ſhould providence protract it for any 
continuance, I ſhall find myſelf in as 
fate guardianſhip under thy huſband, 
Fanny as ever, in his moſt helpleſs ſtate, 
kanſclt was under mine, 


6 N. 


I nave only to wiſh you both all hap- 
pineſs, which, ſo far as I can contribute, 
ſhall be the conſtant endeavour of 


Your affectionate mother, 
SoPHra HER VE. 
Serre kee kd 


Mrs. FRANCES H RRE, to Mrs. 
ANN GRAHAM. 


Honoured madam, | 
| Jan 25, 1730. 
I RECEIVED by the ſame poſt with yours, 
a letter from Mr. Hervey's mamma, 
which compared, the one with the other, 
would ſcarce be imagined to have been 
the production of two creatures of the 
ſame claſs of beings, and upon the ſame 
occaſion too ; that of the marriage of . a 
child: hers 1s all benignity and love, yours 
only the dictates of a diabolical deſpera- 
ob. - | 


Has 
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Has not Mr. Hervey's mamma, (could 
a ſound reaſon be formed from ſuch rot- 
ten premiſes) much more cauſe for con- 
demning him who has taken me, a poor 
helpleſs out-caſt from my parents, without 
the proſpect of more to enrich him, than 
the ſilver penny portion you mention; 
than my parents can have for dypleaſure 
againſt me, who have married him with 
an eſtate of above five thouſand pounds 
per ann. and treble the ready money my 


tather could have given me, or even 
himſelf poſicſſed, 


Is my father's paſſion, madam, hath 
blinded him, muſt my eyes of neceſſity 
be put out too? No truly, madam, I 
I can fee no reaſon for it. I have mar- 
ried an honeſt man, a ſober man, a vir- 
tuous and a loving man, and all theſe 
added to a far better eſtate than my fa-. 
ther could have provided for me, with a 
creature who bore but the outward fi- 
gure of our kind; and truly, becauſe I 
neglected his ſage advice therein, he was 

: Zh ſo 
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ſo benevolent, as to debar me all future 
human converſe, for the good of my 
foul, that T might ſtudy piety in a nun- 
nery ; but heaven be praiſed, madam, I 
have juft ſeen ſo much of that, as to con- 
vince me heaven is not to be attained by 
confinement, and that a reſolute practice 
of the duties of-a good wife, mother, and 
friend, will pave the ſmootheſt path to 
paradiſe. 


As for a convent, madam, how ſhould 
he conceive it a place for rectifying er- 
rors of my ſort, when a ſmall inſight in- 
to things would convince my father, that 
errors are ſcarce amendable, where the 
will conſents not to correct them ; and as 
for my preſent marriage, I not only dare 
to avow it, but fhall glory in it to my 
dying day, whether my father approves 
it or not, unleſs 1 would give up every 
conviction of myreaſon and affections : nor 
am I under the leaſt apprehenſions from 
the diſpleaſure of my father, as wrongfully 
conceived at firſt, as at preſent retained 
againit me. My only ſorrow, whereby 
| 1 


3 209 


it can affect me, being leſt his vengeance 
ſhould fall upon his own head. 


As for ſuch part of your letter, ma- 
dam, as ſeems the iſſue of your own con- 
cern for me, I eſteem it as yours; and 
ſhall ever be moſt glad of an occaſion to 
teſtify, how much I delire to approve 
myſelf, 5 

Your molt dutiful daughter, 


F. Hrrver. 


Mr. Hrzvey and his lady, to Mrs. 
SoPHIA HERVEY. 


Ever honoured madam, 


London, Jan. 21, 1730, 

H E ſublimity of your notions of be- 
nevolence exceed our capacity of 
making a return in adequate terms of 
gratitude, for the happy acceptance we 
hnd in your tamily, my chief concern 
being how we ſhall ever ſufficiently ac- 


knowledge the bleſſing. 
W. 
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Ws hope, madam, heaven will pre- 
ſerve you, not only again to ſee us, but 
our deſcendants ; that they may imbibe 
on your knees thoſe wholeſome inſtructi- 
ons which have made us ſo Py in the 
beſt of mothers. 


We, who hope to make the dictates 
of reaſon our guide, in preference to 
thoſe of paſſion, can never 'want more, 
than the bounty of providence ſhall from 
time to time ſupply us with; fo that, 
madam, we humbly hope you, as the 
ſafeſt ſteward, will not think of relinquiſh- 
ing any of your poſſeſfions to us, who in 
yourſelf, ſhall ever have a banker, ready 
to anſwer our occaſional demands. | 

Ws both long to proſtrate ourſelves 
for your bleſſing. and are, madam, 


Your moſt dutiful ſon and daughter, 


GEO. and F. HER VE. 


Mrs. 
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Mrs. Hervey, to Mrs. MAR v 
b GOODALL. 


Jan, 25, 1730. 

Have often reflected, dear Mrs. 
Goodall, that in the courſe of my 
little experience in the world, no intimacy 
contracted between two young ladies in 
ſo ſhort a ſpace as a fortnight, (which is 
the moſt we ever knew each other perſo- 
nally,) was ever improved into ſuch a 
ſtrict amity and friendſhip, by a future 
epiſtolary correſpondence only, as ours 
has been; nor can I imagine either of us 
could have been poſſeſſed of a. more ſin- 
cere friend, had ages of perſonal inter- 
courſe been allowed us; but ſtill the ba- 
lance turns againſt me: for ſetting aſide 
natural inclination, I have had the ſatis- 
faction of diſburthening a mind incum- 
bered with adverſe occurrences into your 
breaſt, where I was certain of a compaſ- 
ſionate return at leaſt: whereas your 
good- nature has extended itſelf even to a 
participation of my woes; to which, like 
2 


e 
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a tender parent, you have miniſtred every 
cordial comfort. 


Wr are now both of us arrived to that 
ſtate, which bounds the ambition of our 
ſex ; that of wives and miſtreſſes of fami- 
lies; then let us not, now the melancholy 


ſcenes of life are paſt, negle& by our re- 


ciprocal warnings, to advertiſe each other 
of our proceedings, as wives, mothers, 
and miſtrefles. You have been much longer 
a wife than myſelf, and conſequently are 
many ſteps before me in experimental 


knowledge; for which reaſon I take ſome 
hints you have given me in your laſt in 


very friendly part. 


I nave never yet, either before my 
marriage, or ſince, gained the leaſt in- 
fight what diverſions, ſports, or exerciſes 
Mr. Hervey moſt favours ; tho' far am 
I from ſuſpecting him a man of fo infipid 
a taſte, as to incline to none; but my 
dear, to ſpeak the truth, if I may to 
yourſelf declare it without vanity, his 
whole heart and foul hath for theſe laſt 

twelve 


T 
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twelve months been ſo wholly devoted to 


me, as to have incapacitated him from 
every avocation. 


Tur good-humour, in which you 
mention Mr. Goodall's ſports, gives me 
the pleaſure of ſurmiſing, that you make 
his. diverſions agreeable to you; as indeed 
thoſe of every good huſband ought to be 
to her, who would be eſteemed a good 
wife: for it is the reciprocation of bene- 
volence, and the mutual indulgence we 
grant to each other's favourite ſchemes, 


that in my opinion muſt eſtabliſh the feli- 
city of wedlock. 


Ir is not the price of the hare, nor 
che tail of the fox when caught, to which 
we muſt impute a ſportman's zeal; bur 
the muſick, the company, the exerciſe, 
the horſemanſhip, each contributing to 
his delight and amuſement; nor doubt I 
but the ſociety of the man we love, in 
the hour we enjoy it, is enhanced doubly 
in value, by his abſence in the two or 
three foregoing. 


My 


5 
A 
| 
4 
| 


live to meet I ſhall lay before you. In 
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My dear, you need not have been ſo 
private in cautioning me againſt com- 
plaints, while I have money and neceſſa- 
ries provided : for ſurely, whatever gra- 
tification a good huſband enjoys, as it 
rebounds upon the wife, in his pleaſantry 


and good humour, all occaſion of com- 


plaint muſt vaniſh; and my dear, ſhould 
not Mr. Hervey direct me to this truth, 
I hope my natural reaſon, and the affec- 
tion I bear him, would ever guide me to 


it; but example prevails beyond precept, 
they ſay: ſo that you muſt allow me a 


little more time for that, before I ſhall be 
ſo well qualified by this, as you are. 


I am obliged to you for the game you 
promiſe me, nor need you fear our giv- 


ing preference to a Wiltſhire bird, before 


that of any other county. 


IRECEIVED letters, by the ſame poſt 


with yours, from both my mammas, 
Graham and Hervey, which if ever we 


the 
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the firſt of theſe, my father's illneſs is at- 
tributed to my diſobedience; but my 
dear, if the truth was known, it ariſes 
from vexation, that his devices againſt 
me have ſucceeded no better, and to find 
himſelf outwitted by his own daughter: 
for I know thoſe are the ſentiments of his 
Spaniſh heart, However, if all your: 
prophecies are true, he will get it over : 
for he is as obſtinate as ever, which you 
ſay is a ſhrewd ſign of it. How do you 
think he begins, my dear, tho' in my 
mamma's hand, which ſhe ſends me as 
of his inditing? He wonders, he ſays, 
how I can be ſuch an impertinent huſly, 
ro require his leave for viſiting him, 
when I have ran away with a ſtroller. 
Was there ever ſuch rancour harboured 
in the mind of man before, againſt ſo 
deſerving a perſonage, both in family, 
fortune, and diſpoſition as Mr. Hervey ? 
But that kind man flights his reproaches 
for my ſake, and ſtill believes all pro- 
ceeds from the peſtilent infuſions of my 
couſin Goſſelin. I wont ſay how true 
that may be; but unleſs he was infatuat- 

ed, 
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ed, he has had ſufficient time, in my ab- 
ſence, to have undeceived himſelf, which 
had he but taken the pains to attempt, 
even common rumour might have recti- 
fyed his error. 5 


Tov inquire after the news of the 
town, little conſidering that I am as yet 
but a ſtranger here, and as much ftared 
at, both at court, and all publick aſſem- 
blies, as a Londoner in a new faſhion in 
one of our country churches. This, I 
can tell you, that being laſt night at the 
opera, in the front box, mine was re- 
marked for the richeſt dreſs there ; and 
| ſuch ſtaring there was at the ſtranger, 
as will not a little prevent the reſt of 
many of them, till they ſhall be aſcertain- 
ed who I am. 


O! my dear, did you but know what 
an immenſe ſum Mr. Hervey has diſ- 
burſed for my cloathing, already come 
home, befides what are yet to come, you 
would be amazed a man ſhould behave 


ſo to a wife: for not one of them was 
be- 
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beſpoke before I was ſo; we being mar- 
ried in the ſame habits wherein we left 
Italy. You may call this honey-moon, 
and I know not what; yet I am fool 
enough to believe, it will never change. 


Mr. Hervey's reſpects to Mr. Goodall, 
and to both of you thoſe of | 


Your ſincereſt friend and ſervant, 


F. Herver. 


Mrs. Goop ALL, to Mrs. HERVEY. 


Feb. 1 » 1730. 
Har you may not ſay, my dear 

Fanny, I only promiſe without per- 
formance; I yeſterday committed to the 
care of the Saliſbury coachman, two 
brace of woodcocks, and three of par- 
tridges, which ſoon after your receipt of 
this, you will find lodged for you at the 
Angel behind St, Clement's, 


Vo 1. II. L Don'T 
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Doxn'T take it amiſs, that I remind 
you foreigners to drink our healths over 
them; as Mr. Goodall and I do yours, 
as ſure as we fit down to meals. I often 
wiſh to make one with you, and have en- 
gaged Mr. Goodall to pay you a viſit, ſo 
ſoon as ever we ſhall hear of your arri- 
val at Mrs. Hervey's; for, my dear, we 
both long to behold that good old lady, 
and to ſee how ſhe behaves to you. 


WELL! there has been miſerable do- 


ings in Wales. I heard of it but by ac- 


cident ; but your he-couſin, Tom, your 
old emiſſary, is gone for London. It 
ſeems, his wife took upon her to wear 
the breeches, as the ſaying is, and bring- 
ing all the money, was ſo ſtupid as to 
imagine ſhe had a right to the diſpoſal 


of it; and often ſnubbed Tom to no 


little degree, in his ſtate of ignorance; 


but a Welch attorney having liſted him 


under his. banner, by finding ways and 
means fot raiſing ſupplies upon bond, 
has now taken him to town with him, in 

order 
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order to fell his ſtocks for their repay- 
ment ; and what may become of it all 
before their return, if that ever happens, 
is uncertain: for Tom ſwaggers, and 
ſwears the man is a fool, that would con- 
tent himſelf. with a bit of paper, no big- 
ger than he has bought many a penny- 
worth of tobacco in, inſtead of the rino 
in his pocket. 


Tus breeding ſome combuſtion be- 
tween him and his yoke- fellow, and ſhe 
having but a mean opinion of the ſquire's 
judgment in that point, one word drew 
on others, till Tom, the morning he 
went off, gave his attorney's clerk a letter 
of attorney to diſpoſe of all his goods, and 
turned madam fairly out of doors: ſo that 
whether ever they may meet in this world 
more, is above my determination; for 
Tom inſiſts, and his adviſer ſpirits him 
up in it, that the man's an aſs, that ever 
ſubmits to his wife in any thing: ſo that 
madam ſcems to be but ia a bad caſe 
at preſent. 


L 2 You 
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You ſee, my dear, that all the news 
don't arrive to us only from London, by 
what I have above related. 


[ am deareſt Mrs, Hervey's very hum- 
ble ſervant, | 


Mary Goop ALL. 


MXN MMM MKM MMM Nx 
Mrs. HERvRHr, to Mrs. Mary 


GooDALL. 


| Feb. 6, 1730. 
| Ga "i of poor couſin - Betſy 
has given Mr. Hervey and myſelf 

more concern, than you can well ima- 
gine: for if I may be admitted to fore- 
tel her fate from circumſtances, ſhe is an 
undone girl. You can't think, my dear, 
how pleaſing a thing it is to me, to ſee 
the uneaſineſs my dear huſband is under 
on her account, which to me manifeſts 
ſo gentle a diſpoſition, that I am charm- 
ed with it. When I talk of retaliation, 
and how her miſchiefs, ſo diſingenuouſly 
intended againſt me, are returned upon 
her 
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her own head; you would be ſurpriſed 
at the palliations he invents for her, ſof- 
tening each action, till their baſeneſs ſeems 
to be leſſened ; inſomuch that I verily 
think he would not ſcruple afliſting her, 
in caſe of any extremity. 


I yroFEss I have had it in my head 
more than once ſince the receipt of your 
laſt, whether I could not make her ne- 
ceſſary, or ſome how inſtrumental, in 
reconciling my father to us: for my 
dear, tho* I am now wholly independent 
on him, and cannot but ſeriouſly allow, 
that his paſt tranſactions have merited no 
future regard from me ; yet I know not 
how it is, nature at one's elbow will pluck 
us by the ſleeve, for obtaining that amity, 
fo reciprocally deſireable between parents 
and children. I have many ſerious re- 
flections on this head, and could it be 
brought about, under whatever conceſ- 
ſions on my part, (wherein I am ſatisfied 
Mr. Hervey, for the ſake of peace, would 
willingly join with me) I think I ſhould 
contribute all in my power towards it. 
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Wrhirst I am upon this ſerious topick, 
which engages my attention but the 
deeper, the more I conſider of it; I ſhall 
propoſe to you a quere, for your advice 
in the affair, being aſſured you will re- 
commend no other meaſures to me than 
yourſelf in my cafe would purſue. 


Mx. Godfon, a very worthy man, and 
ſome years ſince of our pariſh, and with 
my father in the commiſſion of the peace 
there; one, who ever to a great degree 
commanded my father's peculiar regard, 
tor his equitable proceedings to all men, 
is now my near neighbour in town, where 
he has ſettled for about three years paſt 
with his family, for the better conducting 
two young gentlemen, his ſons, in their 
leveral ways of life here. This Mr. God- 
{on and his lady, I ſay, viſit Mr. Hervey 
and me, and we them ; what ſhould you 
think of my communicating our whole 
affair to him, and employing him in a me- 
diation between me and my father? Be- 
ing well ſatisfied, of his readineſs for any 

* friend- 
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friendly office of that kind. Now as he 
ever bore a great ſway over my father's 
judgment, and can no ways mention Mr. 
Hervey to him in a diſadvantageous light; 
whether you think this gentleman's inſlu- 
ence, backed by the real truth of the 
caſe, may not over-ballance the preju- 
dices my father hath already imbibed 
againſt us? This I refer to your determt- 
nation, and ſhall with impatience wait 
your anſwer. | 


I nave only to return our acknowledg- 
ments for your laſt favour, which arriv- 
ed very fate and ſweet; nor did we for- 
get the donors, I can promiſe you, at the 
regale we made over them; at which the 


above gentleman, his lady, and daughter 
were preſent, 


LeT your anſwer be diſpatched by the 
return of the poſt, to 


Your true friend, 


F. HERVE. 


L 4 Mrs. 
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Mrs. MARY GOOD ALL, to Mrs. 
HERVEY. 


Feb. , 1730. 
J Avis nothing material to write to 
my dear Mrs. Hervey, ſave only a 
meer anſwer to her laſt, I ſhall be very 
brief in it. 


Give me leave, with the higheſt enco- 
miums, to applaud that lenity of your 
temper, which with ſo forcible a biaſs in- 
clines you to peace with your father ; 
and tho' I would not conſent to too ab- 
ject conditions of your condeſcenſion 
yet my opinion is, that by every lawful 
and laudable method, you ſhould invite 
a reconciliation; nor know I any way 


more proper, than that you propoſe, 


through the means of Mr. Godſon: for, 
my dear, I cannot differ from Mr. Her- 
vey's ſentiments, that was your father 
rightly appriſed to whom you are mar- 
ried, which having been once miſguided 
in, he has never ſought how to rectify ; 

| 1 
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it could not be long, before he gave ſome 
teſtimonies of his approval of it. Let it 
then be your care to make a friend of Mr. 
Godſon, ſatisfy him firſt in every thing 
that he requires, to the conviction of his 
own judgment, and by that means he 
will be the better able by proper argu- 
ments to ſupport his claim upon your fa- 
ther. All that I can add is only this, 
that you ſhall not only be attended with 
the good wiſhes for ſucceſs, but alſo the 
hearty prayers of 


Your ſincere well-wiſher. 
Mary GOOD ALL. 


Rn 


Jonx Gopsox, Eſq; to CHARLES 
GRAHAM, Eſq; 


My very good old friend, 
5 Feb. 15, 1730. 
THE diſtance of my removal from 
you, having prevented a perſonal in- 
ter courle between us, I am greatly de- 


. 5 lighted 
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lighted at the renewal of our former 
friendſhip, in the perſon of your dear 
daughter, that charming young lady, 
heretofore miſs Fanny, now the wife of 


Mr. Hervey. 


My good friend ? when my Lucy and 
ſhe are in company, (for they are ſeldom 
aſunder,) how does it recall paſt ſcenes 
between us? Pleaſurable ſcenes, my friend! 
till forming an idea of their infancy, and 
tracing them up to the marriage ftate, 
which yours hath already arrived at, and 
my Lucy is but a thought from : I ſay, 
when I reflect on theſe things, it is almoſt 
time for us to quit the ſtage to them and 
their ſucceſſors. 


IT is a great pleafure to me, my good 
friend, to ſee your daughter fo excellent- 
ly. diſpoſed of : for ſurely a worthier man 
never lived, than ſhe has got. I heartily 
wiſh I had the ſame proſpect in my Lucy's 
match; but ſhe cannot expect it: I have 
other children, who muſt ſhare my poſ- 
ſeſſions with her; but ſurely your all 


Were 
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were well beſtowed on ſo deſerving a man 
as Mr. Hervey. 


' Pray inform me how good Mrs. Gra- 
ham wears; ſhe can be but little thort of 


our years. My wife joins in compliments 


to you both, with, my dear friend, 
Your moſt humble ſervant; 


Joan Gopso. 


eee 


CHARLES GRAHAM, Eſq; to 
Jon Gopson, Eſq. 


Feb. 18, 1730. 

[]Nozs preſſures like mine, my old 
friend, nothing could have revived 
me, like the receipt of yours of the 15th 
inſtant, whereby I learn the health of 
yourſelf, Mrs. Godſon, and miſs ; with: 
room for hoping that the other partakers 
of your fire- ſide are in the ſame ſtate; 


for ſurely had either illneſs or alteration 


happened, you would have mentionedit, 


You 
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You may be ſaid to be an happy fa- 
ther, whoſe children all, as no doubt miſs 
Lucy doth, will ſubmit to your choice of 


a huſband for her. Alas! my dear 


friend, that pleaſure hath been denied me; 
my girl, my Fanny, has moſt contemp- 
tuouſly broke through all reſtraint, to 
Join herſelf to a fortune-hunter, an Iriſh- 
man, my good friend; a ſorry fellow, 
with whom ſhe hath nought in expecta- 
tion, but rags and beggary ; but it is her 


own choice, no injunction of mine would 


reſtrain her, nor any reſtraint confine 


her, from the purſuit of her own will. 


Tr1s, my good friend, is ſo galling to 
a tender father, as thou well knoweſt 
I have ever proved to her; and this re- 
turn for it hath almoſt broken my heart. 


I had hoped for that comfort from her in 


my age, which might have protracted the 
remains of life under her gentle behavi- 


our to me; but inſtead of that, her fol- 
lies will precipitate me to the grave, even 
before nature would have called for my 


departure. 
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O Ma. Gopson ! no one can be ſenſi- 
ble of thoſe pangs, which a fond, but 
diſappointed father ſuffers, for the errors 
of an unruly child. To ſee the building, 
a man has, for half his age, been rearing 
to his own purpoſes, deſtroyed, and over- 
turned by the inſinuations of a traiterous 
fortune-hunter, who would make a prey 
of a man, his family, his child, his ſub- 
ſtance; theſe, my friend, are what have 

doubled me with forrow, and muſt ſoon 
end me; but you may be ſure I ſhall act 
like other prudent parents in the like 
caſe; as ſhe has provided for herſelf, let 
her ſtand and fall by it: for not a ſhilling 
ſhall ſhe, nor her new huſband ever ſee of 
mine. No, I have already otherwiſe diſ- 
poſed of it. 


My friend, you ſee but the out-fide of 
this artful man, and may approve it. But 
I would have you cautious how you 
let miſs Lucy keep her company ; leſt 
you may have my fate to ſtruggle with, 
from ſome of her huſband's country-men, 


ſent 
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ſent over upon the ſame errand with him- 
ſelf ; for they are ſuch crafty raſcals, you 
muſt not credit a ſingle pretence of theirs. 


Pray pay my compliments to your 
whole family; and, believe me, this in- 
ſtance of your kindnels in inquiring after 


an unhappy father, will ever be remem- 
bered with gratitude, by 


Your diſconſolate friend, 


CHARLES GRAHAM. 


DIDSEHS EIS ESAPSEIIIDEIISEES 


Joun Gopson, Eſq; to CHARLES 
SRAHAM, Eſq. 


My dear friend, : 
Feb. 28, 1730. 


OuR account of Mr. Hervey, fo 

contradictory to what I betore took 
him for, you may imagine, not only gave 
me no little pain for my own daughter, 
but excited my compaſſion for yours; 
nor could I reſt, till I had given myſelf 
all the ſatisfaction in the affair, that the 


nature 


. 231 
nature of the caſe was capable of. My 
good friend, every part of that gentle- 
man's behaviour pleading in direct oppo- 
ſition to your report; I took the pains of 
writing into the country, where he told 
me his ſeat was, to gain a certainty as to 
many particulars he had hinted to me; 
and from anſwers thereto, have arrived 
at a moral aſſurance, of his being the 
very man he repreſents; but being at his 
lodgings here in town the other day, who 
ſhould come in upon us, but our old and 
very good friend, Mr. alderman Doubler, 
who proves to be his uncle, and from whom 
I obtained the following account of him. 

Tnar his family was formerly eſta- 
bliſhed in Worceſterſhire, and for ſome 
hundred years paſt has enjoyed a very 
plentiful eſtate, That his grandfather, 
Roger Hervey, tranſplanted his family 
into Wiltſhire, where the preſent Mr. 
Hervey's feat now is; and dying, left it 
to your ſon-in-law's father, in. whom al- 
ſo, before his death, many of the eſtates 
of the collateral branches of the family 

centering, 
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centering, by their extinction; the pre- 
ſent poſſeſſor, your now ſon, hath a good 
landed eſtate in poſſeſſion, (ſave about 
fifteen hundred a year his mother now 
holds in jointure) of five thouſand a year 
and upwards, with above ſixty thouſand 
pounds in the government ſecurities. 


I NEED not inform my friend of his 
endowments, natural or acquired, from 


the report of his uncle; my own ſenſes 


bearing teſtimony to his worthineſs, abi- 
lities, and qualifications, not inferior (if 
my good friend can rely upon my judg- 
ment in the caſe) to any one man I ever 
converſed with. But Sir, the diſintereſted 
regard he bears to your daughter is alone 
fufficient commendation of him to you, 
as a ſpouſe for her; no two ever ſetting 
out under proſpect of more preſent or 
future happineſs than they do. 


Uron the whole, my good friend, I 
am afraid you muſt have been groſly im- 
poſed upon, by ſome deſigning perſon 
or other, to the prejudice of a gentle- 

man, 
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man, every way qualified to promote your 
family's felicity, and to whom few com- 
moners but would boaſt of an alliance. 


Since I have heard your thoughts of 
him, I have examined them, as to their 
cauſe; and am told, you even denied this 
worthy man an audience, upon his appli- 
cation to you for conſent ; which I am 
the more ſurpriſed at, from the knowledge 
of your experience in men and things. 
A fair hearing is what every man hath a 
right to, before conviction z nor can you 
blame the ſteps they have taken for unit- 
ing, when yourſelf declined receiving 
thoſe reaſons they might have offered, 
why they ſhould unite. 


Mz. alderman is greatly concerned at 
the (light put upon his nephew, and would 
have wrote to you himſelf about it ; but 
that I hope a right underſtanding of the 
caſe will make you as forward for em- 
bracing ſuch worthy relatives, as they 
themſelves are for humbling themſelves 
at your feet, for a pardon of whatever 
offence they may have given you. 


: 
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PRAv ſend me your anſwer forthwith, 
for peace in families, being ſo deſireable 
a thing, no one can be more anxious for 
contributing to it, than 


Your ſincere 1 
Johx Gopsoxn, 
MMM NLTK 
Mrs. Hervey, to Mrs. GoopDaALL. 


| Feb. 28, 1730. 
M Y dear Mrs. Goodall muſt excuſe 

my neglect of writing for ſome 
poſts to her, from the . hurry my affairs 


have been in, between us two, Mr. God- 


ſon, and Mr. alderman Doubler, our 
uncle, by my huſband's ſide: for not a 
day has paſt without a conſultation, in 
what manner moſt effectually to intro- 
duce a reconciliation with my father. 


Mx. Godſon only informed him firſt 


. of our living near and viſiting him, and 
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he us; what a fine gentleman Mr. Her- 
vey was, and how it rejoiced him to ſee 
me ſo well married, without a word of 
the difierence between us ; being deſirous 
that the firſt report he had of that ſhould 
teem to my ſather to proceed from him- 


ſelf. 


My father, in anſwer, ſtated the grief 
I had cauſed him by my marriage with 
ſuch a fortune- hunter, and an Iriſhman; 
and adviſed Mr. Godſon not to let us aſ- 
ſociate with his daughter, leſt we ſhould. 
introduce ſome of my huſband's country- 
men to run away with her; inveighing 
moſt bitterly againſt us both, who he 
ſuppoſed would ſoon come to rags and 


beggary. 


Tuts epiſtle being nicely examined in 
our little council, an anſwer was drawn 
up, nem. con. and is to be ſent this poſt 
to my father, with ample credentials, 
both of whom, and what, and how, with 
a condemnation of his paſt proceedings, 
and advice for a re-hearing the cauſe 

: more 
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more impartially ; and now, my dear, I 
think we have drawn the affair to ſuch a 
criſis, that another letter muſt decide my 
fate, whether I ſhall again be received in- 
to the boſom of my parents, or ejected 
for ever : it being my poſitive determina- 
tion, if this fails, never more to trouble 
Mr. Hervey in another application. 


I nave it fo much at heart myſelf, my 
dear, that I am the moſt impatient 
creature breathing, and ſhall remain ſo 
till I can know the event of it. Wiſh me 
a proſperous iſſue, dear friend, for nothing 
will more contribute to the future ſere - 


nity of 
' Your moſt ſincere 


F. Hervey, 


Mrs. 
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Mrs. Goop ALL, to Mrs. HE RVE V. 


March 3, 1730. 
I Cannor ſay but it ſurpriſed me, when 
I found how long it was ſince you 
wrote to me laſt; but yet it fell out 
luckily enough: for if you had, I had 
not been able to have anſwered you till 
now. 


Mx. Goodall having a little buſineſs, 
which required his preſenceat Honyton—, 
had at firſt thoughts of riding over by 
himſelf, with a ſervant only; but the 
weather proving very fine, and I offering 
him my company, we took the chariot 
and went together; not without hopes on 
my part, tho' I knew but little of the 
country, that poſſibly Mr. Graham's 
might lie in our way, or ſo little out of 
it, that Mr. Goodall would make no dif- 
ficulty of my calling upon your mamma, 


tor an hour or ſo, having not ſeen her ſince 
our marriage. 


Ir 
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Ir ſo chanced, that having made the 
beſt inquiries I could upon the road, I 
diſcovered, that tho' it was ſomewhat 
about, yet it being the beſt road, we 
ſhould loſe little or no time by halting at 
your mamma's. 


Ma. Goodall 1 we arrived 
there; and upon my mention of my 
maiden name, were admitted into the 
parlour, whilſt your mamma, who was 
above ſtairs, was preparing to receive us. 
There was a youg woman ſitting by the 
fire very diſconſolately, when we entered 
the room; but tho' we were a full quar- 
ter of an hour together, and had ex- 
changed ſeveral topicks with each other, 
I never once recollected her to be your 
kinſwoman, till your mamma, after com- 
plimenting us, calling her Mrs. Goſſelin, 
I recollected my having ſeen her there in 
my laſt viſit ; but child, ſhe is ſo miſera- 
bly alrered, that of myſelf, I could never 
have recalled her to mind. She uſed to 
be a ſprightly laſs, and a good agreeable 

woman 
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woman I thought her ; but ſhe now looks 
twenty years older than ſhe did, and fo 
heavy and lumpiſh, as quite amazed me. 


Lou mamma was reſolved, ſhe ſaid, 
not to part with us that night; ſo we 
agreed to ſtay, and after tea, ſhe of her- 
ſelf informed me you was come to Eng- 
land, and was married to Mr. Hervey ; 
all which I received as news to me. Ay, 
ſaid your father, ſure no man was ever ſo 
unfortunate in an only child as I am ! yet 
whether unfortunate or not, I can't ſay; 
for there has been ſuch contradictory re- 
ports about her huſband, as have ſo con- 
founded me, that I know not what to 
think of him, or how to dive to the bot- 
tom ol his character. 


I TEN took upon myſelf to reply, 
that whilſt the diſcourſe of your courtſhip 
with Mr. Hervey was in agitation, before 
you lefr England, hearing ſo much talk of 
him, I had the curioſity to make no ſmall 
inquiry after him, from ſome acquaint- 
ance in his country; and that receiving 

5 ſo 
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ſo ſatisfactory an account of the gentie- 


man,. as to his perſon, rank, and for- 
tune, I apprehended you, Sir, had ſome 
private reaſons againſt the match, or I 
ſhould have thought it a great ig for 
Muſs Graham. 


— 


I x NOW not what to ſay to it, replied 


your father. You ſay he is a worthy 


man, and a man of fortune, and I have 
received a letter from a quondam friend 


at London to the ſame purpoſe ; but then 
here's my niece, poor woman, ſhe knows 


him intimately, and aſſures me he is a 
rank Iriſhman, and a fortune hunter; 
that he is one of the moſt wheedling, and 
inſinuating creatures alive; nay even 
whilſt he pretended love to my daughter, 
finding her ſecured from him, he had the 
impudence to ſay, that my daughter al- 
moſt compelled him to act as he had 


done; but that, in truth, his affections 


were ſo ſettled upon my neice, that he 
ſhould be the moſt unhappy man in life, 
if he could not obtain her. Nay, he ſo 
worried her, poor girl, as almoſt to di- 

7 ſtract 
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tract her; inſomuch, that to avoid his 
further impertinencies, (for he would force 
himſelf into her houſe by the week toge- 
ther, ſwearing he would never depart 
more, till he had made her his wife) and 
to quit herſelf of him, ſhe was ſo ſimple 


as to marry a poor raſcal, that has ſpent 
her fortune and undone her by it. 


EvERVY drop of the blood of my bo- 
dy was by this time all in my face; nor 
had 1 not given vent to my paſſion, could 
I have ſupported myſelf. Madam, faid I, 
to Mrs. Goſſelin, with as ſtern a look as 
ever I put on in my life before, is what 
you have informed Mr. Graham the real 
truth? She bluſhed and anſwered, it was; 
and much more, that ſhe could have ad- 
ded, had it been her inclination to have 
bred a further difference in the family; 
but what ſhe had declared, ſhe looked 
upon as ſo neceſſary a part of her duty to 


her uncle, that ſhe could no ways con- 
ceal it. 


Vol. II. FG Paar 
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Pray, ſaid L, did you inform your 
uncle what had been done on your part? 


How many forged ſtories you had in- 


vented, to divert the gentleman from the 
purſuit of your couſin and to invite him to 
yourown bed? and with what contemptuous 
diſdain. he ſhook you off, and diſregarded 
you ? Did not you harbour him in your 
own houſe, merely that he might be near 
to your couſin? Was not a correſpon- 
dence carried on between you all, by 
letter, at your houſe ? and that, by the 
intervention of the poor fellow you have 
now the confuſion to call huſband ? Did 
not this continue till Mr. Hervey became 
ſo amiable to yourſelf, as to involve you 
in the breach of friendſhip, relationſhip, 
and every the moſt ſacred tie of human 
nature, for compaſſing your own ends 
with him, and diſapointing your couſin 
of as worthy a man, in Mr, Hervey, as 
ever trod the earth? And when all would 


not avail, did you not in frenzy for the 
| loſs of him, when your importunities 


would no longer ſuffer him to endure the 
houſe 
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houſe with you, but he had diſgrace- 
fully quitted you, caſt yourſelf away to 
that worthlefs fellow Tom, in very ma- 
lice for the indignity you thought Mr. 
Hervey had put upon you? Anſwer me, 
madam, to theſe queſtions added I, which 
chriſtian patience will no longer permit 
me to keep back. Anſwer me, how you 
dare now in your calamity, to enter theſe 
doors, when your falſe heart is conſci- 
ous, you have not only driven this gen- 
tleman's daughter, but all peace from 
both his breaſt and hers. Anſwer me, I 
fay, or wrapped in confuſion, ſink quick 
beneath the earth, to conceal your ſhame. 


Mar. Graham and your mamma, I 
believe, took me to be mad, and were 
aſtoniſhed at my running on ſo; nor did 
your couſin anſwer me a word. But no 
ſooner had I recovered my ſpeech again, 
for I was almoſt out of breath; than 
I have a thouſand pardons to beg of you 
Sir, and of you madam, faid I for the 
vehemence I have expreſſed myſelf with; 
but it is beyond ſufferance, to hear per- 

M 2 ſons 
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ſons of eminence in life traduced by the 
mouth of an infamous detractor. As for 
what I have now ſaid, Sir, I am certain 
it is true, and I appeal to that vile woman 
for a confirmation of it. Then being fo, 
can you blame the warmth, wherewith I 
am impelled to expoſe her baſeneſs? 


Your papa and mamma ſtood con- 
founded at what I had uttered, and de- 
manded of your couſin, what ſhe had 
to ſay againſt it ? But ſhe, burſting into 
tears, wondered, ſhe ſaid, they could ſo 
tamely ſit and ſee her vilified, and by a 
ſtranger too. Surely her uncle had 
known her too long, to imagine ſhe 
would impoſe upon him in any thing, eſ- 
pecially in what ſo nearly concerned him; 
adding, that ſhe could haveexpectedno.Jeſs, 
than that her uncle's indignation would 
have ariſen ſo againſt my forgery, that he 
would have turned me out of doors, 
before 1 had half way delivered myſelf of 
ſuch a parcel of lyes as I had told. 


Tur 


- 
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Tu old gentleman's faith begin- 
ning to ſtagger again at what ſhe ſaid, 
he demanded whether ſhe had received 
any letters from you, and anſwered them ? 
or whether Mr. Hervey had done the like 
at her houſe, whilſt you was in confine- 
ment ? To which ſhe boldly replied, .No, 
it was all a falſity, an abſolute falſity; de- 
fying me to prove it. 


HERE I was driven to ſuch a non- 
plus, the defenſive part of the ſtory be- 
ing thrown upon me, that I was never 
more at a puzzle in my life, than how 
I ſhould behave under this dilemma ; 
till my thoughts flaſhing as quick as 
lightning through my mind, I recollected 
your maid Hannah, who then lived with 
you, and who you had told me had pro- 
cured her brother as your emiſſary, and 
defired, that if ſhe was ſtill living in the 
family, ſhe might be called; from whoſe 
teſtimony I would clear up the whole 
ailair, | 
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Your mother then replied, chat her 
| brother, ſoon after his marriage with her 
neice, having ſet Hannah up in a piddling 
ſhop, ſhe had left them ever ſince; 
but as ſhe was but a ſtep off, ſhe would 
ſend for her. This I deſired might be 
done, and we fell into diſcourſe of other 
matters. In the interim of which, your 
couſin took an opporiunity of leaving the 
room; but now, my own honour being 
engaged in the diſpute, I deſired that Mrs. 
Goſſelin might have no opportunity of 
ſeeing or ſpeaking to Mrs. Hannah, till 
ſhe came face to face before us all; and 
this was held fo reaſonable, that your 
papa offered himſelf to follow the meſſen- 
ger, and ſee that no foul play was car- 
ried on. He did fo, and Hannah ap- 
pearing; your couſin was ſent for; 
but having locked herſelf up in her 
chamber ſhe refuſed to come, notwith- 
ſtanding both your papa and mamma 
themſelves went to bring her. At length 
not being able to prevail, they again en- 

tered. 
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tered the parlour, when your papa began 
with Hannah, in the following manner, 


Haxwnan, ſaid he, I have need of 
{ome particular information from you, 
much regarding the welfare of my family. 
Any thing, ſhe faid, that ſhe could ſatis 
iy his worſhip in, he might command. 
Then, added he, you muſt declare the 
truth, to what I fhall' demand of you, 
without favour or affection to me, my 
daughter, or any other perſon ; and I here 
before all this good company aſſure you, 
that whatever you ſhall ſay, ſhall not in 
the leaſt prejudice you, in mine, or your 
Iady's favour; provided you adhere to 
truth only. She then promiſed, that be 
it what it would, ſhe would conceal no- 
thing from us. 


FirsT, Hannah, ſaid your father, 
knoweſt thou of any correſpondence car- 
ricd on by my daughter, during her con- 
finement at my houſe ? She anſwered, 
Yes.—With whom? ſaid he, Miſs Croſs 
| M 4 that 
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that was, and. Mr. Hervey.—Who went 
between them? added he, My brother 
Tom, replied ſhe.—How was it carried 
on? By letter. Frequently? Twice or 
thrice a week—Have you ever ſeen any of 
my neice's letters to my daughter? Many 
of them.— Perſwaſive of, or diſſwaſive 
from the marriage with Hervey ? Per- 
ſwaſive all, but one or two of the laſt; 
when ſhe adviſed her by all means to 
marry Mr. Harriſon.— What did Her- 
vey's letters contain ? Matters of love, 
in the tendereſt ſtrains imaginable ; till 
one or two of the laſt, declared the tre- 
cherous part Miſs Croſs had played my 
miſtreſs, by endeavouring all ſhe could 
to get him to relinquiſh my miſtreſs for 
her; but he ſaid, he had left her houſe 
upon it, and had ſent her ſuch a letter 
by my brother Tom, as muſt have ſtung 
her to the quick; and the next news I 
heard was, my brother's marriage with 
miſs, now my ſiſter. 


Good Sir, ſaid I, (perceiving that this 
examination, and the unexpected anſwers 
Hannah 


] 
. 
| 
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Hannah had ſo deliberately returned him, 
grew ſorely afflicting to him,) you had 
better diſmiſs Mrs. Hannah, unleſs you 
would inquire any thing further from her. 
Lou have been deceived, it is plain. Ay, 
by my conſcience, cryed Hannah, or 
never man in the world was; and my 
ſiſter has been a baſe woman, though ſhe 
is now my ſiſter; a baſe woman, I ſay, to 
my young lady, and that my brother too 
well knows; and that it was not for love 
of him, but out of madneſs for Mr. Her- 
vey's rejecting her, that ſhe became his 
wife. 5 


| Your Papa then ordering Hannah 
a cup of ale with the ſervants, diſmiſſed 
her; and turning to your mamma, whoſe 

hand he took in his own, the ſcene be- 
_ tween them two, became almoſt too mov- 
ing for expreſſion, which ſo overcame 
both Mr. Goodall and myſelf, that we 


had not a dry eye amongſt us all till bed 
time. | 


I wilt, as well as 1 am able, give 
you a faint idea, my dear, of the di- 
M 5 ſtreſs 
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ſtreſs of thy tender parents, for fo I ſhall 
ever henceforth call them. 


| Nawnwy, faid your father, (raiſing 
your mother's hand to his lips, and kiſ- 
ling it) we had once my. dear, as the * 
produce of our early love, a daughter; 
an only child, Nanny. Have we not 
fondled her in the infant ſtate, and ſmiled 
and kiſſed her, till our very ſouls iſſued 
into her little boſom ? Was ſhe not dear 
to us? Child, could any thing be more 
ſo? Witneſs ye powers ſuperiour, if 
ever fether loved like me? or like thy- 
ſelf, a mother? What! was this child. 
of ours torn from our embraces, by the 
cold hand of death, that we have loſt: 
her? that all the joys we had promiſed 
ourſelves in her, and her poſterity, ſhould 
be loſt to us? Nanny, ſpeak Nanny, was 
the forced to ſeek her bread abroad? or 
were we able to have maintained her at 
home in plenty? We were ; nor wanted 
ſhe one earthly comfort. We acted there- 
in like parents; but ſhe fled from us. She 
was to blame. I recovered her, and with 

; 4 the 
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the man ſhe loved, and as we hear, and I 
now believe, worthy her love, and my 
affection. She would have humbled her- 
ſelf to me; but would I hear her? No. 
He too would have pleaded for himſelf 
and her; but would I hear him? No. 
What! would I give no ear to any thing 
relating to my child? I did. To whom? 
A deceiver, a deſigner, an underminer. 
Baſe, brutiſh ſerpent ! Why do I exclaim! 
She the deceiver, I eaſily alaſs! too 
eaſily deceived. (And. here they wept 
moſt bitterly) When your father pro- 
ceeding. Why didſt not urge me to fur- 
cher inquiry, Nanny? What! could 1 
give up all future hopes in my own 
child for a whiſper? We are both to blame; 
but how if our dear child will not accept 
that acknowledgment z how miſerable are 
we, ſelf condemned! That we have in⸗ 
jured the ſweet innocent, is too appa- 
rent to wait further reaſoning upon; what 
muſt be done, to reinſtate ourſelves in 
her affection again? The act of duty, 
muſt be inverted, inſtead of ſhe to us, 
/ we mult ſue to her for forgiveneſs. Hor- 
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rid reflection for us both! we have dealt 
injuriouſly by our child, my dear, nor 
can we repay it, but by the ſubmiſſion 
of us both to her, upon our knees ſub- 
mitting, if that may be accepted. O 
heavens! had ſhe periſhed under our ſe- 
verities, whom might we moſt immedi- 
ately have blamed for it, but ourſelves; 
too eaſy of belief againſt her, whom no 
malicious ſuggeſtions whatever ſhould 


have prevailed to the diſcredit of ? But 
will ſubmiſſion do ? 


THE were both flooded all this while, 
and wringing their hands ; when inter- 
poling to their relief ; I replied, They will 
do Sir, Nay, leſs than your ſubmiſſion 
will do. No, Sir, your daughter's heart 
is a treaſury of notions too refined, to 
permit her parents (though I muſt ad- 
mit you have wronged her) to ſtoop to 
her for remiſſion of whatever injuſtice ſhe 
may have ſuffered from you. Believe me, 
Sir, both herſelf and Mr. Hervey crave 
nothing more on earth, than to proſtrate 
themſelves for a reconciliation with you: 


5 nor 
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nor lives there a more virtuous or dutiful 
lady in the world, than herſelf. 


Aras! faid your father, aim not by 
ſoft ſpeeches to abate my anguiſh ; her 
lips alone can miniſter comfort to my 
broken heart. Have I not wronged her? 
injuriouſly denied her my credit? unjuſt- 
ly condemned her? You place the plea- 
ſing ſide towards me, ignorant of her 
judgment, upon my cruelty to her. 


I NE1THER could longer ſuſtain my- 
ſelf, as a ſpectator of your father's ſor- 
rows, nor could I longer conceal the part 
I had acted with you; fo that, Sir, ſaid J, 
you conjecture I perceive that what I no.] . 
offer ariſes from my own ſurmiſes, with- 
out other foundation, than to abate your 
preſent concern; but when I ſhall have 
proceeded a ſtep further with you, I ſhall 
not doubt of giving you more ſolid ſatis- 
faction. 


Know then, Sir, that your daugh- 
ter and I have maintained a ſettled cor- 
reſpon- 


f f 
1 
. 
74 
4 
* 
I 
L 
5 
6 
4 
f 
#4 
| 
1 
ö 


254 FAN NN F. 

reſpondence together, ever ſince you took 
her from Mr. Harriſon's; nor has the 
leaſt tranſaction of either eſcaped the 


knowledge of the other; nor has our 


correſpondence yet ceaſed. No, I expect 
letters from her now waiting for me at 


home, and ſhall myſelf write to her ſo 


ſoon as I return; then let me lay her 
heart before you in her own words; that 


both ſhe and Mr. Hervey would even 


condeſcend to the moſt abject ſubmiſ- 
fion to your will, could they but gain 
your future favour, and be ingrafted into 
your affections, as children. Not that the 
occaſions of life would urge them to it ; 
no, they want ſupport from no man, 
Mr. Hervey's eſtate being already too 
plentiful for that ; but merely for the ſake, . 
both of their parents, and their own hap- 
pineſs. 


Iruxx run a diſcant upon the good- 
neſs of Mr. Hervey's mother to you 
both; of the preſent ſne ſent you to 
Rome, and with what maternal tender- 
nels ſhe expreſſed herſelf to you, even 

equally 
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equally with her own ſon; and that I was 
perſonally acquainted with him; when 
from the encomiums I gave both of him 
and his mother, I thought your father 
would have gone wild. What have we 
been doing all this while my dear? ſaid 
he, forcing our own child upon other 
people, made an outcaſt by. ourſelves ;. 
and ſhall we not recall her? O! my 
deareſt children] yes, you are both ſo. 
O! that I was but with you, to atone 
tor all my paſt miſbehaviour! My dear, 
added he, let us fet out for London to- 
morrow morning; the ſooner the better; 
don't let us delay it. Your mother feem-- 
ing to heſitate, as not chooſing the jour- 
ney much; I took upon me to tell your 
papa, that as poſſibly he might never have 
intended to reviſit London, unleſs upon 
this occaſion; I believed he might ſpare 
himſelf the inconvenience of a journey . 
for that I was ſatisfied, the leaſt expreſ- 
ſion of his regard for you, and inclination 
for ſeeing you, would ſend you to rhe 
furthermoſt parts of the. earth, to kiſs his 
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feet; and that he had only to write his 
pleaſure to you, to be obeyed. 


Havinc proceeded thus far, till we 
were all ſo hipped we were half crazed; 


| Mr. Goodall and I taking leave, retired 


to bed. We left your father next morning, 
about to write to you, and in the higheſt 
ſpirits at the hopes of his approaching fe- 


licity, in the ſight and embraces of his 
dear children. 


I RECEIVED your laſt upon my 
arrival at home, and am heartily glad 


1 ſhall be ſo well backed by Mr. Godſon; 


nor will his report meet with the leſs 
welcome, for having been ſo evidently 
eſtabliſhed in their minds before that can 
reach them. 


Ir you are but half ſo fatigued with 
reading it, as I am with writing this 
long hiſtory of my travels, you will be- 
lieve the beſt ſentence it contains is, that 

I am your moſt ſincere friend, 


MARY Gooparr. 
CHARLES 
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CHARLES GRAHAM, Eſq; to 
GEORGE HERVEY, Eſqʒ 


* 


My dear ſon, 5 
March 6, 1730. 

Har man is ſubject to error, is a 

maxim never more truly verified, 
than in myſelf; but that the prudent 
man no ſooner diſcerns it, than he recti- 
fies it, is as certain. That I had receiv- 
ed both miſchievous and erroneous im- 
preſſions of you and my daughter, i is true; 
but that my judgment is now reverſed 
from conviction, upon the affirmation of 
Mrs. Goodall, confirmed by my good 
friend Godſon, is what I ſhall ever eſteem 
as my ſupremeſt felicity; if I find that 
acceptance in the eyes of my dear chil- 
dren, which the ſincerity of my ſorrow 
for all my machinations againſt them, 
hope, will merit at their hands. 


BELIE VE me, dear ſon, 1 heartily 
condemn that credulity, I too readily af- 
forded to the tongue of a baſe incendiary; 

but 
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but for whoſe deluſive inſinuations, my 
anger had never flamed out to the degree 
it did, againſt my dear children ; but 
heaven, in compaſſion to my infirmity, has 
now expoſed both the ſcheme and the au- 
thor to my juſt contempt, and reſtored 
that affection to you both, which is moſt 
deſervedly due to you, A 


I Have only now to aſſure you, how 
happy I ſhall think myſeif in embracing 
you both here, with the fondeſt defire of 
the moſt tender of parents, which you 
ſhall ever find in 


Your late miſtaken, but now- 
Indulgent father, 


C. GRAHAM. 


Mrs. 
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Mrs. ANN GRAHAM, to Mrs. 
HE RVE. 


March 6, 1730. 


Our Papa, my deareſt Fanny, is 


friends with you and your hus- 
band, and by this poſt hath wrote to 
invite him and you down: to. us. O! 
my dear child ! the heart of thy poor 
mother is ready, to burſt with joy for 


this happy reconciliation. He has been 


ſadly deceived, poor man; and you know 
my dear, he is too warm in his paſſion; 
but it is now over, and the thoughts of 
your hardſhips have coſt us a deluge of 
tears to waſh away. Delay not, my 
deareſt child, to joyn in the embraces of 


Thy fond mother, 


Ann GRAHAM; 
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Mrs. FRANCES Hervey, to Mrs. 
GOO DALI. 


March 9, 1730. 

FRou henceforth let me date the 
æra of my reſtored felicity ; doubly 

fo to me, in that it has firſt brought me 
the joyful news of reſtored amity with my 

father; and then that it was brought a- 
bout by the means of the only perſon in 
nature, I can pride myſelf in being debtor 
to: for ſenſible I am, my dear Mrs. 
Goodall, though this deſirable event 
might have been effected by Mr. Godſon 
at laſt; yet, that nothing could have 
hurried it to ſo ſpeedy a concluſion, 
as the inconteſtable evidence you con- 
firmed the truth of every your aſſertions by, 
and the confuſion you thereby threw upon 
the delinquent; who, though ſhe avoided 
your preſence, whilſt there in perſon, can 
never be ſo hardy in your abſence, as to 


contradict the remaining teſtimony of 
Hannah. 


O! 
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Ol rA dear woman, ſhe has for 
ever won my heart; nay ſo has ſhe con- 
firmed herſelf in Mr. Hervey's graces, 
that he ſays, ſhe ſhall never want a true 
friend and patron in him, nor a means of 
future ſubſiſtence, proportionate to his 


regard for her, in caſe of his death before 
hers. ,. 


INV STEAPD of that humility, I never 
doubted but I muſt have expreſſed, at 
re- obtaining my father's affections, when- 
ever the time ſhould arrive; that good 
man, my dear, is fo ce of the 
injuries done me, that he has even him- 
ſelf become a ſupplicant to Mr. Hervey, 
for our acceptance of his ſorrow for it. 


Wu ax a baſe creature, my dear, has 
that couſin of mine ſhewn herſelf; but 
how acceptable to me is it, appearing in 
the light you placed it before my dear 
father: for unleſs face to face, ſhe had 
been convicted thereof before him, to 


whom 
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whom ſhe had accuſed me, I could not 


have indulged over the diſcovery with 
half the pleaſure I now do. 


Mx. Hervey lives in pain, till he 
ſhall have an opportunity of explaining 
to yourſelf, the ſenſe he bears of the 
obligations you have conferred on us 
both; and now, my dear, London no 
longer can engage us with all its ſmiling 
gaieties, ſince we have game of ſo much 
-more noble a nature to .purſue in the 
country: ſo that we ſhall only diſpoſe 
of a few hundreds here, for appear- 


ing in, there, before we ſet out for my 
father's. 


CnitD! I have ſuch an huſband, 
as were it but agreeable to my inclina- 
tion, would ornament me at the expence 
of his whole eftate. Nay, he declares, 
that as nothing can add to the pleaſure 
he takes in my finery, he ſhould look but 
meanly on his own ſatisfactions, ſhould 
any lady in the county -ont-ſtrip me: ſo 

e that 
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that I ſhall have almoſt a waggon load of 
ſumpture to attend my march. 


Mx. Hervey has beſpoke a new cha- 
riot, which will be ready in a fortnight 
when the firſt viſit we pay in it will be to 
my father, and the next to our good mo- 
ther Hervey : and as you ſhall have time- 
ly notice of this, I ſhall expect Mr. Good- 


all and you there, ſo ſoon after our arri- 
val as poſſible. 


My poor mamma is overjoyed to think 
The ſhall ſee me again, and has begged me 
nor to delay coming, ; fo that after all 
the tempeſts I have been toſſed in of late, 
there is no conceiving how grateful the 
pleaſure of returning ſerenity is. 


1 am, dear Mrs. Goodall, 
Your moft obliged friend 


and ſervant, 


F. Hervey. 


GEORGE 
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GEORGE HERvEyY, Eſq; and his 
lady, to CHARLES GRAnam, Eſq; 
Ever honoured Sir and Madam, | 
| | | March 9, 1730. 
OTHninG but the voice of an angel, 
ſummoning us up to everlaſting 
bleſſedneſs, could have ſounded ſo muſi- 
cally to us, as the call of our kind fa- 


ther and mother, to their embraces. Be- 
lieve us, dear Sir, we are but too well 


perſuaded, your prejudices againſt us 


were founded upon that fallacy, which 
the wiſeſt man can never pretend he 
ſhould not have been enſnared by ; and 
as we ever hoped that providence in due 
time would manifeſt the uprightneſs of 
our intentions; we were under the leſs 
concern, for what might be ſaid againſt 


us; little doubting but ſo ſoon as the 


truth had confounded error, we ſhould 
meet that acceptance from you both, 
which other children, under like circum- 
ſtances, might with reaſon expect. 


Ir 
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IT has been urged by us, even againſt 
ourſelves, in ſome parts of the proſecut- 
ing our amour, that we were acting in ex- 
preſs contradiction to your known wills; 
but often would we retort upon ourſelves, 
in anſwer to ſuch ſuggeſtions, that it be- 
ing only againſt your miſguided wills, it 
worked no oppoſition, to the ſame wills 
better informed. As therefore, we hum- 
bly hope your preſent would always have 
proved your will, had things been plac'd 
in a true light before you; ſo we hope, 
whatever ſteps we may have taken, will 
not be imputed to us as a breach of that 
duty, we are bound in to our deareſt fa- 
ther and mother. 


Wr have but few things, Sir, to ſettle 
in town, before we ſhall both have the 
honour of proſtrating ourſelves before our 
kind parents, for their bleſſing upon 


Their moſt dutiful and obedient, 
© Gro. and F. Hznvzy. 
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GEORGE Hr RVE, Eſq; to Mrs. 
SOPHIA HE RVE. 


Honoured madam, 
March 11, 1730. 


1 Have the pleaſure to ſignify to you 

by this, what has afforded my wife 
and myſelt the ſublimeſt ſatisfaftion ; and 
that is, that through the mediation of 
my wite's beſt friends, an intercourſe is 
eſtabliſhed between her family and us, 
having received an invitation to Mr. Gra- 
ham's as ſoon as poſſible. ; 


THe old gentleman is now thoroughly 
convinced, that I am no ſuch deſpicable 
huſband for his daughter, as had been 
villanouſly inſinuated to him by a ſubtle 
wench, for anſwering her own unworthy 
purpoſes ; and hath excuſed his rigorous 
ſentiments of us in the moſt genteel 
manner: ſo that my mind never was 
more at eaſe than at preſent; not only at 
my own proſpect of ſo ſpeedy a recon- 
ciliation, but for that it adminiſters ſuch 
abundant joy to a wife, who by her 


agree 
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agreeable behaviour renders herſelf daily 
more and more dear to me, and beyond 
meaſure recompences every difficulty in 
the attainment of her. Nay, now they 
are ſo happily over, it is impoſſible to 
conceive how we indulge over the reflec- 
tion of paſt ſcenes, each recalling to 
mind ſome fond expreſſion of our affec- 
tion for each other, 


My uncle Doubler has in no mean de- 
gree been inſtrumental in compoling dit- 
ferences between us, being not only by 
his relationſhip to me, capable of aſcer- 
taining who Jam, and what my fortune 
is ; but alſo by his own figure in life, a 
man of conſequence enough to be cre- 
dited, 


We ſhall ſet out for Mr. Graham's 
about a fortnight hence, which firſt viſit 
of ours, conſidering the circumſtances it 
is to be attended with, we humbly hope, 
dear madam, you will excuſe; as moſt 
undoubtedly our duty ought primarily 
to be paid to yourſelf, who have ever 
N 2 con- 
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contributed ſo much to the happineſs we 
now poſſeſs; but relying. upon your uſual 
indulgence to us in this, as in every _ 
. 1 am. dear N N 


by 


"bs moſt duiful 3 bedient, 
| | Geo, Hexve, 
SS2SK22S222 26 222X252 4825242 


Mrs. Frances HeRvEvy,-to Mrs. 
MARY Goo 


My deve Mrs. Goodall, 
March 22, 1730. 


| W HO do you think I ſaw yeſterday | 
morning, as Mr. Hervey was ſhew- 
ing me Weſtminſter-abbey ? Why. even 
mine own couſin, Tom Goſſelin, gaping 
about there with neck erect like a gooſe, 


and liſtening to . fellow's account of 
* monuments. 


W? immedlatelp9 joined 8 ; 
for Mr. Hervey perfectiy recollected him, 
| throtigh all his gaudy trappihgs; but as 
for myſelf, he was ill that inſtant a = 
2 e 
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ſect ſtranger to me, who had never ſeen 
more of him, than barely his ſhaddow by 
moon- light, when he happened at ſuch 
times to be on duty. They two falling 
into chat, Mr. Hervey told him who 1 
was, and at length that we might not ob- 
ſtruct the deſign of our appearance there, 
invited him home to dine with us ſo ſoon 
as we had finiſhed our amuſement. 


Mx. Hervey and I had ſeen thoſe cu- 
rioſities before; and that our guide pre- 
ſently perceived; but my couſin Tom 
was two or three times obliged to lug 
out, in compliance with the cuſtom of the 
place, by way of forfeiture; tho' Tom's 
pockets being brim full, he did it with a 
good grace, and was as generous as an 


emperor. 


Ovr chariot waiting for us, at the 
abbey gate; after handing me in, Mr. 
Hervey offered a corner to Tom, expect- 
ing no doubt but he would have refuſed - 
it, and have followed us ſome other way; 
but Tom took him at his word, and ſquat- 
2 N24 ting 
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ting himſelf down by me, left Mr. Her- 


vey to his chance in an hackney coach 


After us. 


We had no ſooner dined ; than we in- 
quired after his lady, hoping, we ſaid, the 
was well, and no doubt in town with him: 
Not ſhe, by my troth, ſaid Tom; no, 
no, I had enough of her before I came 
hither; for to be plain with you, maſter 
Hervey, I never deſire to ſee any more of 
her. Lard! Sir, if a-body had but 
known what a place this London was be- 
fore, who's would ſhud ha lived in the 
country ſo long for me. Why, ma- 
dam, added he, (addreſſing hunſelf to 
me) a man has no more need of a wife in 
this town, than to run his head againſt 
every port he meets, with. 

Mz. Hervey inquired whether he was 
in any buſineſs here? Buſineſs ! Sir, re- 
plied Tom; why, I have. ſcarce had time 
to eat and fleep fince I came, there is ſuch | 
a_ power of things to do here. Was you. 
ever in London before, maſter ? ſaid he. 

| Nr 
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Mr. Hervey replied, he had; but never 
could provide himſelf with ſuch abundant 
employment. Why then, ſaid Tom, 
you was never upon the top of the monu- 
ment and Pole's ; was you, maſter? Mr. 
Hervey confeſſing he was not ; Tom re- 
plied, he had been but a month in town 
yet, and had been nine times upon Pole's, 
and as many he believed upon the monu- 
ment, which were the fineſt proſpects he 
ever ſaw, unleſs in Wales; but even there 
a-body could not ſee half the houſen and 
people. There was the tower, and. the 
great hall where the giants ſtood, but he 
torgot the name of it, he ſaid, and Bed- 
lam; lard ! there were ſuch a power of 
places, that he never ſtood ſtill all day, 
and frequently went to the play without 
his dinner in his belly, he was ſo taken 
up : for he would not miſs that charming 
light, a ſingle night, for ever ſo much; 
they always played a new way, he ſaid, 


and fo many tricks, that a man could 
never be weary of it, 


{ 
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Isx ſhort, my dear, Tom lives at will; 
no more knowing what he is about, than 
the ſails of a windmill; but is ever in 
action: ſo that having ſat attentive to 


his hiſtory till paſt four o'clock, he ſtart- 


ed up and muſt call upon Mr. Curry, he 
Bd, to go to the play: with him. - | 


0 Hervey ended who that gen- 
tleman was? One of the beſt-natured 


creatures, rephed Tom, that ever lived. 


Why, he has taken the pains to come 
out of Wales with me, merely to ſhew-me _ 
life a little, as he calls it, and inſtruct me 


in the ways of the town. P ray, ſaid Mr. 


12. 


gentleman be? O aer Tom, he can 
read and write like any thing, and knows 
every thing ! in the world that a-body can; 
aſk him, and is what you may call a 
lawyer. Why, only to ſhew you now 
what ſome people can do, when they ſet 
their heads, to it; if this very man. did 
not. * take 2 bundle of papers of my; 
wt 5, and. after turning and turning 

| them 


STS 


F A: Ni NM F. 273 
them about and about, for half an hour, 
away goes he with but a few of them in 
kis pocket, giving 'me all the biggeſt 
and beſt of them back again, and in 
little more than an hour, what do you 
think he brought me? Mr. Hervey re- 
plied, that truly he could not tell; Ha, ha, 
ha, ſaid Tom, why, no leſs than two» 
hundred pounds, as he faid it was ; for L 


put it into my pouch, and thought my- 
ſelf ny well off, let me tell you. 


We ſoon: found, that Tom ho 
treated his lawyer wherever they went, 
for. he ſaid, a man ought not to ſpend 
his time and his money too with him. 
Thus Tom, being fo very conſiderate, 
moved off to the play-houſe; leaving 
Mr. Hervey and me under deep contem- 
plation of the inconfiderateneſs of one 
part of the ſpecies, whilſt another patt 
were picking their pockets. 


Tow having fer out in this Wees 
way, What can be che end of poor miſs 
. but ruin arid deſtructiom! H 


N 5 fatal, 
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fatal, my dear, is one wrong ſtep in the 
conduct of our ſex! Hard fate! me- 
thinks, chat it ſhould be impoſſible to re- 
cal it! a whole life of repentance leaves 
no room for the reward of penitence ; but 
tho' ſhe has made a falſe ſtep, the beſt 
of- us might have done it to have gained- 
my dear Mr. Hervey; and ſhe deſerves 
fome e at leaſt for that. 


My dear, we ſhall ſet out the begkn- 
ning of the week, for my father's ; but as 
x may be uncertain how long we may 


tarry there, you ſhall hear from me from 


thence, time — to be ſoon after me, 


at my mamma Viervey's. 
Lam your ſincere friend, 
F. Henvsy. 
, « , ? 11 + 
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Mrs. Mary Gooparl.rl, to 
Mrs. HeRvEy, at CHARLES 
GRAHAMsS, Eſq; 


March 29, 1731. 
Orixo this will meet my dear Mrs. 
' Hervey at her father's, under every 
joyous circumſtance, that ſo delircable a a 
meeting can produce; and not knowing 
how ſoon you may ſet out for Mrs. 
Hervey's, my impatience for a deſcrip- 
tion of the reception you have met with 
hath ſpurred me on to beg a. line from 
you on that occaſion. ae 
I nav certainly been happy in the re- 
lation of it from your own. mouth, had 
I not been confined to the houſe by Mr. 
Goodall's preſent indiſpoſttion, who caught 
a cold laſt week which has turned ſince 
to ſo violent a fever, as almoſt put me 
beſides hope of his recovery; but hea⸗ 
ven be praiſed | his phyſician pronounces 
him to be now out of danger. 


Q! 
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01 My dear, this part of a marriage 
eare you have not yet ſuſtained, and I 
hope never will, till time having impair- 
ed the reliſh of life, you may wait each 
other's diſſolution with this mitigating 
hope, that the ſurvivor will not long re- 
main behind : for aſſuredly, my dear, no 
torments have ſuch an effect upon the fe- 
male heart, as the hopeleſs condition of 
a: dying huſband, that one loves; it is 
fuch a ſeparation of a member off. one's 
pwn. body, as cannot be undergone but 
with the utmoſt anguiſh and horror. 1 
ſhould never have been able to have de- 
ſcribed the love I bore to Mr. Goodall, 
had I not been put upon this exerciſe of 
a ; but, my dear, with my hopes, my 
| ſpirits riſe 3. and now I doubt not but e 
ſhall both be ſoon able to congratulgte 
yon. at G—t—n-hall, where you may de- 
pend upon ſeeing us, ſo. ſoon as ever Mr. 
” Goodall is able to attend- 


4 Your ſincere friend, 
Maur GoopaL.. 
PE VVT 
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Mrs. FRAN CES HER VE V, to Mrs. 
| MARY GooDALL. 


My dear Mrs. Goodall, h 

| | April 8, 1931: 
I REMEMBER to have heard, that one 
of the wiſe heads of London addreſ- 
fed king Charles the ſecond at his firſt 
arrival in. his capital, with ſorrow in one 
hand, and grief in the other; two hand- 
fuls of which commodities were enough 
to have over-ſet majeſty itſelf, had he 
not prudently, by ordering them both to- 
gether, diminiſhed them into a fingle 
handful; from whence the king took 
heart again, the great man having then 
a ſpare hand for the entertainment of joy: 
bur you,. my dear 'friend, without + 
ing my contrivance for the e eriment, 
have at once ſo equally. ballanced your 
hands by the two. extreams, that I Know 
not which has moſt influence upon me: 
for as: it is expedient for a woman to know 
the affection, ſhe bears her huſband, left 
” conjefturing The hath not, that ſhe hath, 
A x | ſhould 
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ſhould grow remiſs in her duty to lum. 
This, till Mr. Goodall's late illneſs, I. 
perceive you was ignorant of; therefore 
give me leave to wilh you joy of your 
experience and Mr. Goodall's recovery,. 
both together, let the cauſe of the for- 
mer have been what it will. 


E amr ſorry we muſt not expect you ſo 
ſoon as we wiſhed, but to ſatisfy your. 
impatience ; know, my dear friend, that 
upon our-arrival at my father's, I verily 
thought. (as the ſaying is, amongſt thoſe 
whoſe only gratification lies in their pal 
lates) that the old gentry would have 
eaten us up, they expreſſed their ſatis- 
faction at our firſt appearance by ſuch. 
numberleſs ſignificant tokens. Not a 
ſyllable beyond the key of a whifper, or 
an aſpirated groan. being heard, whilſt 
we remained enfolded in each other's em- 
braces. My father having infolded Mr. 
Hervey in his arms, as if I had no ways 
been concerned in the caſe, and my mother 
enclaiping me fo Jong in her arms, as if 
Mr. Hervey. had been a ſtranger to her.; 

= p but 
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but tlie firſt flow of our alternate paſſions 
naving ſpent itſelf, disjoiningus by conſent 
for a breathing, we ſeized croſs partners, 
and to it we went again; fo like to the 
former onſet, that it will be needleſs to. 
repeat it. 


My poor father was really ſo overjoy- 
ed, that he ſpake not two coherent ſen- 
tences together, for the ſpace of as many 
hours. There was, Well, but my dear- 
eſt Fanny ;—Son Hervey, what an alte- 
teration there is ſince I faw you laft ?— 
You never ſaw my ſon Hervey before, 
my dear.— And have you enjoyed your- 
health, Fanny ?—O ! how have I been de- 
lauded ! By ſuch hints, and ftarts, did my 
poor papa expreſs himſelf, till we became 
detter acquainted, and more familiar to- 
gether ; when at length, neither fide be- 
holding the leaſt reſerve, either in the 
other's countenance or behaviour, we be- 
gan to converſe like other ſenſible people: 


Wr arriving in the evening, ſat up not 
long after ſupper, which was as elegantly. 
: # | | ſet 
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fet forth, as the ſhortneſs of the time 
would permit; but nothing leſs than the 
beſt Genoa damaſk bed could. be worthy 
of us; and tho' it had not been laid in 
for twenty years laſt paſt, that or none 
muſt be made up for us, my mother 
priding herſelf in laying us for the firſt 
night in her own wedding ſheets. In 
ſhort, no demonſtration of joy and affec- 
tion, that could have any way been evi- 
denced, was omitted by the old gentle- 
man and lady, either to ourſelves or to 
our attendants. 


Tur next day was ſpent in remoten 
expreſſions of their regard for us; in 
walking in the garden, and ſhewing Mr. 
Hervey his eſtate, which my papa would 
often fax would one day be his own.;. 
nor was any little pleaſurable action to 
either of us left out of the account. My 
mamma taking me up to her dreſſing- 
toom, preſented me with ſeveral jewels, 
together with her own and my 8405 5 
picture, ſet about with diamonds. 


* 
4 4 
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Tur third morning, after breakfaſt, 
my father taking out his pocket-book, 
and tumbling over his papers, ſeemed 
vaſtly confounded for ſome time; every 
now and then feeling in his pocket, and 
ſhaking his pocket-book, till at laſt un- 
folding his papers feparately, he looked 
pleaſed again at having found what he 
wanted; then taking out a ſmall piece of 
paper, which I preſume he had procured 
from his agent at London, purpoſely” 
againſt we came, and preſenting it to 
Mr. Hervey, he deſired his acceptance of 
that for the favours I had received from 
him before our marriage; adding, that at 
his. and his wife's death, he hoped we 
ſRould- find ſomething more worthy uy” 
— 

1 . : — 

Ms. Hervey 'not judging proper to” 
open it-in my father's preſence; made his 
compliments, as that tem times the favours* 
in kis power ever to beſtow on me, were? 
but a meaty purchaſe of my perſon, which 
be ſer ſo infinite a value upon. This 
- | any paſſed 
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paſſed off, and in divers pleaſing tranſ- 


actions the day ſtole from us till bed- 


time; when as we were together in our 
chamber, my dear, faid I, have you. 
ever looked into the little paper my fa- 
ther gave you in the morning ? He re- 
plied, no; for that in truth, he had not 
once thought of it ſince ; but now, I put 


him in mind of it, he would. What ſhould 


it be, but a ſingle bank note for twenty 
thoufand pounds, dated but about a week 


before. 


We were both ſtruck mute at ſight of 
the ſum, being far from what either of 
us expected; but Mr. Hervey could not 


be filent upon the genteel manner in 


which my father had preſented him with 


it. I ſaid, I was ſorry he had not before 


known what-it was, that he might have 


' thanked my father for ir; but he was of 


another opinion; for in my mind, my dear, 
ſaid he, to examine a preſent in the ſight 
of the donor looks as if a man was deſir- 


dus of ſecing whether it was worth ac- 


ceptance; but ſaid, he would find an op- 
# portunity 
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portunity in the morning for acknow- 
ledging the old gentleman's favour, in a 
more grateful and acceptable manner. 


Ix ſhort, my dear, the great difficulty 
now was, how we ſhould get away again:. 
for by their good wills, neither my fa- 
ther nor mother would ever haye parted 
with either of us more; nay, my mamma. 
told me, that by all my father's diſcourſe 
to her, he ſeemed more fand of Mr. Her- 
vey than of myſelf ; but as a viſit to Mrs. 
Hervey was of the ſame neceſſity as to- 
my father, on the tenth morning we 
took leave, but under promiſe of fre- 
quent returns; and they both aſſured us, 
it ſhould not be long before they paid 
their compliments themſelves to Mrs, 
Hervey. 


We arrived at my other mamma's two. 
days ago, when we ran through ſuch. 
ſurther ſcenes. of unaffected joy on both 
ſides, as well nigh overpowered us; nor 
have I ſcarce been able to find time to pen 
down this ſketch.of my eaterta nment, for 

the 
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the delight of my dear friend, whoſe ſa- 
tisfaction for my enjoyments, I have ex- 
perienced to equal my own, and whom 
having once ſeen, with Mr, Goodall, my 
circle of joy will be compleated. No- 
thing now caufes me ſo much regret, my 
dear, as that this occaſion of our mu- 
tual intercourſe ceaſing, our future cor- 
reſpondence for want of proper matter for 
its ſupply, may poſſibly be extinguiſhed, 
or at leaſt may dwindle into formality ; 
but let me aſſure my dear friend, who 
has ever proved herſelf ſo through the 
whole courſe of my adverſity, that no 
acceſſion of fortune, or exceſs of ſatisfac- 
tion in my own family, ſhall interrupt 
thoſe defires I ſhall ever retain, of conti- 
nuing | 3 


Her moſt ſincere friend and ſervant, 


F. HzRvxE v. 
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